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On vent'rous wing in ae of rails I go, 
And leave the gazing multitude below. 
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2 The ADVENTURER, No. 71. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


IX, Sombre Hall, June 18. 
AM arrived with Sir Nicolas at this melan- 
1 choly moated manſion. Would I could be 
annihilated;during the inſupportable tediouſneſs of 
ſummer ! We are to ſup this evening, after having 


fiſhed the whole afternoon, by day light, think of 


that, in the new arbour. My uncle, poor man, 
imagines he has a finer and richer proſpect from 


thence, than the illuminated viſtas at Vaux-hall 


afford, only becauſe he ſees a parcel of woods, 


and meadows,” and blue hills, and corn fields. 
Me have been viſited by our only neighbour Mrs. 


Thrifty, who entertained us with a dull hiſtory of 


| the children ſhe has educated at a little. ſchool of 


her own founding, and who values herſelf for not 


| Having been in town theſe ten years, and for not 


knowing what a Drum means. My ſiſter and I 


Brag next Sunday. For heaven's ſake ſend us 


7 


your paper weekly, but do not give us ſo many 
grave ones; for we want to be diverted after | 
fiudying Hoyle, which we, do for three hours 
every afternoon with great. attention, that the 
time may not paſs away totally uſeleſs, and that 


r be a match for . nn next winter. 
: Let 


POE 
2 


have laid a ſcheme to plague her, for we have 
ſent her 2 card, entreating her to make one at 


. 71. The ADVENTURER. | ; 


Let us know what is done at the next Jubilee 


Maſquerade. How ſhall I have patience to ſup- 
port my abſence from it! And if Madam de 
Pompadour comes over, as was reported when 1 
left town, impart to us a minute account of the 
complexion ſhe now wears, and of every article 
of ner dreſs: any milliner will explain the terms 
to you. I don't ſee that you have yet publiſhed 
dee little novel I ſent you; I aſſure you it was 
vuritten by a right honourable : but you, I ſup- 


poſe, think the ſtyle colloquial as you call it, and 
tme moral trite or trifling. Colonel Caper's 
pindaric ode on the E O table, muſt abſolutely 

be inſerted in your very next and or r elſe never 


9 expect to hear n from 


LE Tt. 55 


To the ADYVENTURER, 

8 I R, 
Apply to you, as a perſon! of prudence: ey 
1 knowledge of the world, for directions how ' 

to extricate myſelf out of a great and uncommon 
difficulty. To enable myſelf to breed up a nume | 
tous family on a ſmall preferment, I have been 
adviſed to indulge my natural propenſity for poetry, 
and to write a tragedy: my deſign is to apprentice 
my eldeſt ſon to a reputable tradeſman, with the 
profits I ſhall acquire by the repreſentation of my 
„ play, 


* 
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| 
plwkV⸗ay, being deterred by the inordinate expences 
F of an Univerſity education from making him a 
ſcholar. - An old gentlewoman in my pariſh, a 
great reader of religious controverſy, whom celi- 
bacy and the reduction of intereſt have made 
moroſely devout, accidentally hearing of my per- 
formance, undertook to cenſure me in all com- 
panies with acrimony and zeal, as acting incon- 
ſiſtently with the dignity of my public character, 
and as a promoter of debauchery and lewdneſs. 
She has informed my church-wardens, that the 
play houſe is the temple of Satan, and that the 
firſt Chriſtians were ſtrictly forbidden to enter the 
theatres as places impure and contagious. My 
congrezations grow thin; my clerk ſhakes his 
head, and fears his maſter is not ſo ſound as he 
ought to be. I was lately diſcourſing on the 
beautiful parable of the prodigal ſon, and moſt 
unfortunately quoted ERasMus's obſervation on 
it, ex quo quidem argumento poſſet non inele- 
e gans texi comedia, on which ſubje& a moſt 
tc elegant comedy might be compoſed ;” which 
Has ruined me' for ever, and deftroyed all the little 


i bs 2 

Ul reſpect remaining for me in the minds of my | 

i pariſhioners. What, cried they, would the 

"i parſon put the Bible into verſe ? would he make 5 
il ſtage plays out of the Scriptures? How, Sir, am 
1 I to act? Aſſiſt me with your advice. Am I for 1 
ee.uer to bear mee obloquy, and unge- 
1 ſerved Þ 
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ſerved reproach ? or muſt I, to regain the good 
opinion of my people, relinqui all hopes of 
the five hundred pounds I was to gain by my 
piece, and generouſſy burn my tragedy in my 
church e in th face of my whole congrega- 
1 531 2599 , Y 113; 74:7} 
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"Had almoſt Anined viewy of the infide or St. 
Peter's at Rome in BUTTERFLY-WORK, when 
my cruel perroquet accidentally trod upon the 
PURPLE EMPEROR, of which the high. altar was to 
have been made. This is the firſt letter J have 
written after my dreadful loſs; and it is to deſire 
you to put an advertiſement at the end of your | 
next paper, ſignifying, that whoever has any 
9 purple emperors or ſwallow-tails” to diſpoſe of, 
may hear of a 9 a OTA s in New 
Boo 
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6 The ADVENTURER. No.2. 


To the ADveEnNTURER. 
8 I R, 


F you will pay off my W and dg. 
ings, ſtop my taylor from arreſting me, and 
put twenty pieces in my pocket, I will imme- 
diately ſet out for Lyons on foot, and ſtay there 
till J have tranſlated into Engliſh the manuſcript 

_ of Loncinvs which you talk of in your fifty firſt 
paper, Favour me with a ſpeedy anſwer directed 
to Mr, QuiLLIT, at the : cork-cutter's | in Wych- 
ſtreet Drury- lane. 

P. S. Seven dane have ade applied 

to me, and offer to pay me very generouſly for 

my tranſlation, eſpecially as there is no French 
one for n me to Flute hs 
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To the ApvanTvars. 


T C. 


ern. | 
JF OV aeg Haut bengemnech and Fenfbitey 
7 whenever you ſpeak of the ladies. I have 
always deſpiſed them as trifling and expenſive 
animals; and have; therefore, enjoyed the deli- 
cious liberty of what they idly and opprobriouſly 
call anold bachelor. I conſider love in no other 
light than as the parent of miſery and folly, and 
the ſon of idleneſs and eaſe. I am, therefore, 
inexprefſibly delighted with a paſſage of uncom- 
mon 


£8 
20 

78 
* 
Le 
5 
fs 
7 
is 3 


EC 
C 2 Fe n * I. 
r Rig 0, ot FS; CEE OO RN 
n T o 


No. 51. The ADVENTURER 7 


mon ſenſe and penetration, which I. lately met 
with in the works of the celebrated Hur; and 
which, becauſe no Engliſh 1 writer has taken no- 
tice of it, I beg you would publiſh for the uſe of 
my countrymen, as it will impart to them a me- 


thod of eſcaping the deſpicable lot of living under | 


female tyranny. 
'« Love,” ſays this judicious prelate, 44 is not 


« only & paſſion of the ſoul like hatred and 
d enyy, but is alſo a malady of the body like a 
ce fever. It is ſituated in the blood and the 


<« animal ſpirits, which are extraordinarily i in- 
e flamed and agitated; and it ought to be treated 


«© methodically by the rules of medicine, , in 
order to effect a cute. I am of opinion, that 


„ this diſorder may eaſily be ſubdued by plentiful 
e ſweats and copious bleedings, which would 


« carry off the peccant humours and theſe vio- 


& lent inflammatiom, would purge the blood, 
« calm its emotion, and re-eſtabliſh it in its 
cc former natural ſtate. This is not merely 
4 groundleſs conjecture, it is an opinion founded 


on experience. A great prince, with whom 
*I was intimately acquainted, having conceived 


a violent paſſion for a young lady: of exalted 


% merit, was obliged to leave her, and to take 
ce the field with the army. During this abſence, 
e his love was cheriſhed and kept alive by a very 
< frequent and regular. intercourſe of letters to 
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„ the end of the campaign, when a dangerous 1 
| * ſickneſs reduced him to extremity. By ap- 
10 plying to the moſt powerful and efficacious 
e drugs phyſic could boaſt of, he recovered his 
* health, but loſt his paſſion, which the great 
s evacuations he had uſed had entirely carried 
ce off unknown to him. For imagining that he 
was as much in love as ever, he found himſelf 
* unexpectedly cold and indifferent, the firſt 
time he beheld again the lady of whom he 
ce had been ſo paſfionately fond. The like ac- 
cident befel one of my moſt intimate friends, 
ho recovering from a long and ſtubborn 
fever by falling into copious ſweatz, per- 
N ceived at the ſame time that he was, cured of 
RES pation, that, for ſome time before had con- 
N 0 tinually teized and grievouſly tormented him. 
He had no longer any taſte for the object he 
12 formerly adored, attempted in vain to re- 
„new his gallantries, and found that inſen- 
« ſibility and diſlike had baniſhed tenderneſs and 
*. Fe, - Wt: 


—— 


Ln —_—_ o „ — 
* 
— ” 1 — As — aw yt vo 
ISIS kts 
* 


—ů 4 Go — 


* 
9 


8 8 22 * * „ 
e — iy 2 
geo bp 8 = 
A Goon - 
1 n 


eee 

8 F 
2 ᷣͤ ͤK SOIC, Ed ITE 
7 ee ae d 


2 n 
e REAR 
= 1 
Key INS 
9 


— —— — 
— 
— 


Fr 


= = — * — 
. er tr TG 


SS v 


n+ — 


f 
| 
N 
; 
' 


5 „ Ai 


we” amen Dy 


— 


z 
| 


i 
| 
| 
H 
| 
3 
4 
. 
| 
| 
N 
1 
| 


HE) 


rr 


2 1 25546 
T þ 8 : 
7 © > 1 


hes eee eee 


een een 


e J am yours, 


n 


— 


FPTPTPNP rr ee EA eee. ee een 
— 


— PP ES en 


D 


2 A eee ee IAIN Ne: HH 


No. 51. The ADVENTURER. 9 


E the Avzvron rx. 


8 I R. 
N one of your late ſermons Tam informed, for 
I never read myſelf, that you have preſumed 
to ſpeak with ridicule and contempt of the noble 
order of Bucks. Seven of us agreed laſt night at 
the King's Arms, that if you dared to be guilty of 
the like impudence a ſecond. time, we wouid 
come in a body and untile your garret, burn 
your pocket book of hints, throw your papers 
ready written for the preſs into a jakes, and 
drive you out into the Strand in your tattered 
night-gown and flippers; and you may gueſs ? 
what a fine ſpectacle the mob will think an 
animal that fo ſeldom ſees the ſun as you. do, 1 
aſſure you, that next to a day at Broughton Sy, 
or the damnation of a new play, the trueſt j Joy 
of our. 8 Is, 155 to hunt a an author.” 
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nö lets xh. xdAvua; na? ,t aud. 
| Prov. Ge. 


| Many things happen between the cup and the 


* 

| T H E wltowing narrative is by an eaſtern 
tradition attributed to one Heir EE 
Hamer, a moraliſt of Arabia, who is ſaid to 
have delivered His precepts in public and pe- 
riodical orations, This tradition correſponds 
with the manner in which the narrative is intro- 
"duced; and, indeed, it may poſſibly have no 
other foundation: but the tradition itſelf, how- 
ever founded, is ſufficient authority to conſider 
HeL1 as the literary ADVENTURER of a remote 
age and nation; and as only one number of his 

work is extant, I ſhall not Kranke to W 

it with my own. 

Dos thou aſk a torch to diſcover the bright- 
nab of the morning? doft thou appeal to argu- 
ment for proofs of Divine PERFECTION ? Look 
| down to the earth on which thou ſtandeſt, and 

lift up thine eye to the worlds that roll above 
mee: thou beholdeſt ſplendor, abundance, and 
beauty; is not HE who produced them Micarty ? 


Thou conſidereſt; is not He who formed thy 
un- 
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I ſoon reached the wood; I was refreſhed by the 
ſhade, and I walked forward till I reached the 


No. 72. The ADVENTURER. 11 
underſtanding; 'Wisz'? Thou enjoyeſt; is not he 
who gratifies thy ſenſes, Goop? Can aught 
have limited his bounty but his wiſdom?” or can 
defects in his ſagacity be diſcovered by thine ? 
To Hm, the preacher of- humility and reſig- 
nation; let thine ear be again attentive, thou 


whoſe heart has rebelled in ſecret, and whoſe 


wiſli has ſilently accuſed thy MaK. 
I Rosk early in the morning to - ieditate, 


that I might without preſumption hope' to be 


heard. I left my habitation; and, turning from 


the beaten. path, I wandered without Yemarking 


my way, or regarding any. object that I'paſled, 


till the extreme heat of the ſun, which now ap- 


proached the meridian, compelled" my attention. 
The wearineſs which J had inſenſibly contracted 
by the length of my walk, became in a mo- 
ment inſupportable; and looking round for 
ſhelter, I ſuddenly perceived that I was not far 


from the wood, in which RRE DT the hermit in- 


veſtigates the ſecrets of nature, and aſuribes 


glory to GOD. The hope of improving my 


meditation by ki wiſdom) gave me new vipour; 


cell. I entered, but RET was abſent. I had 
not, however, waited long, heſtre T'diſcoveret!' 


him through the trees at ſome diſtance, advancing ; 


towards me with a perſon whoſe appearance was, 
8 7 if 
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if poflible,, yet more venerable, apd whom before 
er ene 5 . 
- WHEN, they came near 1 te up, and pic 
a my hand upon my lips I bowed myſelf with reve- 
- TENCE before them. RhEDI ſaluted me by my 
name, and Preſented me to his companion, be- 
fore whom I again bowed myſelf to the ground. 
Having looked ſtedfaſtly in my countenance, he 
laid his hand upon my head, and bleſſed me: 
28 HELI,“ ſaid he, thoſe who deſire Know- 
„ LEpo that they may teach VIRTUE, ſhall 
60 not be diſappointed 3 fit down, I will relate 
6: events which yet thou knoweſt but in part, 
65 and diſcloſe ſecrets of Providence from 
$6. which thou mayſt derive inſtruftion.” We 
fat down, and I liſtened as to the counſe] ak an 
Warane or the muſic of Paradiſe. 1 
Aux aA, the daughter of Sanpap the FO 
1005 was drawing water at the wells of Adail, 
when a caravan which had paſſed the deſart ar- 
:rived; and the driver of the camels: alighted to 
give them drink: thoſe which came firſt to the 
wells, belonged to NouxADbir the merchant, 
who had brought fine linen and other merchan- 
dixe of great value from Egypt. Au ANA, when 
the caravan drew near, had covered herſelf with 
her veil, which the ſervant of NouRADDIN, to 
ge Ns Gg attem my to withdraw. 
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No. 72. The ADVENT U RER. 13 
AMA A, provoked by the indignity and encou- 
raged by the preſence of others, ſtruck him with 
q the ſtaff of the bucket; and he was about to re- 
taliate the violence, when NovURADDIN, who 
was himſelf with the caravan, called out to him 

to forbear, and immediately haſted to the well. 
The veil of AMANA had fallen off in the ſtrug- 
ele, and NOURADDIN was captivated with her 
beauty: the lovely confuſion of offended modeſty 
that glowed upon her cheek, the diſdain that 
ſwelled her boſom, / and the reſentment that 
ſparkled in her eyes, expreſſed a conſciouſneſs of 
her ſex, which warmed and animated her beauty: 
they were graces which \NoURADDIN had never 
ſeen, and produced a tumult in his breaſt which 
he had never felt; for NouR aDpin, though he 
had now great poſſeſſions, was yet a youth, and 
a ſtranger to woman: the merchandize which he 
was tranſporting had been purchaſed by his fa- 
ther, whom the angel of death had intercepted 
in the journey, and the ſudden acceſſion of inde- 
pendance and wealth did not diſpoſe him to re- 
ſtrain. the impetuoſity of deſire: he, therefore, 
| NA of her parents; his meſſage 
was received with gratitude and joy; and Nou- 
RADDIN after a ſhort time carried her back to 

Egypt, having firſt puniſhed the ſervant, by 
vhom ſhe had been inſudtell is the A with his 
own hand. " >o 331509 e 256 29 1314 


\ Bop 
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Bur he delayed the ſolemnities of marriage, 


till the time of mourning for his father ſhould ex- 


- Pire ; and the gratification of a paſſion which he 


could not ſuppreſs, was without much difficulty 


ſuſpended now its object was in his power. He 
anticipated the happineſs which he believed to 
be ſecured, and ſuppoſed that it would increaſe 
by expeCtation, like a treaſure by uſury, of which 
more is Mil n as poſſeſſion is INES de- 
layed. 

Dux this ee has ANA W enn 
the tumultuous joy of ſudden elevation; her am- 
bition was at an end, and ſhe became ſuſceptible 
of love. NouRADDIN, who regretted the ob- 
ſcurity of her birth only becauſe it had prevented 
the cultivation of her mind, laboured inceſſantly 
to ſupply the defect: ſhe received his inſtruction. 


not only with gratitude but delight; while he 


ſpoke ſhe gazed upon him with eſteem and reve- 
rence, and had no wiſh but to return the happi- 
neſs which he was impatient to beſtow. 


Ar this time Os MIN the Caliph _ Upon 


the throne of Egypt. The paſſions of Osmn,. 


thou knoweſt, were impetuous as the torrents of 


Alared, and fatal as the whirlwind of the defart 


to excite and to gratify, was the whole purpoſe 
of his mind; but his wiſh was ſtill unſatisfied, 


andhis life was wretched. His feraglio was filled 
with beauty; but the power of beauty he had: 
| exhauſted : 
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' exhauſted : he became outrageous to revive de- 
fire by a new object, which he demanded of 
Nardic the eunuch, whom he had not only ſet 
over his women but his kingdom, with menaces 
and execration. Nardic, therefore, cauſed a 
proclamation to be made, that whoever ſhould 
produce the moſt beautiful virgin within two 


= days, ſhould ſtand in the preſence of the Cairn, 


and be deemed the third in his kingdom. 
 - CaLED the ſervant who had been beaten by 


: NouRADDIN, returned with him to Egypt: the 
ſullen ferocity of his temper was increaſed by the 
deſire of revenge, and the gloom of diſcontent 


was deepened by deſpair ; but when he heard the 
proclamation of Nardic, joy kindled in his aſpect 
like lightning in the darkneſs of a ſtorm ; the 
offence which he had committed againſt AMana, 
enabled him to revenge the puniſhment which it 
produced. He knew that ſhe was yet a virgin, 
and that her marriage Was near: he, therefore, 

haſted to the palace, and demanded to be brought 
before Nardic, who in the midft of magnificence 
and ſervility, the flattery of dependant ambition 


and the zeal of unlimited obedience, was fitting 
pale and filent, his brow contrated with anxiety, 


and his breaſt throbbing with apprehenſion. - 
Wren Caled was brought into his preſence, 


he fell proſtrate before him: By the ſmile of 
Ws "OY On" ſaid he, 5 let another be diftin- 
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16 The ADVENTURE R. No. 72. 
* guiſhed from the ſlaves who mingle in obſcu- 
rity, and let his favour elevate another from the 
_ « duſt; but let my ſervice be accepted, and let 

the deſire of Os Mix be ſatisfied with beauty. 
„ AMANA will ſhortly be eſpouſed by NoukxAp- 


a 


pix; but of AMANA the ſovereign of Egypt 


only is worthy. Haſte, therefore, to demand her; 
4 ſhe is now with him in the houſe, to which 1 
* will conduct the meſſenger of thy will. 
.. Narpic received this intelligence with tranſ- 
ports of joy; a mandate was inſtantly written to 
NovuRADDIN ; it was ſealed with the royal ſignet, 
and delivered to Caled, who. returned. with. a 
force ſufficient to compel: obedience... 
O this day the mourning of Nn ebe 
expired: he had changed his apparel, and per- 
fumed his perſon; his features were brightened 


with the gladneſs of his heart; he had! invited 


his friends to the feſtival of. his. marriage, and 
the evening was to accompliſh. his wiſhes : the 


evening alſo was expected by AMANa, with a 
joy which, ſhe. did nat. labour to ſuppreſs; and 


ſhe was hiding her bluſhes.in-the breaſt of Nov- 


RADDIN. when Caled arrived with the mandate 


and the guard. | ” 
THE domeſtics 1 were - alunmed and terrified. 3 


with the event, ruſhed out of the apartment of 
Aux A with diſorder and trepidation. When 


. he 
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be ſaw Caled, he was moved with anger and diſ- 


dain; but he was intimidated by the appearance 
of the guard. Caled immediately advanced, and 
with looks of inſolence and triumph preſented the 
mandate. NoukAppix ſeeing the royal ſignet, 
kneeled to receive it; and having gazed a mo- 


ment at the ſuperſcription, preſſed it upon his 


forehead in an agony of ſuſpenſe and terror. The 
wretch who had betrayed, him enjoyed the an- 


7 guiſh which he ſuffered; and perceiving that he 


was fainting, and had not fortitude to read the 
paper, acquainted him with the contents: at 
the name of AMANA he ſtarted, as if he had felt 
the ſting of a ſcorpion, and immedigtely fell to 
the ground. 11 
Cap proceeded to execute his l 
withand remorſe : he was not to be moved by 
ſwooning, expoſtulation, entreaty, or tears; but 
having conducted Au Ax A to the ſeraglio, pre- 
ſented; her to Nardic with exultation and hope. 
Nardic, whoſe wiſh was flattered by her ſtature 
and her ſhape, lifted up her veil, with i impatience, 
. timidity, and ſollicitude: but the moment he 
beheld her face, his doubts were at an end: he | 
; proftrated himſelf before her, as a perſon on 
whoſe pleaſure his life would from that moment 
depend. She was conducted to the chamber of 
the women, and Caled was the ſame hour in- 
veſted with his new dignity; an apartment was 
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aſſigned him in the palace, and he was made q 
captain of the guard that kept the gates. 3 


 NouRADÞIN, when he recovered his ſenſibility 
and found that AMAana had been conducted to 
the ſeraglio, was ſeized by turns with diſtrac- 
tion and ſtupidity : he paſſed the night in agita- 


tions by which the powers of nature were ex- 


hauſted, and in the morning he locked himſelf 


into the chamber of AMANA, and threw him- 
ſelf on a ſofa, determined to admit no comforter 


and to receive no ſuſtenance. 


« 
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A Nminibus vota exaudita malignis. Io v. 


Fray rs made and aer in a luckleſs hour. 
DRYDEN. 


CT HILE Noc babe was thus aban- - 
doned to deſpair, Nardic's deſcription 


of AMANA had rouzed Osmiw from his apathy. 
He commanded that ſhe ſhould be prepared to re- 
ceive him, and ſoon after went alone into her 


apartment. Familiar as he was with beauty, and 


ſatiated with enjoyment, he could not behold 


AMANA without emotion : he perceived, indeed, 


that the was in tears, and that his preſence 
covered her with confuſion ; yet he believed that 
her terrors would be cafily removed, that by 


Kine 
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[ | kindneſs ſhe might be ſoothed to familiarity, and 


Al ; by careſſes excited to dalliance. But the moment 
| 1 he approached her, ſhe threw herſelf at his feet, 
and entreated to be heard, with an importunity 

| which he choſe rather to indulge than reſiſt; he, 


| therefore, raiſed her from the ground, and ſup- 


porting her in his arms encouraged her to pro- 


ceed. Let my lord”, ſaid ſhe, << diſmiſs a 
<< wretch who is not worthy of his preſence, and 
< compaſſionate the diſtreſs which is not ſuſcep- 
ce tible of delight. I am the daughter of a ſhep- 
«© herd, betrothed to the merchant NoyURADDIN, 
c from whom my body has been forced by the 
cc perfidy of a ſlave, and to whom my ſoul is 
united by indiſſoluble bonds. O] let not the 
4 terrors of thy frown- be upon me ! Shall the 
* ſqvereign of Egypt ſtoop to a reptile of th; 
« duſt ? ſhall the judge of nations retain the 
„ worthleſs theft of treachery and revenge? or 
„ ſhall he for whom ten thouſand Janguiſh with 
% defire, rejoice in the ſufferance of one alienated 
e mind?” Osmin, whoſe breaſt had by turns 
been inflamed with deſire and indignation, while 
he gazed upon the beauties of AMANA and liſtened 
to her voice, now se threw: her 8 . 
and departed without reply. © 

WHEN he was alone, he reniained a few mo- : 
ments in. ſuſpenſe : but the paſſions which elo- 

N en had repreſſed, _ became again pre- 
dominant; 
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dominant; and he commanded Au ANA to be 
told, that if within three hours ſhe did not come 
prepared to gratify his wiſhes, he would caſt the 
head of the ſlave for en, he was Ro at 
her feet. DES, $65: $1352) 

Tux eunuch by whack this mahgs was den- 
vered, and the women who had returned to 
AAN A when the CALIPERH retired, were touched 
with pity at her diſtreſs, and trembled at her 


danger: the evils which they could fearce hope 


to prevent, they were yet ſollicitous to delay; 
and, therefore, adviſed her to requeſt three days 
of preparation, that ſhe might ſufficiently recover 
-the tranquillity of her mind, to make a juſt eſti- 


mate of her own happineſs; and with this re- 


bowl of ſherbet, in which a pearl had been diſ- 


ſolved, and of which ſhe had firſt drank herſelf. 
ne To this advice, after ſome throes of deſpe- 
2 ration, ſhe at length conſented, wo e e to 


1 it in execution. 
Ax the time when this refohition was ben, 


dee ſuddenly ſtarted from a reſtleſs 
fſlumber; he was again flung by an inſtantaneous 


reflection upon his own miſery, and indulged the 
diſcontent of his mind in this exclamation : If 


* wiſdom and goodneſs do indeed preſide over 


«© the works of OMNIPOTENCE, whence is op- 


. ſpraſion — and cruelty? As NOURADIx 
| alone 


n 
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& alone has a right to AMANA, why is 1 
« inthe power of Os ix? O that now the juſtice 
« of HRAVEN would appear in my behalf! O 
<« that from this hour I was OsMx, and Osmin 
© NoURADDIN !” The moment he had uttered  - 
this wiſh his chamber was darkened as with : 
thick cloud, which was at length diſſipated by a 
burſt of thunder; and a being, whoſe appearance 
was more than human, ſtood before him. Nou- 
„ RADDIN,” ſaid the viſion, I am of the re- 
ce gion above thee : but my buſineſs is with the 
„ children of the earth. Thou haſt: wiſhed to 
ce be Os Mix, and as far as this wiſh is poſſible 
ce it ſhall be accompliſhed; thou ſhalt be enabled 
<« to aſſume his appearance, and to exerciſe his 
% power. I know not yet whether I am per- 
“ mitted to conceal Os ix under the appear- 
c ance of NOURADDIN,' but till to morrow he N 
« ſhall not interrupt thee.” _ 
NoUuRADDIN, who had been held Data 
by aſtoniſhment and terror, now. recovered- his 
fortitude-as in the preſence of a friend; and was 
about to expreſs his gratitude and joy, when the 
Genivs bound a taliſman on his left arm, and © i} 
acquainted him with its power: © As often as 1 
this bracelet,” ſaid he, “ ſhall be applied to ( 
<< the region of thy heart, thou ſhalt be alter- 
* nately changed in appearance from Nov- ; 
„ RADDIN to Oszzix, and from Os iN to Nou- [1 
% RADDIN.,” | 
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22 The ADVENTURER. No. 73. 
© RADDIN*” The genius then ſuddenly diſap- 
peared, and NoURADDIN, impatient to recover 


| the poſſeſſion of AMANA, inſtantly applied the 


ſtud of the bracelet to his breaſt, and the next 
moment found himſelf alone in an apartment of 
the ſeraglio. | 

Duni this interval, the Cartien, who 
was expecting the iſſue of his meſſage to AMANa, 
became reſtleſs and impatient : he quitted his 
apartment, and went into the gardens, where 
he walked backward and forward with a violent 
but interrupted pace; and at length ſtood: ſtill 
frowning and penſive, with his eyes fixed on the 
clear ſurface of a fountain in the middle of the 


walk. The agitation of his mind continued, 


and at length broke out into this foliloquy : 
«© What is my felicity, and what is my power? 
„J am wretched, by the want of that which 
ce the caprice of woman has beſtowed upon my 


<« ſlave; I can gratify revenge, but not deſire; 


& T can withold felicity from him, but I cannot 
« procure it to myſelf. Why have I not power 
cc to aſſume the form in which I might enjoy my 
« wiſhes? I will at leaſt enjoy them in thought. 


„ If I was NOoURADDIx, I ſhould be claſped 


«© with tranſport to the boſom. of AMANA.““ 
He then reſigned himſelf to the power of imagi- 
| Jos, and was again filent : but the moment 
his with was uttered, he became- ſubject to the 

1 | GENIUS 


* 
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Genius who had juſt tranſported: NouRADDIN 


to his palace. This wiſh,” therefore, was in- 


ſtantly fulfilled ; and his eyes being ſtill fixed 


upon the water, he perceived with ſudden wonder 


and delight, that his figure had been changed in 
a moment, and that the mirror reflected another 


image. His fancy had been warmed with the 
ideal careſſes of Aux ANA; the tumult of his mind 

was increaſed. by the prodigy; and the gratiſica- 
tion of his appetite being the only object of his 
attention, he haſted inſtantly to the pallace, 


without reflecting that, as he would not be 


known, he would be refuſed admittance. At 


the door to which he advanced with eagerneſs 


and precipitation, he was ſtopped by a party of 
the guard that was now commanded by Caled: 

a tumult enſued, and Caled being haſtily called, 
believed that NouRADDIN in the phrenzy of 
deſperation had ſcaled the walls of the garden to 
recover Aux ANA; and rejoicing in an opportu- 
nity of revenge that exceeded his hope, inſtantly 
ſtabbed him with his poignard, but at the ſame 
time received that of the CALIPH in his heart. 


Thus fell at once the tyrant and the traytor; the 


tyrant by the hand which had been armed to 
ſupport him in oppreſſion, and the traytor by the 
fury of the, appetite which his Prey had. ex- 


Cited. 
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Ix the mean time the man who was believed 
to be ſlain repoſed in ſecurity upon a ſofa; and 
AM ANA by the direction of her women had pre- 
pared the meſſage and the bowl. They were 
now diſpatched to the CALIrH, and received by 
NoukADbpix. He underſtood by the meſſage | 
that AMANA was yet inviolate : in the joy of 
his heart, therefore, he took the bowl, which 
having emptied he returned by the eunuch, and 
commanded that AMANA ſhould be brought into 
his preſence. 

In obedience to this command ſhe was con- 


ducted by her women to the door, but ſhe en- 


tered alone pale and trembling ; and though her 


lips were forced into a ſmile, the characters 


which grief dread and averſion had written in her 


countenance were not effaced. NovRADDIN / 
who beheld her diſorder, exulted in the hdelity 


of her love, and ſpringing forward threw his 
arms about her in an extacy of tenderneſs and 
joy; which was ſtill heightened when he per- 


ceived, that in the character of Osxix thoſe 


embraces were ſuffered with reluctance, which 
in his own were returned with ardor: he, there 
fore, retreating backward a few paces, applied 
the taliſman again to his breaſt, and having re- : 
covered his own form, would have ruſhed again 
into her arms; but ſhe ſtarted from him in con- 

fuſion and terror, He ſmiled at the effect of the 


prodigy 3 


No. 73. - The ADVENTURER. 25 


prodigy ; and ſuſtaining her on his boſom, re- 
peated ſome tender incidents which were known 
to no other; told her by what means he had in- 
tercepted her meſſage; and urged her imme- 
_ dintely to eſcape, that they might poſleſs all their 
deſires in each other, and leave the incumbrance 
of royalty to the wretch, whoſe likeneſs he had 
been enabled to aſſume, and was now impatient 
to renounce.  AMANA gazed at him with a2 
fixed attention, till her ſuſpicion and doubts were 
removed; then ſuddenly turned from him, tore 
her garment, | and looking up. to heaven i impre- 
cated curſes upon her head, till her voice faul- 
tered and ſhe burſt into tears. 

Or this agony, which Noun annm beheld 
with unutterable diſtreſs, the broken exclamations 
of AMANA at length acquainted him with the 
cauſe. In the bowl,” faid ſne, which thou 
“ haſt intercepted, there was death. I wiſhed, 
when I took it from my lips, that the draught 
which remained might be. poiſon: a powder 
e was immediately ſhaken into it by an inviſible 
hand, and a voice whiſpered. me that him 


who drank the \pofiew it would inevitably 
<« deſtroy.” 
| NouRADDIN, to whoſe n 08 Ho: ma- 
lignity had now ſpread, perceived that his diſ- 
ſolution would be ſudden: his legs already : 


trembled, and his eyes became dim; he ftretched 
VOL. T2 » out 


cc 


x Ab. 


cc 
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out his arms towards AMANA, and his coun- 
tenance was diſtorted by an ineffectual effort to 
ſpeak ; impenetrable darkneſs came upon him, 
he groaned and fell backwards. In his fall the 
taliſman again ſmote his breaſt; his form was 
again changed, and the horrors of death were 
- Impreſſed upon the features of OsMin, Amana, 
Who ran to ſupport him, when ſhe perceived 
the laſt transformation, ruſhed out of the apart- 
ment with the wild impetuoſity of diſtraction 
and deſpair. -'The ſeraglio was alarmed im a 
moment; the body which was miſtaken for that 
of OsMin, was examined by the phyſicians; 
the effects of poiſon were evident; AMANA was 
immediately ſuſpected; and by the command of 
SHOMAR, who ſucceeded his father, me. was 
put to death. _ p 
„ Suck,“ ſaid the companion of RHE DI, 
cc was the end of NouRAaDDIN and AMANa, 
* of Osmin and CL ED, from whoſe deſtiny 
c J have withdrawn the veil. Let the world 
*<«« conſider it, and be wiſe: be thou ſtill the 
e meſſenger of inſtruction, and let increaſe of 
knowledge cloath thee with humility.“ 
WHILE mine eye was fixed upon the hoary 
ſage, who had thus vouchſafed me counſel and 
knowledge, his countenance became bright as 


"OF morning, and his robe fleecy like a cloud; 
he 
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he roſe like a vapour from the ground, and che 


next moment I ſaw him no more. 


I THEN turned towards RRE Di the berni, chil- 
led with reverence, and dumb with aſtoniſhment : 


but in the countenance of RE DI was the calm 


chearfulneſs of ſuperior virtue; and I perceived 
that the ſanity of his life had acquainted him 
with divine intelligence. Hamer,” ſaid he, 
ce the voice which thou haſt heard is the voice of 
« Zachis the genius; by whoſe power the 
« wonders which he has related were produced. 


6 It is the province of Z Achs to puniſni im 


e“ patience and preſumption, by fulfilling the 
cc deſires of thoſe who wiſh to interrupt the 
c order of nature, and preſume to direct the 
cc hand of PROVIDENCE. Relate * what thou 
ce haſt heard, to preſerve others from his power.” 
Now, therefore, let VIx Tus ſuffer adverſity 
with patience, and Vice dread to incur the mi- 
ſery ſhe would infli: for by him who repines at 


the ſcale of HEAveN, his own portion of good is 


diminiſhed; and he who preſumptuouſly aſſumes 


the ſword, will turn the point upon his own 


boſom. 
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Non. 74 Seroxpav, v 21, 1753. 


„ ee 


ee hin identi: * 
Conſultus, erro. Hor, 
TI miſt my end, and loſt 1 my way, 

117180 crack-brain'd wiſdom led aſtray, 


13 170 the AbykxrukkR. 
8715 81 R, 2} 
T T has long been a by one part of man- 
KEkind upon the other, that they will not take 
advice; that counſel and inſtruction are generally 
*thrown away; and that, in dehance both of ad- 
-monition and example, all claim the right to 
ehooſe their own. TIES and to e, their 


"own lives. 
Tar. there: is fonthing.; in advice very uſe- 


ful and falutary; ſeems to be equally confeſſed on 
all hands; fince even thoſe that reject it, allow 
For the moſt part that rejection to be wrong, but 
charge the fault upon the unſkilful manner in 
which it is given; they admit the efficacy of the 
medicine, but abhor the nauſeouſneſs of the 
vehicle. „ 8 

Tavs mankind have gone on from century 


to century: ſome have been adviſing others how 4 
to act, and ſome have been teaching the adviſers N} 
how to adviſe; yet very little alteration has been 
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made in the world. As we muſt all by the law 
of nature enter life in ignorance, we muſt all- 
make our way through it by the light of our own 
experience, and, for any ſecurity that advice has 
been yet able to afford, muſt endeayour aſter. 
ſucceſs at the hazard of miſcarriage, and learn to 
do right by venturing to do wrong. 1 

By advice I would not be underſtood. 10 mean, 
the everlaſting and unvariable principles of moral 
and religious truth, from which no change of. 
external circumſtances can juſtify. any deviation; 
but ſuch directions as reſpect merely the pru-, 
dential part of conduct, and which may be fol. 
lowed or neglected without any violation of ef 
ſential duties. MOTEL 
Ir is, indeed, not ſo frequently to 3 us 
good as to make us wiſe, that our friends em- 
ploy the officiouſneſs of counſel ;, and among. the 
rejectors of advice, who are centage by the 
grave and ſententious with ſo much acrimony, 
you will not ſo often find the vicious and aban- | 
doned, as the pert and the petulant, the vivacious 
and the giddy., | 
As the great = of female, ern ys is to get 
a huſband, this likewiſe is the general ae of 
againſt thoſe — girls, who bh not liſten, 
patiently to the lectures of wrinkled wiſdom, is, 
chat they will die unmarried, or throw themſelves "TE 


C3 =" 


complaiſant attention; nor when the conſequence 
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away upon ſome worthleſs ene who will never 
be able to keep them a coach. | 

I, BEING naturally of a ductile and eaſy tem- 
per, without ſtrong deſires or quick reſentments, 


was always a favourite amongſt the elderly ladies, 


becauſe I never rebelled againſt ſeniority, nor 
could be charged with thinking myſelf wiſe be- 
fore my time; but heard every opinion with ſub- 


miſve ſilence, profeſſed myſelf ready to learn 


from all who ſeemed inclined to teach me, paid 


the ſame grateful acknowledgments for precepts 


contradiftory to each other, and if any con- 
troverſy aroſe, was careful to fide with her who 
preſided in the company. 

OF. this compliance I very early found the 48. 
vantage; for my aunt MAIL DA left me a very 
large addition to my fortune, for this reaſon 
chiefly, as ſhe herſelf declared, becauſe I was 
not above hearing good counſel, but would fit 
from morning till night to be inſtructed, while 
my ſiſter Sox EY, who was a year younger than 
myſelf, and was, therefore, in greater want of 
information, was ſo much conceited of her own 
knowledge, that whenever the good lady in the 
ardour of benevolence reproved or inſtructed her, 
ſhe would pout or titter, interrupt her with 
queſtions, or embarraſs her with objections. 

I Hap no deſign to ſupplant my ſiſter by this 


of 
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of my obſequiouſnels came to be known, did 
SUKEY ſo much envy as deſpiſe me: I was, how- 
ever, very well pleaſed with my ſucceſs ; * and 
having received, from the concurrent opinion of 
all ankles. a notion that to be rich was to be 
great and. happy, 1 thought I. had obtained my 
advantages at an eaſy rate, and reſolved to con- 
tinue the ſame paſſive attention, ſince I found 
myſelf ſo powerfully recommended 4 57 it to kind- 
neſs and eſte m. ak 

THz deſire of adviſing bad a very 3 
prevalence; and ſince advice cannot be given 
but to thoſe that will hear it, a patient liſtener 
is neceſſary to the accommodation of all thoſe 
who deſire to be confirmed in the opinion of 
their own wiſdom: a patient liſtener, however, 
is not always to be bad; the preſent age, what - 
ever age is preſent, is ſo vitiated and diſordered, © 
that young people are readier to talk than to- at- 
tend, and good. counſel, is only thrown away 
upon thoſe who are full of their own. yo 
fections. . 

I was, therefore, - in his 3 nf 1 
ſenſe, a general favourite; and ſeldom ſaw a ** 
in which ſome ſober matron did not invite me to 
her houſe, or take me out in her chariot, for the 
ſake of inſtructing me how to keep my character 
in this cenſorious age, how to conduct myſelf in 
the time of courtſhip, how to ſtipulate for a ſet- 

C 4 | tlement, 
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tlement, how to manage a huſband of every cha- 


racter, regulate my family, and educate my 
children. . 

W are all naturally credulous f in our own fa- 
vour. Having been ſo often careſſed and ap- 
plauded for my docility, I was willing to believe 
myſelf really enlightened by inſtruction, and 
completely qualified for the taſk of life. I did not 
doubt but I was entering the-world with a mind 
furniſhed againſt all exi gencies, with expedients to 
extricate myſelf from every difficulty, and ſaga- 


city to provide againſt every danger; Iwas, there- 


fore, in haſte to give ſome ſpecimen of my pru- 
dence, and to ſhew that this liberality of inſtruc- 
tion had not been idly laviſhed upon a wind in- 
Cones of improvement. 

Mr purpoſe, for why ſhould I deny it, was 
like that of other women, to obtain a huſband of 
rank and fortune ſu perior to my own; and in this 


T had the concurrence of all thoſe that had aſ- 
| ſumed: the province of directing me. That the 


woman was undone who married below . herſelf, 
was univerſally agreed ; and though ſome ven- 
tured: to aſſert, that the richer man ought inva- 
riably to be preferred, and that money was a 


ſufficient compenſation for a defective anceſtry; 
yet the majority declared warmly for a gentleman, 


and were of opinion that Sure ſhould not be: 


encouraged, 
Wins 


* 


No. 74. The ADVENTURER. 33 


Wrrz regard to other qualifications J had. an 
irreconcileable variety of inſtructions. E. 1 Was 
ſometimes told, that deformity was no defect in 
a man; and that he who was not encouraged to 
intrigue by an opinion of his perſon, was more 
likely to value the tenderneſs of his wife: but a 
grave widow dĩrected me to chuſe a man who 
might imagine himſelf agreeable to me, for that 
the deformed were always inſupportably vigilant, 
and apt to. ſink into ſullenneſs, or burſt into 
rage, if they found their wife's eye wandering 
for a moment to a good face or a handſome ſhape; 

THEy were, however, all unanimous in warn- 
ing me, with repeated cautions, , againſt all 
thoughts of union with a wit, as a being with 
whom no happineſs could poſſibly be enjoyed: 
men of every other kind I Was taught to gqvern, . 
but a wit was an animal whom no arts. of taming 
had been yet diſcovered : the woman whom, he 
could once get within his power, was conſidered 
as loſt to all hope of dominion or of uiet; for 
he. would detect artifice and defeat al urement, ve 
and if once he diſcovered any failure of conduct, 
would believe his own eyes, in. defiance oft tears, 
careſſes, and proteſtations. 

IN purſuance of theſe ſage principles 15 pro- 
ceeded to form my ſchemes; ; and. while 1 was * 
yet in the firſt bloom of youth, was taken out at 
an aſſembly by Mr. F RISK, I am | afraid x my 

9 8 " OM checks., 
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cheeks glowed, and my eyes ſparkled ; for 1 
obſerved the looks of all my ſuperintendants 
fixed anxiouſly upon me; and I was next day 
cautioned againſt him from all hands, as a man 
of the moſt dangerous and formidable kind, who 
had writ verſes to one lady, and then forſaken 
her only becauſe ſhe could not read them, and 
had lampooned another for no other fault than 
defaming his fifter. 
Havrxo been hitherto bat to ey 1 
ventured to diſmiſs Mr. Fxisx, who happily 
did not think me worth the labour of a lampoon. | 
Twas then addreſſed by Mr. STURDY, and con- 
gratulated by all my friends on the manors of 
which I was ſhortly t to be lady: but STurDY's 
converſatidn was ſo groſs, that after the third 
_ viſit 1 could endure him no longer; and incurred 
| 'by diſmifling him the cenſure of all my friends, 
who declared that my nicety was greater than 
my prudence, and that they feared it would be 
| my fate at laſt to be wretched with a wit. | 
By a wit, however, I was never afterwards 
attacked, but lovers of every other claſs, or pre- 
tended lovers, I have often had; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the advice conſtantly given me, to have 
no regard in my choice to my own inclinations, 
N 1 could not forbear to diſcard ſome for vice, and 
ſome for rudeneſs. I was once loudly cenſured 


for refuſing an old gentleman who offered an 
enormous 
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enormous jointure, and died of the phthyſic a 

year after; and was ſo bated with inceſſant im- 

portunities, that I ould have given my hand to 

DRoNE the ſtock jobber, had not the reduction 
of intereſt made him afraid at the Expences of 
of matrimony. 

Sou, indeed, I was permitted to encou- 
rage; but miſcarried of the main end by treating 
them according to the rules of art which had 
been preſcribed me. ALTILIs, an old maid, 
infuſed into me ſo much haughtineſs and reſerve, 
that ſome of my lovers withdrew themſelves from 
my frown and returned no more; others were 
driven away by the demands of ſettlement, which 
the widow TRAPLAND directed me to make; 
and I have learned by many . experiments, that 

to alk advice is to loſe opportunity. 


"x am, SIR, 
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e 7s 15 mar, Fir 24: 175% 
85 . virtus 56 Jy ſapientia poi Ie, 1 
Utile propoſuit nobis exemplar Ulyſſem. HoR.. 


To ſhew what pious wiſdom's pow'r can 405 


Ihe poet ſets Ulyfles in in our view. 
en Oo "Faaxers, 


1* HAVE ny eee at the common 
practice of our inſtructors of youth, in making 
their pupils far more intimately acquainted with 
the ILIAD than with the OpyssEY of HoukR. 
This abſurd cuſtom, which ſeems to ariſe from the 
fuppoſed ſuperi tority of the former poem, has in- 
clined me to make ſome reflections on the ex- 
cellence of the latter; a taſk I am the more 
readily induced to undertake, as ſo little is per- 
formed in the diſſertation prefixed by Broome 

to Popx's tranſlation of this work, which one 

may venture to pronounce is confuſed defective 

and dull. Thoſe who receive all their opinions 

in criticiſm from cuſtom and authority, and never 

dare to conſult the deciſions of reaſon and the 
voice of nature and truth, muſt not accuſe me of 
being affectedly paradoxical, if I endeavour to 
maintain that the OpyssEty excells the ILiap in 

many reſpects; and that for ſeyeral reaſons. 

| young. 
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young ſcholars n en it Oe . ne 
es l 
nn [ro of his Pente is more 3 
uſeful than that of the ILIAD; which, indeed, 
by diſplaying the dire effects of diſcord among 
rulers, may rectify the conduct of princes, and 
may be called the MANUAL or MoxARCHS: 
whereas the patience, the prudence, the wiſdom, 
the temperance, and fortitude of ULYSSES, afford 
apattern, the utility of which is not confined with- 
in the compaſs of courts and palaces, but deſcends 
and diffuſes its influence over common life and 
daily practice. If the faireſt examples ought to be 
placed before us in an age prone to imitation, if 
patriotiſm be preferable to implacability, if an 
_ eager deſire to return to one's country and family 
be more manly and noble than an eager deſire to 
be revenged of an enemy, then ſhould our eyes 
rather be fixed on ULyssEs. than ACHILLES. 
' Unexperienced minds, too. eafily captivated with 
the fire and fury of a gallant general, are apt to 
prefer courage to conſtancy, and firmnefs to-hu- 
manity. We do not behold the deſtroyers of 
peace. and the murderers of mankind, with the 
| | deteſtation due to their crimes ; becauſe we have 
[ been inured almoſt from our infancy to liſten to 
the praiſes that have been wantonly laviſhed on 
them by the moſt exquiſite Pe TRE _ * 
8 * muſes, — apply the words of an ancient 
9 "9 Lanes 
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Eyric, „have concealed and decorated the 
bloody ſword with wreaths of myrtle.” Let the 
ILiap-beever ranked at the head of human com- 
poſitions. for its ſpirit and ſublimity; but let not 
the milder, and, perhaps, more inſinuating and 
attractive beauties of the ODyssty be deſpiſed: 
and overlooked. In the one we are placed amidſt 
the rage of ſtorms and tempeſts :. 
Ns & ons A, mhoz Ni Hi gie x 
Hu een, ore AH % N uowe 
an. dre. g e uereg He. x 
| <. Iliad XVI. 384. 
As 8 in autumn Jove his fury pours, 
And earth is loaden with inceſſant ſhowers :. 
From their deep beds he bids the rivers — 
And e all the floodgates of the ſkies. 
Pore... 
In the "WY all- is tranquil and 1 and 


Py delightful : 


OUT? Tor 248g. | 
Natel Zip golo Ayumreiorias apntaAC 
Shears avinow aranuxew evbewres, Odyſſ. IV. — 
Stern winter ſmiles on that auſpicious elime; 
The fields are florid with unfading prime: 
From the bleak pole no winds inclement blow, 
Mold the round hail, or ſhake the fleecy ſhow: 
But from the breezy deep, the Bleſt inhale _ 
The fragrant murmurs af gra weltern gale. 
© : ; Porz. 
3 : * 
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Accordingly, to diſtinguiſh the very different 
natures of theſe poems, it was anciently the prac- 
tice of thoſe who publicly recited them, to re- 
preſent the ILIAbD, in alluſion to the bloodſhed 
it deſcribed, in a robe of ſcarlet; and the 
Opvyssty, on account of the Oe it relates, 
in an azure veſtment. | 

Tux predominant paſſion of Urrssrs being 
the love of his country, for the ſake of which he 
even refuſes immortality, the has taken every 
occaſion to diſplay it in the livelieſt and moſt 
ſtriking colours. The firſt time we behold the 
hero, we find him diſconſolately ſitting on the 
folitary ſhore, ſighing to return to Ithaca, Nero» 
b0vgopurrew, weeping inceſlantly, and fil caſting 
his eyes upon tn ſea, 


IIe ir ana, W Iareve Ace. 


6 While a goddeßs, ſays Minerva at they very be 
ginning of the poem, © by her power and her al- 
“ fluremens detains him from Ithaca, he is dying 
<« with deſire to ſee even ſo much as the ſmoke 

« ariſe from his much loved iſland: tarda fluunt, 

4 ingrataque tempora |” While the luxurious 
Phæacians were enjoying a delicious banquet, he 
attended not to their mirth and mufic, for the 
time approached when he was to return to Ithaca: 
they — prepared a ſhip for him to ſet ſail in the 


very . 
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very next morning; and the thoughts of his ap- 


proaching PO: having Rpt} he all his 
1 6 


"He as, and: 127 U the . j and: wiſh'd. the 
night 


— A Y&g Hνe,eg n * 


To repreſent his impatience more ſtrongly, the 
poet adds a moſt expreſſive ſimile, ſuited to the 

ſimplicity of ancient times: The ſetting of the 
6 ſun” ſays he, was as welcome and grateful to 
% Urxsszs, as it is to a well-laboured plowman, 
« who earneſtly waits for its decline, that he 
«© may return to his ſupper, Aero» inoixcolas, 
« while his 1 knees are painful to him e 
85 walks along,” 


— — ae. * rel var ln. 


6 | Notwithſianding all the pleaſures = . 
ments I received from Calypſo, yet, ſays our 
hero, I perpetually bedewed with my tears the 
66 mene, which 1 immortal beauty gave to 
| T1 me:“ | 


14 


7 wh — — ltere v i 
 Adxgues Jeveouor 7% n ee, Nous ane. 
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We are preſented in every page with freſh in- 
ſtances of this love of his country, and his 
whole behaviour convinces Us, mm þ 


Mas 9s veto 56 PT To. 


This generous endment runs like a «gate vein 
throughout the whole poem. 

Ir this animating example were duly and 
deeply inculcated, how ſtrong an impreſſion 

would it neceſſarily make upon the yielding 

minds of youth, when melted and mollified by 5 
the warmth of ſuch exalted poetry! 

Non is the OpyssEx leſs excellent and uſeful, 
in the amiable pictures it affords of en 1 
fections and e tenderneſſes, 


ee all Sancta {4237 ie 
Of father, ſon, and brother: 
e 7 5 1 IE.  MiLToON. 


"; 


WIEN Urxss zs deſcends into the infernal re- 
gions, it is finely contrived that he ſhould meet. 
his aged mother ANTICLEA.,, After his firſt for= 
row and ſurprize,, he eagerly. inquires into the, 
cauſes of her death, and adds,“ Doth my fa- 
<< ther yet live? does my ſon poſſes my domi- 
« nions, or does he groan.under the tyranny of 


64 ſome uſurper who thinks I ſhall never return? 
0 18. 


Philoſopher, and I wiſh I could not add'than in, 
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£0 my wife {till conſtant to my bed? or hath 
* ſome noble Grecian. married her! 2” —Theſe 
queſtions are the very voice of nature and affec- 
tion. ANTICLEA anſwers, that „ ſhe herſelf 
died with grief for the loſs of ULYssEs; that 
«© LAERTES languiſhes away life in ſolitude and 
„% ſorrow for him; and that PENELOPE. per- 
„ petually and inconſglably bewails his ee, 
% and ſighs for his return.“ 
WEN the hero, diſguiſed like a ſtranger, = 
the firſt i interview with his father, whom he finds. 
diverting; his cares with rural amuſements in his 
little garden, he informs him that he had ſeen his 
ſon in his travels, but now deſpairs of beholding 
him again. Upon this the ſorrow. of LAERTES 
is inexpreſſible: ULyssts can counterfeit no 
longer, but exclaims ardently, 


I, I am he ! O father riſe! behold 


And the RMA of himſelf to be 


in the ſixteenth book, in a ſpeech of ſhort and 


broken exclamations, is equally tender and pe- 
thetic. 

"Trex duties of unser Pere of cha- 
rity, and of hoſpitality, that unknown and un- 


practiſed virtue, are perpetually inculcated with: 


more emphaſis and elegance than in any ancient 


any 


A 
a 
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any modern. ULyssEs meets with a friendly 
reception in all the various nations to which he 
is driven; who declare their inviolable obliga- 
tions to protect and cheriſh the ſtranger and the 
wanderer. Above all, how amiable is the beha- 
viour of EumEvs to his unknown maſter, who 
aſks for his charity. It is not lawful for me,” | 
ſays the Abbe Trogg, I dare not deſpiſe any 

e ſtranger or indigent man, even if he were , 
«© much meaner than thou appeareſt to be; for 
© the poor and ſtrangers are ſent to us by Jupr- 
«© TER!” Keep, ſays EpiCTETUs, © conti- 
cc tinually in thy memory, what Euuzus ſpeaks 
“ in HoMER to the diſguiſed ULVYSsES.“ I am 
ſenſible, that many ſuperficial French erities have 
endeavoured to ridicule all that paſſes at the lodge 
of Euukus, as coarſe and indelicate, and below 
the dignity of epic poetry: but let them attend 
to the following obſervation of the greateſt genius 

of their nation; „ Since it is delightful,” ſays 

FRENELON, © in one of TrrIAx's landſcapes to 
e ſee the goats climbing up a hanging rock, or 
to behold in one of TENIERS“'s pieces a coun- 

„ try feaſt and ruſtic dances; it is no wonder, 
<< that we are pleaſed with ſuch natural deſcriptions 
< as we find in the Opyssry. This ſimplicity 
« of manners ſeems to recall the golden age. I 

cs am more pleaſed with honeſt EuMEvs, than 
" with the — of 2 or Cleopatra.” 
Tur 
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Tux moral precepts with which every page 
of the OprssEy is pregnant, are equally noble. 
PLATo's with is here accompliſhed; for we be- 
hold VirTvue perſonally appearing to the ſons of 
A in her moſt awful and moſt all uring charms. 
_ + Pug remaining reaſons, why the OpyvssEx is 
equal if not ſuperior to the IL1ap, and why it is 
a poem moſt peculiarly proper for the peruſal of 
youth; are, becauſe the great variety of events 
and ſcenes it contains, intereſt and engage the at- 
tention more than the ILI AD; becauſe charac- 
ters and images drawn from familiar life, are 
more uſeful to the generality of readers, and are 
alſo more difficult to be drawn; and becauſe the 
conduct of this poem, conſidered as the moſt? 
perfect of Epopees, is more artful and judicious: 
than that of the other. The diſcuſſion of theſe 
beauties will make the FO of ae ee 
i Eper. | 
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Nun. 76. SATURDAY, Jub 1 1755 


Duc me, PaRE Ne, clſaue a e. Poli, 

Quocunque placuit; nulla parendi mora gi; 

Aadſum impiger. Fac nolle ; comitabor cements”, 
 Maluſque patiar, quod hono licuit pati. 


SENECA ex CLEANTHE, 


Conduct me, thou of beings cauſe divine, 
Where'er I'm deſtinꝰd in thy great deſign! we 
Active, I follow on: for ſhould my will 
Relift I'm impious ; but muſt follow ſtill. 

HaRRIS. 


'OZA LDAB, Caliph of Sende 
ſecurely for many years in the ſilken pavi- 
lions of pleaſure, and had every morning anointed 
his head with the oil of gladneſs, when his only 
ſon ABORAM, for whom he had crouded his 
treaſuries with gold, extended his dominions 
with conqueſts, and ſecured them with impreg- 
nable fortreſſes, was ſuddenly wounded, as he 
was hunting, with an arrow from an unknown 
hand, and expired in the fiel. 
Booz AL DAB in the diſtraction of grief ad 4 
ſpair refuſed to return to his palace, and retired 
to the gloomieſt grotto in the neighbouring moun- 
tain: he there rolled himſelf: on the duſt, tore 
away the hairs, of his hoary beard, and daſhed 
| the 
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the cup of conſolation that PaATitENcs offered 
him to the ground. He ſuffered not his min- 
ſtrels to approach his preſence; but liſtened to 
the ſereams of the melancholy birds of midnight, 
that flit through the ſolitary vaults and echoing 
chambers of the Pyramids. Can that GOD 
te be benevolent.“, hecry'd, who thus wounds 
ce the ſoul, as from an ambuſh, with unexpected 
„e ſorrows, and cruſhes his creatures in a mo- 
% ment with irremediable calamity? Ye lying 
<« Imans, prate to us no more of the juſtice and 
<« the kindneſs of an all-directing and all-loving 
« PROVIDENCE ! HE, whom ye pretend reigns 
in Heaven, is fo far from protecting the miſe- 
© rable ſons of men, that he perpetually delights 
© to blaſt the ſweeteſt flowrets in the garden of 
Horn; and like a malignant giant, to beat 
down the ſtrongeſt towers of HAPPINEss with 
the iron mace of his anger. If this Being 
© poſſeſſed the goodneſs and the power with 
4 which flattering prieſts have inveſted him, he 
6 would doubtleſs be inclined and enabled, to 
<6 nin thoſe evils which render the world a 
“ dungeon of diſtreſs, a vale of vanity and woe. 
« I will continue in it no longer !” N 
Ar that moment he furiouſly raiſed his hand, 
which” DesPAIiR had armed with a dagger, to 
ſtrike deep into his boſom ; when ſuddenly thick 
faſhes of lightning ſhot through the cavern, and 


a 
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a being of more than human beauty and magni- 
tude, arrayed in azure robes, crowned with 
amaranth, and wavihg a branch of palm in his 
right hand, arreſted the arm of the trembling and 
aſtoniſhed CAL Irn, and ſaid with 4 majeſtic 
ſmile, Follow me to the top of this mountain.“ 
Lock from hence,” ſaid the awful con- 
ductor, „I am CaLoc, the Angel of Dl, : 
look from hence into the valley,” _ 
_ BoZALDAB opened his eyes and beheld: a 19 | 
ren, a ſultry, and ſolitary iſland, in the midſt of 
which ſat a pale meagre and ghaſtly figure: it 
was a merchant juſt periſhing with famine, and 
lamenting that he could find neither wild berries 
nor a ſingle ſpring in this forlorn uninhabited 
deſart; and begging the protection of heaven 
againſt the tigers that would now certainly deſtroy 
him, ſince he had conſumed the laſt fuel he had 
collected to make nightly fires to affright them. 
He then caſt a caſket of jewels on the ſand, as 
trifles of no uſe; and crept feeble and trembling 
to an eminence, where he was accuſtomed to 
ſit every evening to watch the ſetting ſun, and to 
give a ſignal to any ſhip ue might haply oh 
proach the iſland. | 
© INHABITANT nf heaven,” aha Tha as Fo 
„ ſuffer not this wretch to 'periſh by the fury _ 
of wild beaſts.” Peace, ſaid the ANGEL, 
46 and hep cheer RT 
8 | He 
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Hz looked again, and behold a veſſel arrived 
at the deſolate iſle. What words can paint the 
rapture of the ſtarving. merchant, when the cap- 
tain offered to tranſport him to his native coun- 
try, if he would reward him with half the jewels 

of his caſket. No ſooner had this pityleſs com- 
mander received:the ſtipulated ſum, than he held 
a conſultation with his crew, and they agreed to 
ſeize the remaining . jewels, and leave the un- 
happy exile in the ſame helpleſs and lamentable 
condition in which they diſcovered him. He 
wept and trembled,. intreated and implored in 
vain, 
« Wil Heaven permit fugh injuſtice to be 
ec practiſed,” exclaimed: BozALDAB ?: Look 
<< again, ſaid the ANGEL, “ and behold the 
very ſhip in which, ſhort-ſighted; as thou art, 
c thou wiſhedſt the merchant might embark, 
c daſhed in pieces on a rock: doſt thou not 
< hear the cries of the ſinking ſailors? Preſume 
ec not to direct the GovERNOR of the UNIVERSE 
<« in his diſpoſal of events. The man whom 
thou haſt pitied ſhall be taken from this dreary 
* ſolitude, but not by the method thou wouldit 
<« preſcribe. His vice was avarice, by which he 
became not only abominable but wretched ; 
«© he fancied ſome mighty charm in wealth, 
| nr which, like the Wang of ABDIEL, would. gra- 


. 
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ce tify every wiſh and obviate every fear. This 
ce wealth he has now been taught not only to 
<« deſpiſe but abhor: he caſt his jewels upon the 
« ſand, and confeſſed them to be uſeleſs ; he 
ce offered part of them to the mariners, and per- 
« ceived them to be pernicious: he has now 
<« learnt, that they are rendered uſeful or vain, 
«© good or evil, only by the ſituation and tem- 
<< per of the poſſeſſor. Happy is he whom diſ- 
ce treſs has taught wiſdom ! But turn thine eyes to 
e another and more intereſting ſcene,” 
TE Carien inſtantly beheld a pndinitſieiait 
palace, adorned with the ſtatues of his anceſtors 
' wrought in jaſper ;' the ivory doors of which, 
turning on hinges of the gold of Gorconpa, 
diſcovered a throne of diamonds, furrounded with 
the RAJas of fifty nations, and with ambaſſadors 
in various habits and of different complexions; 


| on which fat Anon An the much lamented ſon 


of BoZALDAB, and by his title” a : princeſs fairer 
as a Hour. 8 

“ Gracious: ALLA Hit is my ſon,” cried 
the 8 O let me hold him to my 
« heart ! L Thou canſt not graſp an unſub- 
ce ſtantial pte replied the AnGeL: I am 
% now ſhewing thee what would have been the 
« deſtiny of thy ſon, had he continued longer 
ee on the earth.“ ce And Why, returned 
BOZALDAB, rs he not permitted to con- 
VOL. III. "IJ 5 tinue ? 
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ce tinue? Why was I not ſuffered: to be a wit- 


„ neſs of ſo muah ſeliciay and power? C Conſi- 


66 der the ſequel,” replied he that dwells in the 
fifth heaven. Boz AL DA looked earneſtly, and 
ſaw the countenance of his ſon, on which he had 
been uſed to behold the placid ſmile of ſimplicity 
and the vivid bluſhes of health, now diſtorted 


drunkenneſs: it was again animated with diſdain, 


it became pale with apprehenſion, and appeared 
to be withered by intemperance; his hands were 


ſtained with blood, and he trembled by turns 


with fury and terror: the palace ſo lately ſhining 
with oriental pomp, changed ſuddenh into the 
cell of a dungeon, where his ſon lay, ſtretched 


out on the cold pavement, gagged and bound, 


with his eyes put out. Soon after he perceived 
the favourite Sultana, who before was ſeated by 
his ſide, enter with a bowl of poiſon, which ſhe 
compelled. ABORAM to drink, and gere 
married the ſucceſſor to his throne. OT © 
Harry, ſaid Cato, is he whom Pro- 
66 Ne has. by the angel yl death ſnatched 


e from guilt.! from whom that power is with- 
cc held, which, if he had poſſeſſed, would have 


e accumulated upon himſelf Yet greater miſery 


than it could bring upon others. 


Ir is enough,” cried Dna dra 2 
alone We. deere ſchemes of OM 
ellen l 
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c SCIENCE From what dreadful evil has 
00 my. ſon been reſcued, by a death which 1 

c raſhly bewailed as unfortunate and premature 

e a death of innocence and peace,  which.bas 


e bleſſed his memory upon earth, and nf 

“ mitted his ſpirit to the fie.” 

« Casr away the dagger,” replied the 

heavenly meſſenger, which thou waſt pre- 

*“ paring to plunge into thine ,own. heart. Ex- 

„ change complaint for ſilence, and doubt for 

« adoration. Can a mortal look down, with- 

« out giddineſs and ſtupefaction, into the vaſt, 

« abyſs of ETERNAL WIS DO? Can a mind 
c that ſees not infinitely, perfectly comprehend 
any thing among an infinity of objects mutually 
relative? Can the channels, which thou 

% commandeſt to be cut to receive the annual 

“ inundations of thy NILE, contain the waters 

<< of the Octan | of Remember, that perfect hap- 

6 pineſs cannot be conferred on a creature; 1 for | 
perfect happineſs is an attribute: as incommus- 
<« nicable as perfect power and eternity. wee? 

TRE ANGEL, while he was ſpeaking thus, 

ſtretched out his pinions to fly back to the Em- 
pyrẽum; and the flutter of his wings was like 


the ruſhing of a cataract. „„ 
De een en 


* 


_ 
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4 Hues Shore 

| Fallax hiftorias monet. 5 HoR. 

To taint th? attentive mind ſhe tries OS 
With tales of exemplary vice. 


To the ADVvENTURER. 


18 I R, 17 855 
SHALL make no apology for the trouble I 
am about to give you, ſince I am ſure the mo- 
tives that induce me to give it, will have as much 
weight with you as they have with me : I ſhall, 
therefore, without further preface, relate to you 
the events of a life, which, however inſignificant 
and unentertaining, affords a leſſon of the higheſt 
importance; a leſſon the value of which I have 
experienced, and may, therefore, recommend. 
IAM the daughter of a gentleman of good fa- 
mily, who, as he was a younger brother, pur- 
chaſed with the portion that was allotted him a 
genteel poſt under the government. My mother 
died when I was but twelve years old ; and my 
father, who was exceſſively fond of me, deter- 
mined to be himſelf my preceptor, and to take 
care that my natural genius, which his partiality 


made him think above the common rank, ſhould 
- + 
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not want the improvements of a liberal education. 
He was a man of ſenſe with a tolerable ſhare of 
learning. In his youth he had been a free-liver, 
and perhaps for that reaſon took ſome. pains 6 
become what is called a free-thinker. But what- 
ever faſhionable frailties he might formerly have 
allowed in himſelf, he was now in advanced life, 
and had at leaſt worldly wiſdom enough to know, 
that it was neceſſary his daughter ſhould be re- 
ſtrained from thoſe liberties, which he had looked 
upon as trifling errors in his own conduct. He, 
therefore, lahoured with great application to in- 
culcate in me the love of order, the beauty of 
moral rectitude, and the happineſs and ſelf re- 
ward of virtue; but at the ſame time profeſſed it 

his deſign to free my mind from vulgar prejudices 
and ſuperſtition, for ſo he called RxvERALED RE 
LIGION., As I was urged to chuſe virtue, and 
reje& vice, from motives which had no neceſ- 
fary connexion with immortality, I was not led 

to conſider a future ſtate either with hope or fear: 
my father, indeed, when J urged him upon that 
ſubject, always intimated that the doctrine of im- 
mortality, whether true or falſe, ought not at all 

to influence my conduct or interrupt my peace; 
becauſe the virtue which ſecured happineſs in the 
preſent ſtate, would alſo ſecure it in a future: a 
future ſtate, therefore, I wholly diſregarded, 
and, to confeſs a truth, diſbelieved; for I 
Dx: thought 
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thought I could plainly diſcover that it was diſ- 
believed by my father, though he had not thought 
ft explicitly to declare his ſentiments. As I had 
no very turbulent paſſions, a ductile and good 
diſpoſition, and the higheſt reverence for his un- 
derſtanding as well as the tendereſt affection. for 
him, he found it an eaſy taſk to make me adopt 
every ſentiment and opinion which he propoſed to 
me as his own; eſpecially, as he took care to 
ſupport his principles by the authority and argu- 
ments of the beſt writers againſt CHRISTIANITY, 
Atithe age of twenty I was called upon to make 
uſe of all the philoſophy I had been taught, by 
his death; which not only deprived me of 2 pa- 
rent I moſt ardently loved, but with him of all the 
eaſe and affluence to which I had been accuſtomed. 
His income was only for life, and he had rather 
ved heyond than within it; conſequently, there 
was nothing left for me but the pride and help- 
leſſneſs of 1 life, a taſte for every thing 
elegant, and a delicacy and ſenſibility that has 
doubled all my ſufferings. In this diſtreſs a 
brother of my mother's, who was grown rich in 
trade, received me into his houſe, and declared 
he would take the ſame care of me as if I had 
been his own child. When the firſt tranſports 
of my grief were abated, I found myſelf in an 
eaſy ſituation, and from the natural chearfulneſs 
of my temper I was beginning once more to taſte 
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of Happineſs! / My uncle, who was a man of a 
arrow underſtanding and illlberal education, 
Was k little diſguſted with me for employing ſo 
much of my time in reading; but ſtill more ſo, 
when, happening to examine my books, - he 
found by the titles that ſome of them were what 
de called blaſphemy, and tended as he imagined 
to make me an Atheiſt. I endeavoured to ex- 
plain my principles, which I thought it beneath 
the dignity of virtue to diſguiſe or diſavow ; but 
as I never could make him conceive any diffe- 
rence between a Deiſt and an Atheiſt, my argu- 
ments only ſerved to confirm him in the opinion 
that I was a wicked wretch, who, in his own. 


phraſe, believed neither God nor Devil. As he 


was really a good man, an heartily zealous for 
the eſtabliſhed faith, though more from habit and 
prejudice than reaſon, my errors gave him great | 
affliction: I perceived it with the utmoſt concern; 
I perceived too, that he looked upon me with a 
degree of abhorrence mixed with pity, and that 
I was wholly indebted to his good nature for that 
protection which I had flattered myſelf I ſhould 
owe! to his love. I comforted myſelf, however, 
with my own integrity, and even felt a conſcious 
pride in ſuffering this perſecution from ignorance 
and follyh only becauſe I was ſuperior to vul gar 
errors and popular ſuperſtition; and that CHRIS T- 
TaxrT v deſerved theſe appellations, I was not 
+ D 3 more 


EY 
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more convinced by my father's arguments than 
my. uncle's conduct, who, as his zeal was not 
according to knowledge, was by no means quali- 
hed to adorn, the doctrine which he bed 
to believe.“ . + . 

 I-naDd lived a few. manths, ance. the . 
ſenſibility of receiying continual benefits, from a 
perſon whoſe eſteem and affection I had loſt, 
when my uncle one day came into my chamber, 
and after, preparing me for ſome unexpected good 
fortune, told me, he had juſt had a propoſal of 


marriage for me from a man to whom I could 


not poſſibly have any objection. He then named 
a merchant, with whom had often been in com- 
pany at his table. As the man was neither old 
nor ugly, had a large fortune and a fair character, 
my uncle thought himſelf ſufficiently authoriſed 
to pronounce as he did, that I could not poſſibly 
have any objection to him. An objection, how- 
ever, I had, which I told my uncle was to me 
inſuperable. ; it was, that the perſon. whom he 
propoſed to me as the companion, the guide and 
director of my whole life, to whom I was to vow 
not only obedience but love, had nothing in 
bim that could ever engage my affection: his 
underſtanding was low, mis ſentiments mean and 
indelicate, and his manner unpolite ene. 
ſing . What ſtuff i is all this, interrupted 
un uncle, ſentiments- inc delicate; unpolite 

| ; c his 


cc 
(e 


ce 
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his underſtanding, forſooth, not equal to your 
own ! Ah child, if you had leſs romance, 
conceit, and arrogance, and more true diſ- 


„ cretion and prudence, it would do you more 


good than all the fine books you have con- 
founded your poor head with, and what is. 


worle, perhaps, | ruined your poor ſoul. I 


© own, it went a little againſt my. conſcience to 


accept my honeſt friend's kind offer, and give 
him ſuch a pagan for his wife. But how know 


I whether the believing huſband may not con- 
“ yert the unbelieving wife ?!——As to your 


flighty objections, they are ſuch_ nonſenſe, 


that I wonder you can ſuppoſe me fool enough 


to be deceived by them. No, child; wiſe as 


e you are, you cannot impoſe upon a man who- 
« has lived as many years in the world as I have: 
I ſee your motive; you have ſome infidel: 


libertine rake in your eye, with whom you: 


would go headlong to perdition. But I ſhall: 
take care not to have your foul to anſwer for 
«as: well as your perſon. | Either I ſhall diſpcy, 
© of you to an honeſt man that may convert you, 


or you ſhall diſpoſe of yourſelf how you pleaſe 


« forme; for Idiſclaim all further care or trouble 
about you: ſol leave you to conſider, whether 


6. 


“or no the kindneſs I have ſhewn you, entitles: 
me to ſome little influence over you, and whe- 


en chuſe to ſeek protection where you can 
D 5 ; «nd: 
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„ find it, or accept of the happy Tor: e 
has cut out for you.“ 

Ix left me at the cloſe of this fn harangue, 
and I ſeriouſly ſet myſelf to conſider as he bade 
me, which of the two ſtates he had ſet before 
me I ought to chuſe; to ſubmit to a legal ſort of 
proſtitution, with the additional weight of per- 
Jury on my conſcience, or to expoſe myſelf to 
all the diſtreſſes of friendleſs poverty and un- 
protected youth. After ſome hours of deli- 
beration I determined on the latter, and that 
more from principle than inclination: for though 
my delicacy would have ſuffered extremely in 
accepting a huſband, at leaſt indifferent to me; 


— yet as my heart was perfectly diſengaged, and 


my temper naturally eaſy, I thought I could have | 
been leſs unhappy in following my uncle's ad- 


vice, than I might probably be by rejecting it: 
but then J muſt have ſubmitted to an action 1 


could not think juſtifiable, i in order to avoid mere 
external diſtreſſes. This would not have been 

philoſdphical. I had always been taught that 
virtue was of itſelf ſuffieient to happineſs; and 
that thoſe things which are generally eſteemed 
| evils, could have no power to diſturb the felicity 
of a mind governed by the eternal: rule of right, 
and truly enamoured of the charms of moral 
beauty. I reſolved, therefore, to run all riſques, 
rather than depart from this glorious — 
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J felt myſelf raiſed by the trial, and etulted in 

the opPortunity vf ſhewing my contempt of the | 
ſmile or frowns" of fortune, and of proving the 
poWer'of vittue" tofaſtain the foul under all ac: 
eldental' dir umſtances of diſtreſs. s z YL 

I co νν,οIfr ED my reſolution to my uncle 
afarins him at the ſame time of my everlaſting 
gratitude and reſpeck, and that nothing ſhould 
have indhced mie ts offend or difobey him, but 
hissrequiring me to do what my reaſon and Taj 
ſcience! diſapproved ;/ that ſuppoſing the advan * 
tages of "riches to be really as great as he bea 
lieved; yet ſtill thoſe of virtue were greater; 
and I could not reſolve to purehaſe the one by 
a violation of the other; that a falſe vow Was 
certainly criminal; and that it would be doing an 
act of the higheſt inj uſtice, to enter into ſo ſo- 

lemn an engagement without the power of ful 

filling it; that my affections did not depend on 
my own will; and that no man ſhould poſſeſs 
my perſon, who could! not ere _— firſt place 
_—__ hearts} [43hT30 oo F en 
I was ſurpriſed chat gt Ca 8 impatierice * 
permitted me to go on thus far; but looking in 
his face, I perceived that paſſion had kept him 
ſilent. At length the gathering ſtorm burſt oy er 

my head in a torrent of reproaches. My reaſons 
were condemned as romantic abſurdities, Which 
I could not myſelf belies. 1 Was accuſed of de- 
1950 2 * ſigning 


— 


— 
— . 1 APES, —— ee 
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| figning to deceive, and to throw myſelf away on 


fome worthleſs fellow, whoſe principles were us 
bad as my own. It was in vain for me to aſſert 
that I had no ſuch deſign, nor any inclination to 
marry at all; my uncle could ſooner, haye be- 


lieved the oth contradiction, than that a 


young woman could ſo {trenuouſly. refuſe one 
man without being prepoſſeſſed in favour of 
another. As I thought myſelf injured by his ac- 
cuſations and tyranny, I gave. over the attempt 


to mitigate his anger. He appealed to Heaven 
for the juſtice of his reſentment, and againſt my 


ingratitude and rebellion; and then giving me a 
note of fifty pounds, Which he ſaid would keep 
me from immediate indigence, he bade me leave 
his houſe, and ſee his face no more. I bowed 
in ſign of obedience; and collecting all my dig- 

nity and reſolution, I aroſe, thanked him for his 


paſt benefits, and _ a low Oy left the 
room. 


In leſs than an hour I departed with: my „ e 
wardrobe to the houſe of a perſon who had for- 
merly been my father's ſervant, and who now kept 
a ſhop and let lodgings. From hence I went the 
next day to viſit my father's nephew, who was in 
poſſeſſion of the family eſtate, and had lately mar- 
ried a lady of great fortune. | He was a young 
gentleman of good parts, his principles the 


kane as my father s, tho his practice bad not 


been 
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been quite agreeable to the ſtrict rules of mo- 
morality: however, ſetting aſide a few! of thoſe 
vices which are looked upon as genteel accom- 
pliſhments in young fellows: of fortune, I thought 
him a good ſort of man; and as we had always 
lived in great kindneſs, I doubted not that 1 
ſhould find him my friend,” and meet with-ap- 
_ probation and encouragement at leaſt if not aſ- 
ſiſtance from him. I told him my ſtory, and the 
ö reaſons that had determined me to the refuſal 
that had incurred my undle's diſpleaſure; But 
how was I diſappointed, when, inſtead of the 
applauſe I expected for my heroic virtue and un- 
merited perſecutions, 1 perceived a ſmile of con- 
tempt on his face, when he interrupted me in 
the following manner. And what in the de- 
« vil's name, my dear couſin, could make a 
c woman of your ſenſe: behave ſo like an ideot 
What! forfeit all your hopes from your uncle, 
6; refuſe an excellent match, and reduce your- 
64 {elf to beggery, becauſe truly you ere net in 
love ? Surely, one might have expected better 
e from Two even at fifteen.' Who :4s/ it pray | 
that marries the perſon of their choice? For 
« my own. part, who have rather a better title 
« to pleaſe myſelf with a good fiſteen hundred a 
c year, than you: who have not à [ſhilling, I 
found it would not do, and that there was 
as OO more: webs ee aſter in a Wife 


* than 


— <> Dt - I 


— . — 0 4 - 
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ce than a pretty face or a genius ? Do you think 


I cared three farthings for, the woman I mara 


e ried. No, faith. But her thirty thouſand 
e pounds was worth having; with that I can 
56. purchaſe a ſeraglio of beauties, and indulge 
&© my taſte in every kind of pleaſure. And pray 
<<. what is it to me whether my wife has beauty, 
ce or wit, or elegance, when her money will | 
«ſupply me with all that in others? Vou, 
te gouſin, had an opportunity, of being as happy 
eas I am: the men, beligve mes would hot 
ce like you a dit the worſe for being married; on 
ce the contrary, you would find that for one who 
te took notice. of you as a ſingle woman, ;twenty 
c would be your admirers and humble ſeryants 
2 there was no knetet, WE taben 11. 


woke 


6e W — — an oa Mt figure in lite, and 


e have choſen out ſome gentle ſwain as romantic 


<<, and ot as 1 pleaſed: for Your: (xgilhce. 
66 Werd been eee ee ee 1 
indignation could be contained no longer, and | 
was leaving the room in diſdain, when he caught 
me by the hand - Nay prithee my dear cquſin, 
<< none of theſe violent airs I thought you and 

* þ had known one another better. Let the 


] cc W fouls who are taught by the prieſts and 


es to be afraid of hell fire, and to 


17 92 * Le 
Em | 6 think 
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„ think they ſhall- go to the devil for following 
ce nature and making life agreeable, be as out- 
<« rageouſly-virtuous , as they pleaſe: you have 
cc too much ſenſe to be frighted at bugbears; 
« you know that the term of your exiſtence is 
« but ſhort, and it is highly reaſonable to make 
cc it as pleaſant as poſſible.” — I was too angry 
to attempt confuting his arguments; but burſting 
from his hold, told him I would take care not 
to give him a ſecond opportunity of inſulting 
my diſtreſs, and affronting my underſtanding; 
and ſo left his houſe with a reſolution never to 


enter it again. | 


28 


| CSG agaggeregg eherne: 


Nuns. 78. SATURDAY, Auguſt. Pe 1753. 


= Propter * tam vivend) perdere cauſas, | | 
+ "IV: 
"Nor quit for the, What gives t to life i its s worth. | 


ilar 2 


WENT 8 . Her: F 
My ſpirits ſunk into a dejection, which took 
Foc me for many days all inclinati6n to ſtir out 
of my. lodging, or to ſee a human face. IL 
length I. reſolved to try, whether indigence. and 


rele were really incompatible, and Phether | 


-# 
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I ſhould meet with the ſame treatment from a 
female friend, whoſe affection had been the 
principal pleaſure of my youth. Surely, thought 


I, the gentle AManpDa, whoſe heart ſeems ca- 


pable of every tender and generous ſentiment, 
will do juſtice to the innocence and integrity of 
her unfortunate friend; her tenderneſs will en- 
courage my virtue and animate my fortitude, her 
praiſes and endearments will compenſate all my 
hardſhips. AAN DA was a ſingle woman of a 
moderate independent fortune, which I heard 
ſhe was going to beſtow on a young officer, 
who had little or nothing beſides his commiſſion: 
I had no doubt of her approbation of my refuſing 
a mercenary match, ſince ſhe herſelf had choſen. 
from motives ſo oppoſite to thoſe which are called 
prudent. She had been in the country ſome 
months, ſo that my misfortunes had not reached 
her ear till I myſelf related them to her. She 
heard me with great attention, and anſwered me 
with politeneſs enough, but with a coldneſs that 
chilled my very heart. You are ſenſible, my 
« dear FIDELIA,” ſaid ſhe, © that I never pre- 
« tended to ſet my underſtanding in COT. 
6 with yours. I knew my own inferiority ; and 
« though many of your notions and opinions 
«© appeared to me very ſtrange and particular, 
I never attempted to diſpute them with you. 
To be ſure, you know beſt; but it ſeems to 
( me 5 
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e me à very odd conduct for one in your ſit tu- 
« ation, to give offence to ſo good an uncle; 
«- firſt by maintaining doctrines which may be 
« very true for ought I know, but which are 
C4 very contrary to the received opinions we are 
« brought up in; and' therefore are apt to ſhock 
a common underſtanding; and ſecondly to re- 
nounce his protection, and throw yourſelf into 
„e the wide world, rather than marry the man | 
< he choſe for you; to whom, after all, I do 
<« not find you had any real objection, nor any 
* antipathy for his perſon.” n Antipathy, my 
dear! ſaid I; are there not many degrees be- 
tween loving and honouring a Wan ray 
to all others, and beholding him with abhorrence 
and averſion? The firſt is, in my opinion, the 
duty of a wife; a duty voluntarily taken upon 
herſelf, and engaged in under the moſt ſolemn 
contract. As to the difficulties that may attend 
my friendleſs unprovided ſtate, ſince they are 
the conſequences of a virtuous action, they 
cannot be really evils, ' nor can they diſturb that 
happineſs which is the gift of virtue. I am 
<< heartily glad, anſwered ſhe, -* that" you 
ee have found the art of making yourſelf happy. 
te by the force of imagination] I wiſh your en- 
< thuſiaſm may continue; and that you may ſtill 
ce be wen d 14 Tour own YR 
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of the folly of mankind, in OE 
cc  verty; and diſgrace to be evils.“ 087 töne 
UT was cut to the ſoul by the unkind. Wer 
hich, accompanied this ſarcaſm, and was going 
to remonſtrate againſt, her unfriendly treatment, 
when ber lover came in with another gentleman, 
who in ſpite of my full heart engaged my atten- 
tion, and fora. while, made me forget the ſtings 
of unkindneſs. The beauty and gracęfulneſs of 
his perſon caught my eye, and the politeneſs of 
his addreſs. and the — of bis Fomuiments 
He Was >introduced We Saen to AMANDA 
as his meſt intimate friend, and feemed deſirous 
to give credit to his friend's judgment by making 
himſelf as agreeable as poſſible. He ſucceeded ſo 
well, that Au AN DA was wholly engroſſed by 
the pleaſure of his, converſation, and the care f 
entertaining her lover nd her new. gueſt; her 
face brightened, and her good humour returned. 
When I roſe to leave Ag ſhe: preſſed me ſo 
earneſtly to ſtay. dinner, that I could not, with- 

out diſcovering how much I reſented her beha- 
viour, refuſe. This, however, I ſhould pro- 
bably haye done, as I was naturally diſpoſed to 
ſhow: every ſentiment of my heart, had not a 
ſecret wiſh aroſe there to know a little more of 
this agreeable ftranger. This inclined me to 
think it prudent to conceal my reſentment, and 
5 | " 3,00 
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to accept the civilities of Au AND A. The con- 
verſation grew more and more pleaſing; I took 
my ſhare in it, and had more than my ſhare of 
the charming ſtranger's notice and attention. As 
we all grew more and more unreſerved, AMANDA 
dropt hints in the courſe! of the converſation re- 
lating to my ſtory, my ſentiments, and un- 
happy ſituation. Sir -GEoRGE FREELOVE, for 
that was the young gentleman's name, liſtened 
greedily to all that was ſaid of me, and ſeemed 
to eye me with earneſt curioſity as well as admi- 
ration. We did not part till it was late, ans. Bir 
GEORGE inſiſted on attending me to my 
I ſtrongly refuſed it, not without a ſenſation which 
more properly belonged to the female than the 
philoſopher, and which I condemned in myſelf 
as ariſing from diſhoneſt pride. I could not 
without pain ſuffer the polite Sir-GzoRGE, upon 
ſo ſhort an acquaintance, to diſcover the mean- 
neſs of my abode. To avoid this I ſent for a 
chair; but was confuſed to find, that Sir GORE 
and his ſervants prepared to attend it on foot by 
way of guard; it was in vain to diſpute; he 
himſelf walked before, and his ſervants followed. 
it. I was covered with bluſhes, when, after all 
this parade, he handed: me in at the little ſhop 
door, and took leave with as profound reſpect as 
if he had guarded me to a palace. A thouſand 
different thoughts — me from cloſing my eyes 
that 
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that night. The behaviour of AMANDA wounded 

me to the foul: I found that I muſt look on her 
as no more than a common acquaintance ; and 
that the world did not contain one perſon whom 
I could call my friend. My heart felt deſolate 
and forlorn ; I knew not what courſe to take for 
my future ſubſiſtence ; the pain which my pride 
had juſt given me, convinced me that I was far 
from having conquered the paſſions of humanity, 
and that I ſhould feel too ſenſibly all the mortifi- 
cations which attend on poverty. I determined, 
however, to ſubdue this pride, and called to my 
afhiſtane@he examples of antient ſages and philo- 
_ fophers, who deſpiſed riches, and honours and 
felt no inconveniences from the malice of fortune. 
I had almoſt reaſoned myſelf into a contempt for 
the world, and fancied myſelf ſuperior to its 
{miles or frowns; when the idea of Sir GEORGE 
FREELOVE ruſhed upon my mind, and deſtroyed 
at once the whole force of my reaſoning. I found 
that however I might diſregard the reſt of the 
world, Icould not be indifferent to his opinion ; 
and the thought of being deſpiſed by him was in- 
ſupportable. I recollected that my condition 
was extremely different from that of an old phi- 
loſopher, whoſe rags perhaps were the means of 
gratifying his pride, by attracting the notice and 
reſpe& of mankind : at leaſt, the philoſopher's 
ſehemes and wiſhes were very different from thoſe 
| which 
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which at that time were taking poſſeſſion of my 
heart. The looks and behaviour of Sir Gxoxon 
left me no doubt that I had made as deep an 

impreſſion in his favour, as he had done in mine. 
I could not bear to loſe the ground I had gained, 
and to throw myſelf into a ſtate below his notice. 
I ſcorned the thought of impoſing on him with 
regard to my circumſtances, in caſe he ſhould 
really have had favourable intentions for me; yet 
to diſgrace myſelf for ever in his eye, by ſubmit- 
ting to ſervitude, or any low way of ſu pporting 
myſelf, was what I co not bring ene to re- 
ſolve on. 

I the midſt of theſe refleQions I wasid 

the next morning by a viſit from Sir GBOROR. 
He made reſpectful apologies for the liberty he 
took; told me he had learnt from my friend, 
that the unkindneſs and tyranny of an uncle had 
caſt me into uneaſy circumſtances ; and that he 
could not know, that ſo much beauty and merit 
were ſo unworthily treated by fortune, without 
earneſtly wiſhing to be the inſtrument of doing 
me more juſtice. He entreated me to add dig- 
nity and value to his life, by making it conducive 
to the happineſs of mine; and was going-on with 
the moſt fervent offers of ſervice, when I inter- 
rupted him by ſaying, that there was nothing in 
his power that I could with honour accept, by 
which my life could be made happier, but that 
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reſpect which was due to me as a woman and a 
gentlewoman, and which ought to have pre- 
vented ſuch offers of ſervice from a ſtranger, as 
could only be juſtified by a long experienced 
friendſhip; that I was not in a ſituation to re- 
ceive viſits, and muſt decline his acquaintance, 
which nevertheleſs in a happier part of my life 
would have given me pleaſure. 
H now had recourſe to all the arts of his ſex, 
i his too great freedom to the force of 
his paſſion, proteſting the moſt inviolable reſpect, 
and imploring on his knees, and even with tears, 
that I would not puniſh him fo ſeverely as to 
deny him the liberty of ſeeing me, and making 
himſelf more and more worthy of my een 
My weak heart was but too much touched by his 
artifices, and I had only juſt fortitude enough to 
perſevere in refuſing his viſits, and to inſiſt on his 
leaving me, which at laſt he did; but it was af- 
ter ſuch a profuſion of tenderneſs, prayers, and 
proteſtations, that it was ſome time before | 
could recall my reaſon enough to reflect on the 
whole of his behaviour, and on my own ſituation, 
which compared, left me but little doubt of 85 
diſhonourable views. . 
I DETERMINED never more to admit him to 
my preſence, and accordingly gave orders to be 
denied if he came again. My. reaſon applauded, 
but my heart reproached me, and n re- 
1 pined 
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pined at the rigid determination of prudence. . 
knew that I acted rightly, and I expected that 
that conſeiouſneſs would make me happy: but 
J found it otherwiſe; IL was wretched beyond 
what T had ever felt or formed any idea of; I 
diſcovered that 'my heart was entangled in a paſ- 
ſion which muſt for ever be combated, or in- 
dulged at the expence of virtue. I now conſi- 
dered riches as truly deſirable, ſince they would 
have placed me above diſgraceful attempts, and 
given me reaſonable hopes of becoming the wife 
of Sir GEORGE FRRELO VER. I was diſcontented 
and unhappy, but ſurprized and diſappointed 
to find myſelf ſo, ſince hitherto I had no one 
e action to oproauh myſelf with; on tlie 
contrary, my difficulties Were all n to my 
regard for virtue 02401 YT. vill {ts of tf 
e RESOLVED, however, to try ſtill Farthas the 
power of virtue to confer happineſs, to go on in 
my obedienee to her laws, and patiently wait 
for the good effects of it.” But had ſtronger 
difficulties! to go through, than any T had yet 
experlenced. Sir G xoxo was too much prac- 
tiſed in the arts of ſeduction, to be diſcouraged 
by a firſt repulſe: every day produced either ſome 
new attempt to ſee me, or a letter full of the | 
moſt paſſionate proteſtations and entreaties for 
pardon and favour. It was in vain 1 gave orders 
that no more letters ſhould be taken in from him; 
SORT 7 1 N he 
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he had ſo many different contrivances to convey 
them, and directed them in hands ſo unlike, that 


I was ſurprized into reading them contrary to my 


real intentions. Every time I ſtirred out he was 
ſure to be in my way, and to employ the moſt artful 

tongue that ever enſnared the heart of woman, in 
blinding my reaſon and awakening my paſſions. 

Mx virtue, however, did not yet give way, 
but my peace of mind was utterly deſtroyed. 
Whenever I was with him, I ſummoned all my 
fortitude, and conſtantly. repeated my commands 


that he ſhould avoid me. His diſobedience 


called for my reſentment, and in ſpite of my melt- 
ing heart I armed my eyes with anger, and 


treated him with as much diſdain; as I thought 


his unworthy deſigns deſerved. But the moment 
he left me, all my reſolution forſook me. I re- 
pined at my fate; I even murmured againſt the 


SOVEREIGN RULER of all things, for making me 


ſubject to paſſions which I could not ſubdue, yet 
muſt not indulge : I compared my own ſituation 


5 with that of my libertine - couſin, whoſe perni- 


cious arguments I had heard with horrour and 
deteſtation, who; gave the-reins to every deſire, 
whoſe houſe was the ſeat of plenty mirth and de- 
light, whoſe face was ever covered with ſmiles, 
* whoſe heart ſeemed free from ſorrow a 

1s. not this man, ſaid I, happier than 1 


af A if lo, berels che worth of virtue? 
1 Have 
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Have I not ſacrificed to her my fortune and my 
friends? Do I not daily ſacrifice to her my 
darling inclination ? Vet what is the compenſa- 
tion ſhe offers me? What are my proſpects in 
this world but poverty, mortification, diſappoint- 
ment and grief? every wiſh of my heart denied, 
every paſſion of humanity combated and hurt, 
though never conquered ! Are theſe the bleſſings 
with which HEAVEN diſtinguiſhes its favourites? 
Can the KING oF HEAVEN want power or will 
to diſtinguiſh them? Or does he leave his wretched 
| creatures to be the ſport of chance, the prey of 
| wickedneſs and malice ? Surely, no. Yet is not 
the condition of the virtuous often more miſerable _ 
than that of the vicious? I myſelf have experi- 
enced that it is. I am very unhappy, and ſee 
no likelihood of my being otherwiſe in this 
world —and all beyond the grave is eternal dark- 
neſs. Yet why do I ſay, that I have no proſ- 
| pet of happineſs ? Does not the moſt engaging 
of men offer me all the joys that love and fortune 
can beſtow ? Will not he protect me from every 
inſult of the proud world that ſcoffs at indigence? 
Will not his liberal hand pour forth the means 
of every pleaſure, even of that higheſt and trueſt 
of all pleaſures, the power of relieving the ſuf- 
| ferings of my fellow creatures, of changing 
the tears of diſtreſs into tears of joy and grati- 
| tude, of communicating my own happineſs to 
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all around me? Is not this a ſtate far preferable 
to that in which virtue has placed me? But 
_ whats virtue? Is ngt happineſs the laudable per- 
fuit of reaſon? Is it not then laudable to perſue 
it by the moſt probable means ? Have I not been 
accuſing PROVIẽůhùhENcER of unkindneſs, whilſt I 
. myſelf only am in fault for rejecting its offered 
favours ! Surely, I have miſtaken the path of 
virtue; it muſt be that which leads to happineſs, 
The path which I am in, is full of thorns and 
briars, and terminates in impenetrable darkneſs; 
but I ſee another that is ſtrowed with flowers, 
and bright with the ſunſhine of proſperity : this, 
ſurely, is the path of virtue, and the road to hap- 
pineſs. Hither then let me turn my weary ſteps, 
nor let vain and idle prejudices fright me from 
felicity. It is ſurely impoſlible that J ſhould 
offend GOD, by yielding to a temptation 
which he has given me no motive to reſiſt, He 
has allotted me a ſhort and precarious exiſtence, 
and has placed before me good and evil. — What 
is good but pleaſure ! What is evil but pain! 
Reaſon and nature direct me to chuſe the firſt, 
and avoid the laſt, I fought for happineſs in 
what is called virtue, but I found it not: ſhall 1 
not try the other experiment, ſince I think I can 
hardly be more unhappy, by following lon, 
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| Tavs had my frail thoughts wandered into a 
wilderneſs of error, and thus had I almoſt rea- 
ſoned myſelf out of every principle of morality, 
by perſuing through all their conſequences the 
doctrines which had been taught me as rules of 
life and preſcriptions for felicity, the taliſmans of 
TzuTH, by which I ſhould be ſecured in the 
ſtorms of adverſity, and liſten without danger to 
the ſyrens of temptation ; when in the fatal hour 
of my preſumption, ſitting alone in my chamber, 
collecting arguments on the ſide of paſſion, al- 
moſt diſtracted with doubts, and plunging deeper 
and deeper into falſehood, I ſaw Sir GEORGE 
 FREELOVE at my fcet, who had gained admit- 
tance, contrary to my orders, by corrupting my 
landlady. It is not neceſſary to. deſcribe to you 
his arts, or the weak efforts of that virtue which 
had been graciouſly implanted in my heart, but 
which I had taken 1mpious pains to undermine 
by falſe reaſoning, and which now tottered from 
the foundation. Suffice it that I ſubmit to the 
humiliation J have ſo well deſerved, and tell 
you, that, in all the pride of human reaſon, I dared 
to condemn, as the effect of weakneſs and pre- 
judice, the ſtill voice of conſcience which would 
yet have warned me from ruin; that my inno- 
cence, my honour, was the ſacrifice to paſſion 
and ſophiſtry ; that my boaſted philoſophy, and 
too much flattered underſtanding, preſerved me 
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not from the loweſt depth of infamy, which the 
weakeſt of my ſex with humility and religion 
would have avoided. 

I Now experienced a new kind of hed. 
neſs. My vile ſeducer tried in vain to reconcile 
me to the ſhameful life to which he had reduced 

me, by loading me with finery, and laviſhing his 

fortune in procuring me pleaſures which I could 
not taſte, and pomp which ſeemed an inſult. on 
my diſgrace. In vain did I recollect the argu- 
ments which had convinced me of the lawfulneſs 
of accepting offered pleaſures, and following the 
dictates of inclination: the light of my under- 
ſtanding was darkened, but the ſenſe of guilt was 
not loſt. My pride and my delicacy, if, crimi- 
nal as I was, I may dare to call it fo, ſuffered 
the moſt intolerable mortification and diſguſt, 
every time I reflected on my infamous ſituation. 

Every eye ſeemed to upbraid me, even that of my 

triumphant ſeducer. O depth of miſery ! to be 

conſcious of deſerving the contempt of him J 

Joved, and for whoſe fake Twas become e 


tible to 1 8 
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Firm in himſelf who on himſelf relies; 3 
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NUMB. 79. rens, Auguft 75 1753. 


Difnam igitur [ther Sopiens 2 ui In 


periiſus; ; Þ 
Q nn neque pauperies, neque mers, neque Din- 

cula terrent © 47 
Reſponjare cupidinibus, contemnere F 
Fortis, et in ſeipſo totus * teres alque rotundus, | - 


Extern ne ze quid valeat per lave morari. 


Hor. 


Who then is free? — The Wiſe, who well 


maintains LES | 
An empire o'er himſelf: 8 neither chains, 
Nor want, nor death, vith ſlaviſh fear inſpire 3 3 
Who boldly anſwers to his warm deſire; 
Who can ambition's vaineſt gifts deſpiſe; 3 £7 5 
Poliſh'd and round who runs his proper courſe, 
And breaks misfortune wel ſuperior force... 


PF RANCIS. 


HIS was the ſtate of my mind during a : 
year which I paſſed in Sir GroRGE's 


houſe. His fondneſs was unabated for eight 
months of the time; and as I had no other ob- 


ject to ſhare my attention, neither friend nor 
relation to call off any part of my tenderneſs, all 
the love of a heart naturally affectionate centered 
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in him. The firſt dawnings of unkindneſs were 
but too viſible to my watchful eyes. I had now 
all the torments of jealouſy to endure, till a cruel 
certainty put an end to them. I learnt at length, 
that my falſe lover was on the brink of marriage 
with a lady of great fortune. I immediately re- 
ſolved to leave him; but could not do it without 
firſt venting my full heart in complaints and re- 
proaches. This provoked his rage, and drew on 


me inſolence which though I had deſerved I had 


not learnt to bear. I returned with ſcorn, which 
no longer became me, all the wages of my ſin 
and the trappings of my ſhame, and left his 
houſe in the hinge anguiſh of reſentment and 

deſpair. 
I RETURNED to my old lodgings : but unable 
to bear a ſcene which recalled every circumſtance 
of my undoing, aſhamed to look in the face of 
any creature who had ſeen me innocent, 
wretched in myſelf, and hoping ſrom change of 
place ſome abatement of my miſery, I put myſelf 
into a poſt chaiſe at two in the morning, with 
orders to the driver to carry me as far om town 
as he could before the return of night, 3 it 

to him to chuſe the road. 


Myx reaſon and my ſenſes ſeemed benumbed 
and ſtupified during my journey. I made no re- 
Hect.ons on what I was about, nor formed any 
* for 2 future liſe. * hen night came, my 

conductor 
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conductor would have ſtopt at a large town, but 
I bid him go on to the next village. There I 
alighted at a paultry inn, and diſmiſſed my ve- 
hicle, without once conſidering what I was to 
do with myſelf, or why I choſe that place for my 
abode. To ſay truth, I can give no account of 
my thoughts at this period of time: they were 

all confuſed and diſtracted. A ſhort frenzy muſt 
have filled up thoſe hours, of which my memory 
retains ſuch imperfect traces. I remember only, 
that without having pulled off my cloaths, I left 
the inn as ſoon as I ſaw the day, and wandered 
out of the village. 8 5 | 

My unguided feet carried me to a range of 


= willows by a river's ſide, where after having 


waiked ſome time, the freſhneſs of the air re- 
vived my ſenſes, and awakened my reaſon.” My 
reaſon, my memory, my anguiſh. and deſpair 
returned together! Every circumſtance of my 
paſt life was preſent to my mind; but moſt the 
idea of my faithleſs lover and my criminal love 
tortured my imagination, and rent my bleeding 
heart, which, in ſpite of all its guilt and all its 
| wrongs, retained the tendereſt and moſt ardent 
affection for its undoer. This unguarded af- 
fection, which was the effect of a gentle and 
kind nature, heightened the anguiſh of re- 
ſentment, and completed my miſery. In vain did 
I call off my thoughts from this gloomy retro—- 
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| ſpect, and hope to find a gleam of comfort in 
my future proſpects. They were ſtill more dread- 
ful: poverty, attended by infamy and want, 
groaning under the cruel hand of oppreſſion and 
the taunts of inſolence, was before my eyes. 
I, who had once been the darling and the pride 
of indulgent parents, who had once been be- 
loved, reſpected, and admired, was now the 
outcaſt of human nature, deſpiſed and avoided 
by all who had ever loved me, by all whom I 
had moſt loved] hateful to myſelf, belonging to 
no one, expoſed to wrongs and inſults from 
all | 

I TRIED to-find out the 1 af, this diſmal 
change, and how far I was myſelf the occaſion 
of it. My conduct with reſpe& to Sir GROR OCE, 
though I ſpontaneouſly condemned, yet upon re- 
Collection I thought the arguments which pro- 
duced. it would juſtify. But as my principles 
could not preſerve me from vice, neither could 
they ſuſtain me in adverſity: conſcience was not 
to be perverted by the ſophiſtry which had be- 
clouded my reaſon. And if any, by imputing 
my conduct to error, ſhould acquit me of guilt; 
Jet them remember, it is yet true, that in this 
uttermoſt diſtreſs, I was neither ſuſtained by the 
conſciouſneſs of .innocence, the exultation of 
virtue, nor the hope of reward: whether I 
Jooked backward or n, all was confuſion 
and 
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and anguiſh, diſtraction and deſpair. I accuſed 
the SUPREME BEING of cruelty and injuſtice, 
who though he gave me not ſufficient encou- 
ragement to reſiſt deſire, yet puniſhed me with 
the conſequences of indulgence.” If there is a 
GOD, cried I, he muſt be either tyrannical 
and cruel, or regardleſs of his creatures. I Will 
no longer endure a being which is undeſervedly 
miſerable either from chance or deſign, but fly 
to that annihilation in which all my proſpects 
terminate, Fake back, ſaid I, lifting my eyes 
to HEAVEN, the hateful gift of exiſtence, and 
let my duſt no more be animated to N 
and exalted to miſery. 
So ſaying, Iran to the brink of ther river, _ 
was going to plunge in, when the cry of ſome. 
perſon. very near me made me turn my eyes to 
fee whence it came. I was accoſted by an elderly. 
clergyman, who with looks of terror, pity and 
benevolence, aſked what I was about to do? At 
firſt I was ſullen and refuſed to anſwer him; 
but by degrees the compaſſion he ſhowed, 2 
the tenderneſs with with which he treated me, 
foftened my heart, and gave vent to my tears. 
« O! Mapan,” ſaid he, © theſe are gra- 
“ cious ſigns, and unlike thoſe which firſt drew. 
« my attention, and made me watch you unobs » 
<« ſerved, fearing ſome fatal purpoſe in your. 
mind. What muſt be the thoughts which 
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The ADVENT URER. 
could make a face like yours appear the picture 
of horror | T was taking my morning walk, 
and have ſeen you a conſiderable time; 
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ſometimes ſtopping and wringing your hands, I 


ſometimes quickning your pace, and ſome- 
times walking flow with your eyes fixed on 
the ground, till you raiſed them to heaven, 
with looks not of ſupplication and piety, but 
rather of accuſation and defiance. For pity 
tell me how is it that you have quarrelled 
with yourſelf, with life, nay even with 
Heaven? Recall your reaſon and your hope, 
and let this ſeaſonable prevention of your 
fatal purpoſe be an earneſt to you of good 


things to come, of G O D's mercy not yet 
$4 Saad from you, and ſtooping from his 


throne to ſave your foul from perdition.” 
TE tears which flowed in rivers from my 


eyes while he talked, gave me ſo much relief 
that J found myſelf able to ſpeak, and deſirous 


to 
cern for me. 


expreſs my gratitude for the good man's con- 
It was fo long ſince I had known 


the joys of confidence, that I felt ſurprizing 


- pleaſure and comfort from unburthening my 


heart, and telling my kind deliverer every cir- 


cumſtance of my ſtory, and every thought of 


my diſtracted mind. He ſhuddered to hear me 


upbraid the Divins PROVIDENCE; and ſtopping 
me ſhort, told me, he would lead me to one 


Who 
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who ſhould preach patience to me, whilſt ſhe 
gave me the example of it. 7 
As we talked he led me to his own houſe, 
and there introduced me to his wife, a middle 
aged woman, pale and emaciated, but of a 
chearful, placid countenance, who received me 
with the greateſt tenderneſs and humanity. 
| She ſaw I was diſtreſſed, and her compaſſion was 
| beforehand with my complaints. Her tears 
ſtood ready to accompany mine; her looks and 
her voice expreſſed the kindeſt concern; and her 
aſſiduous cares demonſtrated that true politeneſs 
and hoſpitality, which is not the effect of art but 
of inward benevolence. While ſhe obliged me 
to take ſome refreſhment, her huſband gave her 
a ſhort account of my ſtory, and of the ſtate in 
which he had found me. This poor lady,” ſaid 
he, < from the fault of her education and prin- 
cc TR ſees every thing through a gloomy 
& medium: ſhe accuſes PROVIDENCE, and hates 
- 06 her exiſtence for thoſe evils, which are the 
% common lot of mankind in this ſhort ſtate of 
« trial. You, my dear, who are one of the 
« oreateſt ſufferers I have known, are beſt qua- 
« lified to cure her of her faulty i impatience ; and 
4 to. convince her, by your own example, that 
& this world is not the place in which virtue 
<« is to find its reward. She thinks no one 
E ſo i as herſelf; but if ſhe knew all 
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that you have gone through, ſhe would ſurely 
be ſenſible, that if you are happier than ſhe, 
it is only becauſe your principles are better.“ 

« INDEED, my dear madam,” ſaid ſhe, „that 
is the only advantage I have over you; but 
that, indeed, outweighs every thing elle. 
It is now but ten days ſince I followed to the 
grave my only ſon, the ſurvivor of eight 
children, who were all equally the objects of 
my fondeſt love. My heart is not leſs tender 
than your own, nor my affections leſs warm. 
For a whole year before the death of my laſt 


darling I watched the fatal progreſs of diſeaſe, 


and ſaw him ſuffer the moſt amazing pains. 
Nor was poverty, that dreaded evil to which 
you could not ſubmit, wanting to my trials, 


Though my huſband is by his profeſſion a 


gentleman, his income is ſo ſmall, that I and 


my children have often wanted neceſſaries: . 
and though I had always a weakly conſti- 
tution, I have helped to ſupport my family by 
the labour of my own hands. At this time I 
am conſuming by daily tortures, with a cancer 


which muſt ſhortly be my death. My pains, 


« perhaps, might be mitigated by proper aſ- 
8 ſiſtance, though nothing could preſerve my 
a « life; but 1 have not the means to obtain that 


_ affiſtance.”: 


O hold, interrupted I, my 


tolerable 
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tolerable ſufferings. How is it that you ſupport 


them? Why do I not ſee you in deſpair like 


mine, renounce your exiſtence, and put yourſelf 
out of the reach of torment? But above all, tell 
me how it is poſſible for you to preſerve, amidſt 
ſuch complicated miſery, that appearance of 
chearfulneſs and ſerene complacency which ſhines 
ſo remarkably in your countenance, and animates 
every look and motion? 5 
«THAT chearfulneſs and complacency,” an- 
ſwered the good woman, I feel in my heart. 
„My mind is not only ferene, but often expe- 
cc riences the higheſt emotions of joy and exul- 
ce tation, that the brighteſt hopes can give.” 
And whence, ſaid I, do you derive this aſto- 
niſhing art of extracting joy from miſery, and of 
ſmiling amidſt all the terrors of pain, ſorrow, 
poverty and death? She was filent a moment; 
then ſtepping to her cloſet reached a ws. | 
which ſhe put into my hands. See there, 
ſaid ſne, the volume in which I learn this art. 
„Here I am taught, that everlaſting glory is in 
« ſtore for all who will accept it upon the 
« terms which InFiniTE PERFECTION. has pre- 
„ ſcribed; here I am promiſed conſolation aſ- 
0 face and ſupport from the Loxp os Lies; 
« and here I am aſſured that my tranſient af 
< flictions are only meant to fit me for eternal 
aud unſpeakable happineſs. This happineſs. 
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« is at hand. The ſhort remainder of my life 
& ſeems but a point, beyond which opens the 
* glorious proſpect of immortality. Thus en- 
% couraged, how ſhould I be dejected? Thus 
c ſupported, how ſhould I fink? With ſuch 
e proſpects, ſuch aſſured hopes, how can I be 
< otherwiſe than happy ?” 
WIIIE ſhe ſpoke, her eyes ſparkled, cond 1 
whole face ſeemed animated with joy. I was 
ſtruck with her manner, as well as her words, 
Every ſyllable ſhe uttered ſeemed to fink into my 
ſoul, ſo that I never can forget it. I reſolved to 
examine a religion, which was capable of pro- 
ducing ſuch effects as I could not attribute either 
to chance or error. The good couple preſſed 
me with ſo much unaffected kindneſs, to make 
their little parſonage my aſylum till I could better 
diſpoſe of myſelf, that I accepted their offer, 
Here, with the aſſiſtance of the clergyman, who 
is a plain, ſenſible, and truely pious man, I have 
ſtudied the HoLy SRI TURES, and the evidences 
of their authority. But after reading them with 
candour and attention, I found all the extrinſic 
arguments of their truth ſuperfluous. The ex- 
cellency of their precepts, the conſiſtency of their 
doctrines, and the glorious motives and encou- 
ragements to virtue which they propoſe, together 2 


4 the — example I had before my eyes | 
. of 
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of their ſalutary effects, left me no doubt of their | 
divine authority. 
DurinG the time of my audi Gives I have 
been witneſs to the more than heroic, the joy- 
ful, the triumphant death of the dear good wo- 
man. With as much ſoftneſs and tenderneſs as 
ever I ſaw in a female character, ſhe ſnewed 
more dauntleſs intrepidity than the ſterneſt philo- 
ſopher or the proudeſt hero. No torment could 
ſhake the conſtancy of her ſoul, or length of 
pain wear out the ſtrength of her patience. Death 
was to her an object not of horror but of hope. 
When I heard her pour forth her laſt breath in 
thankſgiving, and ſaw the ſmile of extaſy remain 
on her pale face when life was fled, -I could not 
help crying out in the beautiful language I had 
lately learned from the SACRED WRITINGS, 
O Death |! where is thy ſing > O Grave ! 1 
„e where is thy victory?” | 
I Au now preparing to leave my A 
benefactor, and get my bread in a ſervice, to 
which he has recommended me in a neighbour- 
ing family. A ſtate of ſervitude, to which once 
I could not reſolve to yield, appears no longer 
dreadful to me; that pride which would have 
made it galling, CHRISTIANITY has ſubdued, 
though philoſophy attempted it in vain. As a 


penitent, I ſhould gratefully ſubmit to mortifi- © | 


cation; but as a CHRISTIAN, I find * ſupe- ; 
. tor 
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rior to every mortification, except the ſenſe of 
guilt. This has humbled me to the duſt: but 
the full aſſurances that are given me by the Sa- 
vIOoUR OF THE WORLD, of the DiviNE pardon 
and favour upon ſincere repentance, have calmed 
my troubled ſpirit, and filled my mind with peace 
and joy, which the world can neither give nor 
take away. Thus, without any change for the 
better in my outward circumſtances, I find my- 
ſelf changed from a diſtracted, poor, deſpairing 
wretch, to a contented, happy, grateful being; 
thankful for, and pleaſed with my preſent ſtate 
of exiſtence, yet exulting in the hope of quitting 
it for endleſs glory and happineſs. 
Ol Sm, tell the unthinking mortals, who 
will not take the pains of inquiring into thoſe 
truths which moſt concern them, and who are 
led by faſhion, and the pride of human reaſon, 
into a contempt for the SackRED ORAcLEs of 
GOD; tell them theſe amazing effects of the 
power of CHRISTIANITY : tell Wem this truth 
which experience has taught me, that, Though 
« VIcx is conſtantly attended by miſery, VIRTUE 
4 itſelf cannot confer happineſs in this world, ex- 
<< cept it is animated with the e of eternal 
«bliſs in the world to come. 
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Non deſunt craſſi quidam, qui ſludioſos ab hujuſ- 
modi libris deterreant, ceu poeticis, ut vocant, & 
ad morum integritatem officientibus, ,, Ego vero aig- 
nos cenſes quas & omnibus in ludis prælegant 


adoleſcentie literatores, | & ſubi legant relegantque 
M | ERASMUS. 


There are not wanting perſons fo dull and inſen- 
ſible, as to deter ſtudents from reading books of 
this kind, which, they ſay, are poetical, and 
pernicious to the purity of morals: but J am of 
opinion, that they are not only worthy to be read 
by the inſtructors of youth in their ſchools, but 
that the old and experienced ſhould . ans 
| 7 W them. l 
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uſually and juſtly reckoned the three prin- 
cipal ſources of the pleaſures that ſtrike the ima» 
dination. If the ILiap be allowed to abound 
in objects that may be referred to the firſt ſpecies, 
yet the Op ss EY may boaſt a greater number of 
images that are beautiful and uncommon. The- 
vaſt variety of ſcenes perpetually ſhifting: before 
us, the train of unexpected events, and the 
many ſudden turns of fortune in this diverſified 
Poem, muſt more deeply engage the reader, and 
keep 
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keep his attention more alive and active, than the 
martial uniformity of the ILIAD. The conti- 
nual glare of a ſingle colour that unchangeably 
predominates throughout a whole piece, is apt to 
dazzle and diſguſt the eye of the beholder. I will 
not, indeed, preſume to ſay with VorLTairs, - 
that among the preateſt admirers of antiquity, 
there is ſcarce-one to be found, who could ever 
read the IL1AD with that eagerneſs and rapture, 
which a woman feels when ſhe peruſes the novel 
of ZAYDE; but will, however, venture to affirm, 
that the $PECIOSA MIRACULA of the On rssEy, 
are better calculated to excite our curioſity and 
wonder, and to allure us forward with unextin- 
guiſhed impatience to the cataſtrophe, than the 
Perpetual tumult and terror that reign Sin 
the IL IAD. 

T Rx boundleſs exuberance of his imagination, 
his unwearied ſpirit and fire, @xcdparo wie, has 
enabled: Homer to diverſify the” defcriptions of 
his battles with many eireumſtances of great 
variety: ſometimes, by ſpecifying the different 
characters, ages, profeſſions, or nations, of his 
dying heroes; ſometimes by deſcribing different 

* kinds of wounds and deaths; and ſometimes by M 

tender and pathetic ſtrokes, which remind the i 

reader, of the aged parent who is fondly expet- W 
. ing the return of his ſon juſt murdered, of the de- 
pPolate condition of the widows who will now be 
F. enſlaved, 


. 
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enſlaved, and of the children that will be daſhed 


againſt the ſtones. But notwithſtanding this de- 


licate art and addreſs in the poet, the ſubject re- 
mains the ſame ; and from this ſameneſs, it will 
I fear grow tedious and inſipid to impartial 
readers: theſe ſmall modifications and adjuncts, 
are not ſufficiently efficacious, to give the grace 
of novelty to repetition, and to make tautology 
delightful : the battles are, indeed, nobly and 


_ variouſly painted, yet ſtill they are only battles. 


But when we accompany ULYSSES through the 
manifold perils he underwent by ſea and land, 
and viſit with him the ſtrange nations to which 
the anger of Neptune has driven him, all whoſe 
manners and cuſtoms are deſcribed in the moſt 


lively and pictureſque terms; when we ſurvey 


the wondrous monſters he encountred, and 
eſcaped, | 


Antiphaten, Schllamgue, K Cychepe du 3 
Antiphates his hideous feaſt devour, 


Charybdis bark and Polyphemus roar. F A ib | 


when we ſce him refuſe the charms of Calypſo, 
and the cup of Circe; when we deſcend with 
bim into hell, and hear him converſe with all 


the glorious heroes that aſſiſted at the Trojan 
war ; when after ſtruggling with ten thouſand 


_ difficulties unforeſeen and almoſt unſurmountable, 


he is at laſt reſtored to the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
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his kingdom and his queen; when ſuch objects as 


theſe are diſplayed, ſo new and ſo intereſting ; 
when all the deſcriptions, incidents, ſcenes and 


perſons, differ ſo widely from each other ; then 


it is that poetry becomes „ a perpetual feaſt of 


c nectared ſweets,” and a feaſt of ſuch an ex- 
alted nature as to produce neither ſatiety or diſ- 
guſt. > oY ET | 

Bor beſides its variety, the Opvsskx is the 
moſt amuſing and entertaining of all other poems, 
on account of the pictures it preſerves to us of 
ancient manners. cuſtoms laws and politics, and 


of the domeſtic life of the heroic ages. The 


more any nation becomes poliſhed, the more the 


genuine feelings of nature are diſguiſed, and their 
manners are conſequently leſs adapted to bear a 


faithful deſcription. Good- breeding is founded 
on the diſſimulation or ſuppreſſion of ſuch ſenti- 


ments, as may probably provoke or offend thoſe 
with whom we converſe. The little forms and 


ceremonies which have been introduced into civil 


life by the moderns, are not ſuited to the dignity 


and ſimplicity of the EPI Musk. The coro- 
nation feaſt of an European monarch would not 


ſhine half ſo much in poetry, as the ſimple ſup- 


per prepared for ULyssts at the Phæacian 
court ; the gardens of ALCINoUs are much fitter 
for deſcription than thoſe of VERSAILLESNJ]) and 
g NAUSICAA, deſcending to the river to waſh her 


Sar ments 1 
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garments, and dancing afterwards upon the banks 
with her fellow-virgins, like Diana amidſt her 
nymphs, 


Peta 0 apryvaTy TEAET Cy u%AaG) 08 Ti Tao, > 


Tho? all are fair, ſhe ſhines above the reſt; 


is a far more aa figure, than the nl — 
tering lady in the drawing- room, with a com- 
plexion plaiſtered to repair the vigils of cards, and 
a ſhape violated by a ſtiff brocade and an im- 
meeaſurable hoop, The compliment alſo which 
Ulvxssks pays to this innocent unadorned beauty, 
eſpecially when he compares her to a young 
palm- tree of Delos, contains more gallantry and 
elegance, than the moſt applauded ſonnet of the 
politeſt French marquis that ever rhymed. How- 
ever indelicate I may be eſteemed, I freely con- 
feſs I had rather fit in the grotto'of CALYPSO, 
than in the moſt pompous ſaloon of Louis XV. 
The tea and the card tables can be introduced 
with propriety and ſucceſs only in the mock-heroic, 
as they have been very happily in the Rape of 
the Lock ; but the preſent modes of life muſt be 
forgotten when wg attempt any thing in the ſe- 
rious or ſublime poetry ; for heroiſm diſdains the 
luxurious refinements, the falſe delicacy and ſtate 
of modern ages. The primeval, I was about to 
ſay, patriarchal ſimplicity of manners diſplayed 
| | in 


* 
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in the Opyssxy, is a perpetual ſource of true 
poetry, is inexpreſſibly pleaſing to all who are un- 
corrupted by the buſineſs and the vanities of life, 
and may therefore prove equally inſtructive and 
captivating to younger readers. 

Ir ſeems to be a tenet univerſally received 
among common critics, as certain and indiſputa- 
ble, that images and characters of peaceful and 
domeſtic life are not ſo difficult to be drawn, as 
pictures of war and fury. I own myſelf of a 
quite contrary opinion ; and think the deſcrip- 
tion of Andromache parting with Hector in the 
ILIAb, and the tender circumſtance of the child 
Aſtyanax ſtarting back from his father's helmet 
and clinging to the boſom of his nurſe, are as 
great efforts of the imagination of HoMER, as 
the dreadful picture of Achilles fighting with the 
rivers, or dragging the carcaſs of Hector at his 
chariot-wheels: the behaviour of Hrecusa, 
when the points to the breaſt that had ſuckled 
her dear HEC TOR, is as finely conceived as the 
moſt galllant exploits of DloMEDFE and AJax: 
the NATURAL is as a ſtrong an evidence of true 
genius, as the SUBLIME, It is in ſuch images 
the ODyssEY abounds ; the ſuperior utility of 
| which, as they more nearly concern and more 
ſtrongly affect us, need not be pointed out. Let 
Loncinus admire the majeſty of Neptune whirl- 
ing his chariot over the deep, ſurrounded by fea 

monſters 


2 
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monſters that gambolled before their king; the 
deſcription of the dog Argus, creeping to the feet 
of his maſter, whom he alone knew in his diſ- 
guiſe, and expiring with joy for his return, is fo 
inexprefſibly pathetic, that it equals if notexceeds 
any of the magnificent and bolder images, which 
that excellent critic hath produced in his treatife 
on the ſublime, He juſtly commends the prayer 
of Ajax, who when he was ſurrounded with a 
thick darkneſs that prevented the diſplay of his 
proweſs, begs .of Jupiter only to remove the 
clouds that involved him; * and then” ſays he, 
« deſtroy me if thou wilt in the daylight ;?? 
zx M des uy dd οο But ſurely the reflections 
which ULyssEs makes to Amphinomus, the 
moſt virtuous of the ſuitors, concerning the miſery 
and vanity of man, will be found to deſerve equal 
commendations, if we conſider their propriety 
| ſolemnity and truth. Our hero, in the diſguiſe 
of a begger, had juſt been ſpurned at and ridi- 
culed by the reſt of the riotous lovers, but is 
kindly relieved by Amphinomus, whoſe beha- 
viour is finely contraſted to the brutality of his 
brethren. Upon which ULyssEs ſays, Hear 
« me, O Amphinomus ! and ponder the words 
« I ſhall ſpeak unto thee. Of all creatures that 
© breathe or creep upon the earth, the moſt 
„ weak and impotent is man. For he never 
« thinks that evil ſhall befall him at another 
| | | „ ſeaſon, 
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& ſeaſon, while the Gods beſtow on him ftrength 
& and happineſs. But when the immortal Gods 
& afflict him with adverſity, he bears it with 
d unwillingneſs and repining. Such is the mind 
« of the inhabitants of earth, that it changes as 
& Jupiter ſends happineſs or miſery. I once 
& numbered myſelf among the happy, and elated 
« with proſperity and pride, and relying on my 
ec family and friends, committed many acts of 
< injuſtice. But let no man be proud or unjuſt, 
ce but receive whatever gifts the Gods beſtow on 
& him with humility and filence.” I choſe to 
tranſlate this ſententious paſſage as literally as 
poſſible, to preſerve the air of its venerable ſim- 
plicity and ſtriking ſolemnity. If we recollect 
the ſpeaker, and the occaſion of the ſpeech, we 
cannot fail of being deeply affected. Can we, 
therefore, forbear giving our aſſent to the truth 
of the title which ALciDaMas, according to 
ARISTOTLE in his rhetoric, beſtows on the 
Odrssxr ; who calls it a beautiful mirrer of 
cc human life, X&%AGV DH Bis XATOT . | , 
HoMER, in the ILiap, reſembles the river 
NiLE, when it deſcends in a cataract that deafens 
and aſtoniſhes the neighbouring inhabitants. In 
the ODrssey, he is ſtill like the ſame NILE, when 
its genial inundations gently diffuſe fertility and 
fatneſs over the peaceful plains of Egypt. 
1 2 | 
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Non. 81. Tozar, Aug 145 1753. 


Nil de ſperandum, | TORY 
Avaunt deſpair. en | 


HAVE ſometimes heard it ape in con- 
verſation, whether it be more laudable or 
deſirable, that a man ſhould think too highly or 
too meanly of himſelf: it is on all hands agreed 
to be beſt, that he ſhould think rightly; but ſince 
a fallible being will always make ſome deviations 
from exact rectitude, it is not wholly uſeleſs to 
enquire towards which fide it is ſafer to decline. 
Tx prejudices of mankind ſeem to favour 
him who errs by under-rating his own powers; 
he is conſidered as a modeſt and harmleſs member 
of ſociety, not likely to break the peace by com- 
petition, to endeavour after ſuch ſplendor of re- 
putation as may dim the luſtre of others, or to 
interrupt any in the enjoyment of themſelves; he 
is no man's rival, and, cherefore, may be every 
man's friend. | 
THe opinion „ Which a man entertains of him- 
ſelf ought to be diſtinguiſhed, in order to an ac- 
curate diſcuſſion of this queſtion as it relates to 
perſons or to things. To think highly of our- 
ſelves in compariſon with others, to afſume by 
| our own authority that precedence which none 
VOL. III 7 = 
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is willing to grant, muſt be always invidious and 
offenſive; but to rate our powers high in pro- 
portion to things, and imagine ourſelves equal to 
great undertakings, while we leave others in 
poſſeſſion of the ſame abilities, cannot with equal 
juſtice provoke cenſure. 


Ir muſt be confeſſed, that ſelf. love may dif- 


6 us to decide too haſtily in our own favour; 
but who is hurt by the miſtake? If we are in- 


cited by this vain opinion to attempt more than 


we can perform, ours is the labour and ours is 
the diſgrace. 


Bur he that dares to think well of himſelf, : 


will not always prove to be miſtaken; and the 
good effects of his confidence will then appear 
in great attempts and great performances: if he 
ſhould not fully complete his deſign, he will at 
leaſt advance it ſo far as to leave an eaſter taſk 
for him that ſucceeds him; and even though he 
ſhould wholly fail, he will fail with honour, 
Bur from the oppoſite error, from torpid de- 
ſpondency. can come no advantage; ; it is the froſt 


of the ſoul which binds up all its powers, and 
cCongeals life in perpetual ſterility. He that has 


no hopes of ſucceſs, will make no attempts; and 
where nothing is attempted, nothing can be 
done. : 

EveRY man - ſhould, er dior to 
maintain in himſelf. a favourable opinion of the 
| powers 


— —-— — ů ůꝛ ne 


2 * _—_— TY 
a a 9 * * N neee Ku. , 1 * 
ate 2 — TIE e . 3 E os 7 eg . 
- PFF... XX.... er CPE OSA AI Ts . OE Ss — Se == C et EO OM a Ae I ez, e ee UE ren Mster re er Ng A 
* I TA TIO * Fe 2 A? „ r r ee eee — — — „ e CV 
ELLISON NE r ; An ons IS. 1 . 9 OE : — — . 3 
n 5 n NEE 1 D ee OI » en « 8 Pre It ate ns 4 WA "oy EF e —— E — 2 ; oy . "SL 2 
ty Ws I SE bs br (2 ee Hat, ESC Yn ud S ets. F* F 5 x eee d 4 : 
8 ka = 8 . 4 ir * 8 8 90 e r YO As 85 . . JL AY A 5 WN —— — — — 
PIT * 1 f 4 en OP S . N nr 7.0 Wan 5e SY e 


powers of the human mind; which are, perhaps, 
in every man greater than they appear, and 
might, by diligent cultivation, be exalted to a 
| degree beyond what their poſſeſſor preſumes to 
believe. There is'ſcarce any man but has found 
himſelf able at the inſtigation of neceſſity, to do 
what in a ſtate of leifure and deliberation he 
would have concluded impoſſible; and ſome of 
our ſpecies have ſignaliſed themſelves by ſuch at- 
chievements, as prove that there are ”"_w en 
above human hoßpzpPzP . 4 
IT has been the policy of all nations to pre- 
ſerve, by ſome public monuments, the memory 
of thoſe who have ſerved their country by great 
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emulation may be alike excited; and the philo- 
ſopher's curioſity may be inflamed by a catalogue 
of the works of Boyle or Bacon, as Themiſtocles 
was kept awake by the trophies of Miltiades. 
| AmonG the favourites of nature that have 
from time to time appeared in the world, en- 
riched with various endowments and contra- 
rieties of excellence, none ſeems to have been 
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exploits; there is the ſame reaſon for continuing 
or reviving the names of thoſe, whoſe Sten rel 
abilities have dignified humanity. An honeſt 


more exalted above the common rate of hu- 
manity, than the man known about two cen- 
turies ago by the appellation of the Ap R ABR 
CRICHTON; of whole hiſtory, whatever we may 
©: 4 | ſuppreſs 


* 3 . 


F 


moo The ADVENTURER. Nath, 


ſuppreſs as ſurpaſling credibility, yet we ſhall 
upon inconteſtible authority relate mough. to 


rank him among prodigies. 

VirTvE, ſays Virgil, is better accepted when 
it comes in a pleaſing form: the perſon of 
CRICHTON was eminently beautiful; but his 
beauty was conſiſtent with ſuch activity and 
ſtrength, that in fencing he would ſpring at one 
bound the length of twenty feet upon his anta- 
goniſt; and he uſed the ſword in either hand 
with ſuch force and dexterity, that ſcarce any 
one had courage to engage him. 

Havins ſtudied at St. Andrew's in Scotland, 
he went to Paris in his twenty firſt year, and 
affixed on the gate of the college of Navarre a 
kind of challenge to the learned of that univerſity 
to diſpute with him on a certain day; offering to 
his opponents, whoever they ſhould be, the 
choice of ten languages and of all the faculties 
and ſciences. On the day appointed three thou- 
ſand auditors aſſembled, when four doctors of 
the church and fifty maſters appeared againſt 
him; and one of his antagoniſts confeſſes, that 
the doctors were defeated ; that he gave proofs 
of knowledge above the reach of man ; and that 
a hundred years, paſſed without food or ſleep, | 
would not be ſufficient for the attainment of | 
his learning. After a diſputation of nine hours, | 


he was preſented by the preſident and profeſſor | 
with 
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with a diamond and a purſe of gold, and dif 


miſſed with repeated acclamations. 
From Paris he went away to. Rome; where: 


= hc made the ſame challenge, and had in the 


preſence of the pope and cardinals the ſame 
ſucceſs. Afterwards he contracted at Venice an 
acquaintance with Aldus Manutius, by whom he 
was introduced to the learned of that city; then 
viſited Padua, where he engaged in another 
public diſputation, beginning his performance 
with an extemporal poem in praiſe of the city 
and the aſſembly then preſent, and concluding 
with an oration equally oy e 9 in com- 
mendation of ignorance. 

He afterwards publiſhed another nge in 
e he declared himſelf ready to detect the 
errors of Ariſtotle and all his commentators, 
either in the common forms of logic, or in any- 
which his antagoniſts eus N of” a hun- 
dred different kinds of verſe. : 

THESE acquiſitions of learning, however ſtu- 
pendous, were not gained at the expence of any 
pleaſure which youth generally indulges, or by 
the omiffion of any accompliſhment in which it 
becomes a gentleman. to excel: he practiſed in 
great perfection the arts of drawing and painting, 
he was an eminent performer in both vocal and 
inſtrumental muſic, he danced with uncommon 
gracefulneſs, and on the day after his diſputation 

2 at 
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at Paris exhibited his ſkill in horſemanſhip be-. 
fore the court of France, where at a public match 
of tilting he bore away the "0g upon his lance 
fifteen times together. 

He excelled likewiſe in domeſtic games of leſ 
dignity and reputation; and in the interval be- 
tween his challenge and diſputation at Paris, he 
ſpent ſo much of his time at cards, dice, and 

tennis, that a lampoon was fixed upon the gate 
of the Sorbonne, directing thoſe that would ſee 
this monſter of erudition, to look for him at the 
tavern, | | 
80 extenſive v was 58 ehe with life and 
manners, that in an Italian comedy compoſed by 
himſelf and exhibited before the court of Mantua, 
he is ſaid to have perſonated fifteen different cha- 
racters; in all which he might ſucceed without 

great difficulty, ſince he had ſuch power of re- 

tention; that once hearing an oration of an hour, 
he would repeat it exactly, and in the recital 
follow the ſpeaker through all his ler of tone 
and geſticulation. 

Nor was his ſkill in arms leſs than in learning, 
or his courage inferior to his ſkill: there was . 
prize · fighter at Mantua, who travelling about 
the world, according to the barbarous cuſtom of 
[that age, as a general challenger, had defeated 
the moſt celebrated maſters in many parts of 


; Europe ; and in 6 where he then reſided, 
7 | d | had 
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had killed three that appeared againſt him The 
duke repented that he had granted him hs pro- 
tection ; when CRICH TON, looking on his ſangui- 
nary ſucceſs with indignation, offered to ſtake 
| fifteen hundred piſtoles, and mount the ſtage 
againſt him. The duke with ſome reluctance 
conſented, and on the day fixed the conibatants 
appeared: their weapon ſeems to have been ſingle 
rapier, which was then newly introduced in 
Italy. The prize-fighter advanced with great 
violence and fierceneſs, and Cxichrox con- 
tented himſelf calmly to ward his paſſes, and 
ſuffered him to exhauſt his vigour by his own 
fury.  CRicuToNn then became the aflailant ; 
and preſſed upon him with ſuch force and agility, 
that he thruſt him thrice through the body, and 
ſaw him expire : he then divided the prize he had 
won, s the widows whoſe huſbands had 
been killed. „ 
THE death of this wonderful man I ſhould be 
willing to. conceal ; did I not know that every 
reader will inquire ee after that fatal hour, 
which is common to all human beings, how- 
ever diſtinguiſhed from each other by nature or 
by fortune. n 13 e 
THz duke of Mantua 7 ꝗ ei + 
many proofs of his various merit, made him tutor 
to his ſon Vincentio di Gonzaga, a prince of 
looſe n manners and turbulent diſpoſition. On this 
1 F 4 occaſion 


304 The ADVENTURER. No. gr. 
occaſion it was, that he compoſed the comedy 
in which he exhibited ſo many different charac- 
ters with exact propriety. But his honour was 
of ſhort continuance ; for as he was one night 
in the time of Carnival rambling about the 
ſtreets, with his guitar in his hand, he was at- 
tacked by fix men maſked. Neither his courage 
nor ſkill in this exigence deſerted him; he op- 
poſed them with ſuch activity and ſpirit, that he 
| ſoon diſperſed them, and diſarmed their leader, 
who throwing off his maſk, diſcovered himſelf to 
be the prince his pupil. CrIicaTon falling on 
his knees, took his own ſword by the point and 
preſented it to the prince ; who immediately 
ſeized it, and inſtigated as ſome ſay by jealouſy, 
according to others only by drunken fury and 
brutal reſentment, thruſt him through the heart. 
Tos was the ADpMIRABLE CRricnTowN 
| brought into that ſtate, in which he could excel 
the meaneſt of mankind only by a few empty 
honours paid to his memory : the court of Mantua 
teſtified their efteem by a public mourning, the 
contemporary wits were profuſe of their enco- 
miums, and the palaces of Italy were adorned 
with pictures, repreſenting him on horſe-back, 
with a lance in one hand and a book in the other. 
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Now know 1 what | is love, 3 1 


AHOUGH the e o eee. 
is always in proportion to the height of | 
expectation, yet I this day claim, thy attention 
| of the ladies, and. profes. to. teach an art by 

which all may obtain what has hitherto been- 
deemed the prerogative. of a few; an art by 
which their predominant, paſſion may be grati- 
fied, and their conqueſts. not only extended but 
ſecured; The art of being PRRT TY. 

Bur though my ſubject may intereſt the ladies, 
it may, perhaps, offend thoſe profound moraliſts, 
who he long ſince determined, that BR Aurx 
ought rather to be deſpiſed, than deſired ;,. that,, 
like ſtrength, it is a mere natural excellence, the 
effect of cauſes. wholly out of our power, ang 
not intended either as the pledge of happi er 
the diſtinction of merit. ip 

To theſe gentlemen 1 ſhall ons 2 
is among thoſe qualities, which no effort of hu⸗ 
man wit could everabring into contempt: it is, 
therefore, to be wiſhed at leaſt, that beauty. Was 


in ſome degree. dependant upon SENTIMENT and: 
15 F. 5 ManNERs,. 
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MaNnNERs, that ſo high a privilege might not 
be poſſeſſed by. the unworthy, and that human 
reaſon might no longer ſuffer the mortification of 
thoſe who are compelled to adore an idol, which 


differs from a ſtone or a log only by the ſkill of 


the artificer: and if they cannot themſelves be- 
hold beauty with indifference, they muſt, ſurely, ; 
„ee an atten pt to ſhew that it merits their 
regard. . 
T 8HALL „ however, phticigatty: conſider that 
ſpecies of beauty which is expreſſed in the coun- 
tenance ; for this alone is peculiar to human 
beings, | and is not leſs complicated than their 
nature. In' the countenance there are but two 
F requiſites to perfect BEAUTY, which are wholly 
produced by external cauſes, colour and propor- 
tion: and it will appear, that even in common 
eſtimation theſe are not the chief; but that though 
there may be beauty without them, yet there 
cannot be beauty without ſomething more. 
Tus fineſt features, ranged in the moſt exact 
ſymmetry, and heightened by the moſt blooming 
complexion, muſt be animated before they can 
ſtrike; and when they are animated, will gene- 
rally excite the ſame paſſions which they expreſs. 
If they are fixed in the dead calm of inſenſibility, 
they will be examined without emotion; and if 
they do not expreſs kindneſs, they will be beheld 
without love. Looks of contempt, diſdain, or 
nn - - .  *  * malevolence, 


* 


No. 82. The ADVENTURER. 107 
malevolence, will be reflected, as from a mirrour, 
by every countenance on which they are turned; 
and if a wanton aſpect excites deſire, it is but 
like that of a ſavage for his prey, which cannot 
be gratified without the deſtruction of its object. 
Auoò particular graces the dimple has al- 
ways been allowed the preeminence, and the 
reaſon is evident; dimples are produced by a 
ſmile, and a ſmile is an expreſſion of compla- 
cency : ſo the contraction of the brows into a 
frown, as it is an indication of a contrary tem- 
per, has always been deemed a capital defect. 
Tux lover is generally at a loſs to define the 
beauty, by which his paſſion was ſuddenly and 
irreſiſtibly determined to a particular object; but 
this could never happen, if it depended upon any 
known rule of proportion, upon the ſhape or 
diſpoſition of the features, or the colour of the 
ſkin : he tells you, that it is ſomething which he 
cannot fully expreſs, ſomething not fixed in any 
part but diffuſed over the whole; he calls it a 
ſweetneſs, a ſoftneſs, a placid ſenſibiſity, or 
gives it ſome other appellation which connects 
beauty with SENTIMENT, and expreſſes a'charm 
which is not peculiar to any ſet of fene but! is 
perhaps poſſible to all. 8 wt = 

_Fnis beauty, however, does not a con- 
GR 3 in ſmiles,” but varies. as expreſſions of meek- 
neſs and kindneſs vary with their objects; it is 
*— extremely 


* 
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extremely forcible in the ſilent complaint of 
patient ſufferance, the tender ſollicitude of friend- 
ſhip, and the glow of filial obedience; and , 
tears, whether of joy, of Pity, or of grief, it 
almoſt irreſiſtible. 

Tus is the charm which Hates Wiki 
the aid of nature, and without which her utmoſt. 
bounty is ineffectual. But it cannot be aſſumed 
as a'malſk to conceal inſenſibility or malevolence; 
it muſt be the genuine effect of correſponding ſen- 


timents, or it will impreſs upon the countenance _ 


a new and more diſguſting deformity, AFFEcTA- 
TION 3 it will produce the grin, the ſimper, the 
ſtare, the languiſh, the pout, and innumerable 
other grimaces, that render folly ridiculous, and 
change pity to contempt. By ſome, indeed, this | 
ſpecies of hypocriſy has been practiſed with ſuch 
{kill as to deceive ſuperficial obſervers, though it 
can deceive even theſe but for a moment. Looks 
which do not correſpond with the heart, cannot 
be aſſumed without labour, nor continued with- 
out pain; the motive to relinquiſh them muſt, 
therefore, ſoon preponderate, and the aſpect and 
apparel of the viſit will be laid by together; the 
ſmiles and the languiſhments of art will vaniſh, 
and the fierceneſs of rage, or the gloom of diſ- 
content, will either obſcure or 1 all the 


elegance of ſymmetry and-coinplexion. 
f | | FCC. 
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TRx artificial aſpe& is, indeed, as wretched 
a ſubſtitute for the expreſſion of ſentiment, as 
the ſmear of paint for the bluſhes of health: it is 
not only equally tranſient, and equally liable to 
detection; but as paint leaves the countenance 
yet more withered and ghaſtly, the paſſions burſt 
out with more violence after reſtraint, the 
features become more diſtorted, . and excite more 
determined averſion. 
BEAurx, therefore, depends 1 upom 
the mind, and conſequently may be influenced 
- by education. It has been remarked, that the 
predominant paſſion may generally be diſcovered 
in the countenance; becauſe the muſcles by 
which it is expreſſed, being almoſt perpetually 
contracted, loſe their tone, and never totally re- 
lax; ſo that the expreſſion remains, when the 
paſſion is ſuſpended: thus an angry, a diſdainful, 
a ſubtil, and a ſuſpicious temper, is diſplayed 
in characters that are almoſt univerſally un- 
derſtood. It is equally true of the pleaſing and 
the ſofter paſſions, that they leave their ſig- 
natures upon the countenance when they ceaſe 
to act: the prevalence of theſe paſhons, there- 
fore, produces a mechanical effect upon the aſ- 
pe, and gives a turn and caſt to the features 
which make a more favourable and forcible im- 
preſſion upon the mind of others, than any 
charm produced by mere external cauſs. 
ü NEITHER 


. 
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NEITHER does the beauty which depends 
upon temper and ſentiment, equally endanger the 


poſſeſſor; It is,” to uſe an eaſtern metaphor, 


<< like the towers of a city, not only an or- 
“ nament but a defence: if it excites deſire, 
it at once controuls and refines it; it repreſſes 
with awe, it ſoftens with delicacy, and it wins 
to imitation. The love of reaſon and of virtue 


is mingled with the love of beauty; becauſe 


this beauty is little more than the emanation 


of intellectual excellence, which is not an object 


of corporeal appetite. As it excites a purer 
paſſion, it alſo more forcibly engages to fidelity: 
every man finds himſelf more powerfully re- 
ſtrained from giving pain to goodneſs than to 
beauty; and every look of a countenance in 


which they are blended, in which beauty is the 


expreſſion of goodneſs, is a ſilent reproach of 
the firſt irregular wiſn; and the purpoſe imme- 


diately appears to be diſingenuous and cruel, by 


which the tender hope of ineffable affection 
would be diſappointed, the placid confidence of 


unſuſpecting ſimplicity abuſed, and the peace 


even of virtue endangered, by the moſt ſordid 
infidelity and the breach of the ſtrongeſt ob- 
ligations. 

Bur the hope of the hypocrite muſt periſn. 
When the factitious beauty has laid by her ſmiles, 
when the luſtre of her eyes and the bloom of 
her 
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her cheeks have loſt their influence with their 
novelty; what remains but a tyrant diveſted of 
power, who will never be ſeen without a mixture 
of indignation and diſdain? The only deſire 
which this object could gratify, will be tranſ- 
ferred to another, not only without reluctance 
but with triumph. As reſentment will ſucceed to 
diſappointment, a deſire to mortify will ſucceed to 
a deſire to pleaſe ; and the huſband may be urged 
to ſollicit a miſtreſs, merely by a remembrance of 
the beauty of his wife, which laſted oP till ſhe. 
was known. | 

LET it, therefore, be remembered, that none 
can be diſciples of the Graces, but in the 
ſchool of VIRrUE; and that thoſe who wiſh to 
be LOVELY, muſt learn early to be 6G00D., 


Nun. 
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Nows. * Tozepar, Arg 27, 175˙ 


Ti: enim debet toto animo a poetd in difſo eee 


nodi agi; enque præcipua fabule pars eff que re- 
quirit plurimum diligentiæ. OE enen 


The poet ought to exert his whole ſtrength 
and ſpirit in the ſolution of his plot; which is 
the principal part of the fable, and renz the 
utmoſt Agence and care. 


F the three * perfect ErorEREs, which 
in the compaſs of ſo many ages human 
wit has been able to produce, the conduct and 
conſtitution of the OpyssxY ſeem to be the 
moſt artificial and judicious. 
ARISTOTLE obſerves, that there are two kinds 
of fables, the ſimple and the complex. A fable 
in tragic or epic poetry, is denominated ſimple, 
when the events it contains follow each other 
in a continued and unbroken tenour, without a. 
RECOGNITION or diſcovery, and without a PE- 
RIPETIE or unexpected change of fortune, A 
fable is called complex, when it contains both a 
diſcovery and a peripetie. And this great critic, 
_ whoſe knowledge of human nature was con- 
ſummate, determines, that fables of the latter 


ſpecies far excell thoſe of the former, becauiſe 
they 
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they more deeply intereſt and more irreſiſtibly 
move the reader, by adding ſurprize and aſto- 
niſhment to "_ other patſion which . 
encite. in 
TRE nb aa to this Slain 
tion, prefers the Epirus of Sorhocrzs, and 
the IPHIGENIA in Tauris and ALctsTEs of 
 EvRiPiDEs, to the Af Ax, PHILOCTETEs, and 
MDA of the ſame writers, and to the PRo- 
ME THE Us of Eschrlus; becauſe theſe laſt are 
all uncomplicated fables; that is, the evils and 
misfortunes that befall the perſonages repreſented 

in theſe dramas, are | unchangeably continued 
from the beginning to the end of each piece. For 
the ſame reaſons the ATHALIAH.of Rack, and 
the MRROPE's of MAFFE1 and VOLTAIRE, are 
beyond compariſon the moſt affecting ſtories that 
| have been handled by any modern tragic writer: 
the diſcoveries, that Joas is the king of Iſrael, 
and thatEo1sTvs is the ſon of M RoPs who had 
juſt ordered him to be murdered, are ſo unex- 
pected but yet ſo. probable, that they may juſtly 
be eſteemed very great efforts of judgment and 
genius, and contribute to place theſe FRLICRRE, 
at the head of dramatic Nt Ph 5 

Tit fable of the Obyssgy being eee . 
and containing a diſcovery! and a change in the 
fortune of its hero, is upon this ſingle conſide- 


ration, excluſive of its other beauties, if we fol- 
er low 


* 
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low the principles of Axis rorLE, much ſuperior 
to the fables of the ILiaD and the ENEID; which 
are both ſimple, and unadorned with a peripetie 
or recognition. The naked ſtory of this poem, 
ſtript of all its ornaments, and of the very names 
of the characters, is exhibited by ARISTOTLE in 
the following paſſage, which is almoſt _—_ 
tranſlated. | 

« A. MAN is for FRONT” years ubſeke from his 
« home; Neptune continually watches and per- 
te ſecutes him.; his retinue being deſtroyed, he 
& remains alone: but while his eſtate-is waſting 
by the ſuitors of his wife, and his ſon's” life is 
“ plotted againſt, he himſelf ſuddenly arrives after 
6 many ſtorms at ſea, diſcovers himſelf to ſome 
$ of his friends, falls on the ſuitors, eſtabliſhes 
«© himſelf in ſafety, and deſtroys: his enemies. 
cc This is what is eſſential to the fable; 3 oe 
c&c epiſodes make up the reſt.”  _ 

Fon theſe obſervations on the nature of the 
fable of the Opysssy in general, we may pro- 
ceed to conſider it more minutely. The two 
chief parts of every epic fable are its InTRIGUE 
or PLOT,, and its SOLUTION or UNRAVELLING. 
The intrigue is formed by a complication of dif- 
ferent intereſts, which keep the mind of the 
reader in a pleaſing ſuſpenſe, and fill him with 
anxious wiſhes to ſee the obſtacles that oppoſe 
the deſigns of the. hero n removed. The 

| ſolution 
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ſolution conſiſts in removing theſe difficukies, in 
fatisfying the curioſity of the reader by the com- 
pletion of the intended action, and in leaving 
his mind in perfect repoſe, without expectation 
of any farther event. Both of theſe ſhould ariſe 
naturally and eaſily out of the very eſſence and 
ſubject of the poem itſelf, ſnould not be deduced 
from circumſtances foreign and extrinſecal, 
- ſhould be at the ſame time PRETTY ou won 
derful. 
Tun anger of Neptune, who reſented the 
puniſhment which ULysses had inflited on his 
ſon Polypheme, induces him to prevent the re- 
turn of the hero to Ithaca, by driving him from 
country to country by violent tempeſts; and 
from this indignation of Neptune is formed the 
intrigue of the Opp ss Rx in the firſt part of the 
poem; that is, in plain proſe, what more 
ec natural and uſual obſtacle do they encounter 
« who take long voyages, than the violence of 
« winds and ſtorms ?” The plot of the ſecond 
part of the poem is founded on circumſtances 
equally probable and natural; on the unavoidable 
effects of the long abſence of a maſter whoſe re- 
turn was deſpaired of, the inſolence of his ſer- 
vants, the dangers to which his wife and his ſon 
were expoſed, the ruin of his eſtate, and ne 
| diſorder of his kingdom, | 
Tas 
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Tux addreſs and art of HoMER in the gradual 


ſolution of this plot, by the moſt probable and 
eaſy expedients, are equally worthy our admi= 


ration and applauſe. ULyssts is driven by a 
tempeſt to the ifland of the Phæacians, where he 
is generouſly and hoſpitably received. During a 
banquet which Alcinous the king has prepared 
for him, the poet moſt artfully contrives that the 
bard Demodocus ſhould ſing the deſtruction of 
Troy. At the recital of his paſt labours, and 
at hearing the names of his old companions, from 


whom he was now ſeparated, our hero could no 


longer contain himſelf, but burſts into tears and 
weeps bitterly. The curioſity of Alcinous being 
excited by this unaccountable ſorrow, he intreats 
ULyssExs to diſcover who he is, and what he 
has ſuffered; which requeſt furniſhes a moſt pro- 
per and probable occaſion to the hero to relate 
along ſeries of adventures in the four following 


books, an occaſion much more natural than that 


which induces Zneas to communicate his hi- 


ſtory to Dido. By this judicious conduct, Ho- 


MER taught his ſucceſſors the artful manner of 
entering abruptly into the midſt-of the action ; 
and of making the reader acquainted with the 
previous circumſtances by a narrative from the 
hero. The Phæacians, a people fond of ſtrange 
and amuſing tales, reſolve to fit out a ſhip for. 
the diſtreſſed Nero, © as a reward for the enter- 


tainment | 
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tainment he has given them. When he arrives 


in Ithaca, his abſence, his age, and his travels, 


render him totally unknown to all but his faith- 
ful dog Argus: he then puts on a diſguiſe, that 
he may be the better enabled to ſurprize and to 
puniſh the riotous ſuitors, and to re-eſtabliſh the 
tranquillity of his kingdom. The reader thinks 
that ULyssEs is frequently on the point of being 
diſcovered, particularly when he engages in the 
ſhooting-match with the ſuitors, and when he 
enters into converſation with Penelope in the nine- 


teenth book, and perſonates a fictitious character; 


but he is ſtill judiciouſly diſappointed, and the 
ſuſpenſe is kept up as long as poſſible. And at 
laſt when his nurſe EuRYCLEa diſcovers him by 
the ſcar in his thigh, it is a circumſtance ſo ſim- 
ple and ſo natural, that notwithſtanding AR1s- 


TOLE places theſe recognitions by Stoxs and 
TokkENs, below thoſe that are effected by Rxa- 


SONING, as in the Oepidus and Iphigenia; yet 
ought it ever to be remembered, that Homer 
was the original, from whom this ſtriking me- 


thod of unravelling a fable, by a diſcovery and a 


peripetie, was manifeſtly borrowed. The doubts 
and fears of Penelope leſt ULyssEs was not in 
reality her huſband, and the tenderneſs and en- 
dearments that enſue upon her conviction that he 


is, render the ſurprize. and W mad 


reader compleat. i 
hes 


| 
| 
| 
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Upo the whole, the Opyssty is a poem 

that exhibits the fineſt leſſons of morality, the 
moſt entertaining variety of ſcenes and events, 

the moſt lively and natural pictures of civil and 
domeſtic life, the trueſt repreſentation of the 

manners and cuſtoms of antiquity, and the 
juſteſt pattern of a legitimate ErOPEE; and is, 

therefore, peculiarly uſeful to thoſe, who are 

animated by the noble ambition of e e 

10 855 wy living or oy ene well. 


1 Ts 


Nous, . SATURDAY, Aug 253 1753. 


— 


— Tolle 5 an 
1 Jam vaga profiliet frems natura remotis, H, OR, 


| But take the danger and the ſhame away, 
| | And vagrant nature bounds upon her prey. 
| odd TH0tL „ ARES 00:2 0 FRANCES, 
| ITE Ton ar meet. i 
8 IR, | 
| FT has been ere, I think, by Sir WII 
LIAM TEMPLE, and after him by almoſt 
every other writer, that England affords a greater 


e of characters than the reſt of the world. 
To. 
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This is aſcribed to the liberty prevailing amongſt 
us, which gives every man the privilege of being 
wiſe or fooliſh. his own way, and preſerves him 
from the ene of een or the en ax 
| imitation. - 

THAT: the a Itſelf is true, I am not 
completely ſatisfied. To be nearly acquainted 
with the people of different countries can happen 
to very few; and in life, as in every thing elſe 
beheld at a diſtance, there -appears an even uni- 
formity : the petty difcriminations which diver- 
ſify the natural character, are not diſcoverable 
but by a cloſe inſpection; we, therefore, find 

them moſt at home, becauſe there we have moſt 
opportunities of remarking them. Much leſs 
am I convinced, that this peculiar diverſification, 
if it be real, is the conſequence of peculiar 
liberty ; for where is the government to be found 
that ſuperintends individuals with ſo much vigi- 
lance, as not to leave their private conduct with- 


out reſtraint ? Can it enter into a reaſonable mind 


to imagine, that men of every other nation are 
not equally maſters of their own time or houſes 
with ourſelves, and equally at liberty to be parſi- 
monious or profuſe, frolic or ſullen, abſtinent or 
luxurious? Liberty is certainly neceſſary to the 
full play of predominant humours; but ſuch 

liberty is to be found alike under the government 
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of the many or the few, in nn. or in 
commonwealts. 

_ How readily the hs oaifion 8 
an interval of liberty, and how faſt it expands it- 
ſelf when the weight of reftraint is taken away, 
I had lately an opportunity to diſcover, as I took 
a journey into the country in a ſtage coach; 
which, as every journey is a kind of adventure, 
may be very properly related to you, though 1 
can diſplay no ſuch extraordinary aſſembly as 
CERVANTES has collected at Dow QvIxoTE's 
ian. 

In a ſtage coach the egen are * the * 
part wholly unknown to one another, and with- 
out expectation of ever meeting again when their 
journey is at an end; one ſhould, therefore, 
imagine, that it was of little importance to any 
of them, what conjectures the reſt ſhould form 
concerning him. Vet ſo it is, that as all think 
themſelves ſecure from detection, all aſſume that 
character of which they are moſt deſirous, and 
on no. occaſion; is, the general ambition of ſupe- 
36 Pig more. apparently indulged. 

Orr the day of our departure, in the twilight of 
the morning, I aſcended the vehicle with three 
men and two women, my fellow travellers, It 
| was cafy to obſerve the affected elevation of mien 
with which every one entered, and the ſuperci- 
lous civility with which they paid their compli- 


ments 


# 


ments to each other. When the firſt ceremony 
was diſpatched, we fat ſilent for a long time, all 
employed in collecting importance into our faces, 


and endeavouring to ftrike reverence and ſubmiſ⸗ 


ſion into our companions. 


Ir is always obſervable chat filence propagates 


itſelf, and that the longert k has-been ſuſpended, 
the more difficult it is to find any thing to ſay. 
We began now to wiſh for converſation ; but 
no one ſeemed inclined to deſcend from his digs 
nity, or firſt to propoſe a topic of diſcourſe. At 


laſt a corpulent gentleman, who had equipped 


| himſelf for this expedition with a ſcarlet ſurtout 
and a large hat with a broad lace, drew out his 


watch, looked on it in ſilence, and then held it 
dangling at his finger. This was, I ſuppoſe, un- 
derſtood by all the company as an invitation to 
aſk the time of the day, but no body appeared to 


heed his overture ; and his defire to he talking 


ſo far overcame his reſentment, that he let us 


know of his own accord that it was paſt five, 
and that in two hours we ſhould be at breakfaſt. 


His condeſcenſion was thrown away ; we 


continued all obdurate; the ladies held up their 
heads; I amuſed myſelf with watching their 
behaviour; and of the other two, one ſeemed to 
employ himſelf in counting the trees as we droye 
by them, the other drew his hat over his eyes 


and counterfeited a ſlumber. The man of be- 
( G nevolence, 
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nevolence, to ſhew that he was not depreſſed by 


our neglect, hummed a tune and heat time upon 


his ſnuff- box. 
Tnvs: univerſally diſpleaſed with. c one .. 


hid not much delighted with ourſelves, we came 
at laſt to the little inn appointed for our repaſt ; 
and all began at once to recompence themſelves 
for the conſtraint of ſilence, by innumerable 


£ og and orders to the people that attended 


At. laſt, what every one had called for was 
— 15 or declared impoſſible to be got at that 
time, and we were perſuaded to ſit round the 
ſame table; when the gentleman in the red 
ſurtout looked again upon his watch, told us 
that we had half an hour to ſpare, but he was 
ſorry to ſee ſo little merriment among us; that 
all fellow travellers were for the time upon the 
level, and that it was always his way to make 
himſelf one of the company. remember,“ 
c fays he, it was on juſt ſuch a morning as this, 
& that I and my lord Mumble and the duke of 
6 Tenterden were out upon a ramble: we called 
ce at a little houſe as it might be this; and my 
& landlady, I warrant you, not ſuſpecting to 
c whom ſhe was talking, was fo jocular and fa- 
4e cetious, and made & many merry anſwers to 
- «& our queſtions, that we were all ready to burſt 
« with laughter. At laſt the good woman hap- 


60 pening t to overhear me whiſper the duke and 
| Tone al 
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« call him by his title, was ſo ſurpriſed and con- 
« founded that we could ſcarcely get a word 
from her; and the duke never met me from 
„ that day to this) but he talks of the little houſe, 
c and quarrels with me _ TONER: the land- 
e em! 

FH x had ſcarcely had time to een him 
ſelf on the veneration which this narrative muſt 
have procured him from the company, when one 
of the ladies having reached out for a plate on 
a diſtant part of the table, began to remark 
« the inconveniences of travelling, and the dif- 
4 ficulty which they who never fat at home 
60 without a great number of attendants found 
cn! performing for themſelves ſuch offices as 
« the road required; but that people of quality 
« often travelled in diſguiſe, a and might be ge- 

«" nerally known from the vulgar by their con- 
cc deſcenſion to poor inn-keepers, and the al- 
« Jowance which they made for any defect in 
« their entertainment; that for her part, while 
ce people were civil and meant well, it was 
„ never her cuſtom to find fault, for one was 
e not to expect upon a journey all that one . 
« joyed at one's own houle.” | 
ae . GENERAL emulation ſeemed now to po ex- 
cited. One of the men, who had hitherto ſaid 
nothing, called for the laſt news paper; and 
having peruſed it 2 while with deep penſiveneſs, 


G 2 & It 
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< It is impoſſible, ſays he, for any man to 
< gueſs how to act with regard to the ſtocks: 
<« laſt week it was the general opinion that they 
„ would fall; and I fold out twenty thouſand 
40 pounds in order to a purchaſe : they have now : 
* riſen unexpectedly ; and I make no doubt but 
ce at my return to London I ſhall riſ thirty 
c thouſand pounds amongſt them again.“ | 
A younG man, who had hitherto diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf- only by the vivacity of his look, and a 
frequent diverſion: of his eyes from one object to 
another, upon this cloſed his ſnuff- box, and told 
us that he had a hundred times talked with 
"<< the chancellor and the judges on the ſubje& 
of the ſtocks; that for his part he did not 
ec pretend to be well acquainted with the prin- 
<< ciples on which they were eſtabliſhed, but had 
cc always heard them reckoned pernicious to 
ce trade, uncertain in their produce, and unſolid 


0 in their foundation; and that he had been ad- 


ec viſed by three judges his moſt intimate friends, 
« never to venture his money in the funds, but 
cc to put it out upon land ſecurity, till he could 
<« light upon an eſtate in his own country.“ 

Ir might be expected that upon theſe glimpſes 
of latent dignity, we ſhould all have began to 
look round us with veneration; and have be- 
haved like the princes of 1 romance, when the en- 


chantment that diſguiſes them is diſſolved, and 
| they 


No. 84. The'ADVENTURER, 123 
they diſcover the dignity of each other: yet it 
happened, that none of theſe hints made much 
impreſſion on the company; every one was ap- 
parently ſuſpected of endeavouring to impoſe 
falte appearances upon the reſt ; all continued 
their haughtineſs, in hopes to enforce their 
claims ; and all grew every hour more ſullen, 
becauſe they found their repreſentations of them- 
ſelves without effect, 

THvs we travelled on four days with e 5 
lence perpetually increaſing, and without any 
endeavour but to outvie each other in ſupercili- 
ouſneſs and neglect; and when any two of us 
could ſeparite ourſelves for a moment, we vented 
our indignation at the ſaucineſs of the reſt, _ 

 Arlength the journey was atan end; and time 
and chance, that ſtrip off all diſguiſes, have dif- 
covered, that the intimate of lords and dukes is a 
nobleman's butler, who has furniſhed a ſhop 
with the money he has faved ; the man who 
deals ſo largely in the funds, is the clerk of a 
broker in *Change-alley ;' the lady who ſo care- 
fully concealed her quality, keeps a cook-ſhop 
behind the Exchange; and the young man, who 
is ſo happy in the friendſhip of the judges, en- 
groſſes and tranſcribes for bread in a garret of the 
Temple. Of one of the women only I could 
make no diſadvantageous detection, becauſe ſhe 
had aumed no character, but accommodated 

5 G3 herſelf 
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herſelf to the ſcene before her, withDu any 
ſtruggle for diſtinction or ſuperiority. 0 
I coup not forbear to reflect on the folly of 
practiſing a fraud, which, as the event ſhewed, 
had been already practiſed too often to ſucceed, 
and by the ſucceſs of which no advantage could 
have been, obtained; of aſſuming a character, 
which was to end wich the day; and of claiming 
upon falſe pretences honours which muſt periſh 
with the breath .chat-paid.them.. 1 4, 544 
Bor, Mx. ADVEN'TURER, let not tha het 
Beer at me and my companions, think this 
folly confined to a ftage coach. Every man in 
the journey of life takes the ſame ady antage of the 
ignorance of his fellow travellers, diſguiſes him- 
ſelf in counterfeited merit, and hears thoſe praiſes 
with complacency which his conſcience reproaches 
him ſor accepting. Every man deceives himſelf, 
while he thinks he is deceiying others; and 
forgets that the time is at hand when every illu - 
ſion ſhall ceaſe, when fictitious excellence ſhall 
be torn away, and ALL mult. be ſhown to ALL | 


in their real ſtate A bole tied N 
een Lam, Sied- e 


, Your humble, Servant, 
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Nums. 85. Turspay, Auguft 28, 1753. 


Qui cupit optatam curſu contingere metam, 
Multa tulit fecitgus puter. Hox. 
The youth, who ene the Olympic prize to 
gain, 
All arts muſt try, and every toil ſuſtain. 
FRANCIS. 


T is obſerved by Bacon, that © reading 
„ makes a full man, nenn a ready 
« man, and writing an exact man.” 30 
As Bacon attained to degrees of knowledge 
ſcarcely ever reached by any other man, the FI 
rections which he gives for ſtudy have certainly a 
juſt claim to our regard ; for who can teach an' 
art with ſo great authority, as he that has prac" 
tiſed it with nate ſucceſfs?? 0 
UNDER the protection of ſo great a name, I 
ſhall, therefore, venture to inculcate to my in- 
genious contemporaries, the neceſſity of reading, 
the fitneſs of conſulting other underſtandings than 
their own, and of conſidering the ſentiments and 
opinions of thoſe who, however neglected in the 
preſent age, had in their own times, and many 
of them a long time afterwards, ſuch reputation 
for knowledge and acuteneſs, as will ſcarcely 
ever be attained uy thoſe that deſpiſe them. 
„ AN 
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An opinion has of late been, I know not how, 
propagated among us, that libraries are filled 
only with uſeleſs lumber; that men of parts 
. Nand in need of no aſſiſtance; and that to ſpend 
life in poring upon books, is only to imbibe pre- 
judices, to obſtruct and embarraſs the powers of 
nature, to cultivate memory at the expence of 
judgement, and to bury reaſon under a Chaos of 
imligeſted learning. 
- SucH is the talk of many who think them- 
ſelves wiſe, and of ſome who are thought wiſe 
by others; of whom part probably believe their 
own tenets, and part may be juſtly ſuſpected of 
endeavouring to ſhelter their ignorance in mul- 
titudes, and of wiſhing to deſtroy that reputation 
which they have no hopes to ſhare. It will, I 
believe, be found invariably true, that learning 
was never decried by any learned man; and 
what credit can be given to thoſe, who venture 
to condemn that which they do not know? _ 
IF reaſon has the power aſcribed to it by its 


__ advocates, if. ſo much is to be diſcovered by at- 


tention. and. meditation, it is hard to believe, 
that ſo many millions, equally participating of 
the bounties of nature with ourſelves, have been 
for ages upon ages meditating in vain: if the 
wits of the preſent time expect the regard of po- 
ſterity, which will then inherit the reaſon which 

is now thought ſuperior to inſtruction, ſurely, 
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they may allow themſelves to be inſtructed by the 
reaſon of former generations, When, therefore, 
an author declares, that he has been able to 
learn nothing from the writings of his prede- 
ceſſors, and ſuch a declaration has been lately 
made, nothing but a degree of arrogance un- 
pardonable in the greateſt human underſtanding, 
can hinder him from perceiving that he is raiſing 
prejudices againſt his own performance; for 
with what hopes of ſucceſs can he attempt that in 
which greater abilities have hitherto miſcarried? 
or with what peculiar force does he ſuppoſe him- 
ſelf invigorated, that difficulties hitherto invin- 
cible ſhould give way before him? Wo 
Or thoſe whom PRovipence has qualified 
to make any additions to human knowledge, the 
number is extremely ſmall; and what can be 
added by each ſingle mind, even of this ſuperior 
claſs, is very little : the greateſt part of mankind 
muſt owe all their knowledge, and all muft owe 
far the larger part of it, to the information of 
others. To underſtand the works of celebrated 
authors, 'to comprehend their ſyſtems, and retain 
their reafonings, is a taſk more than equal te 
common intellects; and he is by no means to be 
accounted uſeleſs or idle, who has ſtored his mind 
with acquired knowledge, and can detail it oc- 
caſionally to others who reges tefs ann or 
weaker abilities. 50 
*. | G 5 Punidrys 
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Pxxsrus has juſtly obſerved, that knowledge 
is nothing to him who is not known by others 
to poſſeſs it: to the ſcholar himſelf it is nothing 
with reſpect either to honour or advantage, for 
the world cannot reward thoſe qualities which are 
concealed from it; with reſpect to others it is 
nothing, becauſe it affords no help to ignorance 


or error. 
Ir is with juſtice, therefore, that in an ac- 


compliſhed character, Horace unites juſt ſen- 
timents with the power of expreſſing them; 
and he that has once accumulated learning, is 
next to conſider, how he ſhall moſt widely dif- | 
fuſe and moſt agreeably impart it. 

A READY man is made by converſation. He 
that buries himſelf among his manuſcripts “ be- 
ce ſprent,” as Pore expreſſes it, with learned 
<« duſt,” and wears out his days and nights in | 
perpetual reſearch and ſolitary, meditation, is too 
apt to loſe in his elocution what he adds to his 
wiſdom ; and when. he comes into the world, to 
appear overloaded. with his own notions, like a 
man armed with weapons which he cannot 
wield. He has no facility of inculcating his ſpe- 
culations, of adapting himſelf to the various de- 
grees of intellect which the accidents of conver- 
ſation will preſent; but will talk to moſt unin- 


| ee and to all unpleaſantly, 3 nt 1 
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I was once preſent at the lectures of a pro- 
found philoſopher, a man really ſkilled in the 


ſcience which he profeſſed, who having occaſion 


to explain the terms OPACUM and PELLUCIDUM, 
told us, after ſome heſitation, that OPACUM was, 
as one might ſay, oPAKE, and that PELLUCIDUM 
ſignified PELLUCID. Such was the dexterity, 
with which this learned reader facilitated to his 
auditors the intricacies of ſcience ; and ſo true is 
it, that a man may know what he cannot teach. 
BoERHAAVE complains, that the writers who 
have treated of chemiſtry before him, are uſeleſs 
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to the greater part of ſtudents, becauſe theß 
preſuppoſe their readers to have ſuch degrees of 


{kill as are not often to be found. Into the ſame 
error are all men apt to fall, who have familia- 
rized any ſubject to themſelves in ſolitude: they 
diſcourſe, as if they thought every other man had 


been employed in the ſame inquiries. ; and ex- 


pect that ſhort hints and obſcure alluſions will 
produce in others, the ſame train of ideas which 
they excite in themſelves. | 


No is this the only i inconvenience - wil the 
man of ſtudy ſuffers from a recluſe life. When 


he meets with an opinion that pleaſes him, he 


catches it up with eagerneſs; looks only after 


ſuch arguments as tend to his confirmation; or 
ſpares himſelf the trouble of diſcuſſion, and 
adopts it with very little proof; indulges it long 


Without 
„ 0 


132 The ADVENTURER. No. 85. 
without ſuſpicion, and in time unites it to the 
general body of his knowledge, and treaſures it 
up among inconteſtible truths: but when he 
comes into the world among men who, arguing 
upon diſſimilar principles, have been led to dif- 
ferent concluſions, and being placed in various 
ſituations view the ſame object on many ſides; 
he finds his darling poſition attacked, and him 
elf in no condition to defend it: having thought 
always i in one train, he is in the ftate of a man 
who having fenced always with the ſame maſter, 
is perplexed and amazed by a new poſture of 
his antagoniſt ; he is entangled in unexpected 
difficulties, he is harraſſed by ſudden objections, 
he is unprovided with ſolutions or replies, his 
furprize impedes his natural powers of reafoning, 
his thoughts are ſcattered and confounded, and 
he gratifies the pride of airy potulance with an 
Bs victory. 
IT is difficult to imagine, with lat” ob- 
ſtinacy truths which one mind perceives almoſt 
by intuition, will be rejected by another; and 
how many artifices muſt be practiſed, to pro- 


cure admiſſion for the moſt evident propoſitions 


into underſtandings frighted by their novelty, or 
hardened againſt them by accidental prejudice : 
it can ſcarcely be conceived, how frequently in 
theſe extemporaneous controverſies, the dull will 
be ſubtle, and the acute abſurd ; how often ſtupi- 


My 
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dity will elude the force of argument, by invol- 
ving itſelf in its own gloom ; and miſtaken 1 in 
genuity will weave artful fallacies, which reaſon 
can ſcarcely find means to diſentangle. ._ - - 
In theſe encounters the learning of the re- 
cluſe uſually fails him: nothing but long habit 
and frequent experiments can confer the power 
of changing a poſition into various forms, pre- 
ſenting it in different points of view, connecting 
it with known and granted truths, fortifying it 
with intelligible arguments, and illuſtrating it 
by apt ſimilitudes ; and he, therefore, that. has 
collected his knowledge in ſolitude, muſt learn 
its application by mixing with mankind. _ 
BuT while the various opportunities off. con- 
verlag invite us to try every mode of argu- 
ment, and every art of recommending our ſenti- 
ments, we are frequently betrayed to the uſe of 
ſuch as are not in themſelves ſtrictly defenſible : 
a man heated in talk, and eager of victory, 
takes advantage of the miſtakes or ignorance of 
his adverſary, lays hold of conceſſions to which 
he knows he has no right, and urges proofs likely 
to prevail on his opponent, though he knows him- 


ſelf that they have no force: thus the ſeverity - 


of reaſon is relaxed ; many topics are -accumu- 
lated, but without juſt arrangement or diſtinc- 
tion; we learn to ſatisfy ourſelves with ſuch 
ratiocination as ſilences others; and ſeldom recall 

| to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
. 
3 
i 
i 
! 
} 


134 The ADVENTURER. No. 85 


- to a cloſe examination, that diſcourſe which has 


gratified our vanity with victory and applauſe. 
"Some caution, therefore, muſt be uſed, leſt 

copiouſneſs and facility be made leſs valuable by 

inaccuracy and confuſion. To fix the thoughts by 


writing, © and ſubjeẽt them to frequent examina- 
tions and reviews, is the beſt method of enabling 


the mind to detect its own ſophiſms, and keep it 
on guard againſt the fallacies which it practiſes 
on others: in converſation we naturally diffuſe 
our thoughts, and in writing we contract them; 
method is the excellence of writing, and uncon- 
ſtraint the gracc of converſation. 

To read, write, and converſe in due propor- 


tions, is, therefore, the buſineſs of a man of 


letters. For all theſe there is not often equal | 


opportunity; excellence, therefore, is not often 
attainable; and moſt men fail in one or other 


of the ends propoſed, and are full without read i- 


neſs, or ready without exactneſs. Some de- 
ficiency muſt be forgiven all, becauſe all are men; 
and more muſt be allowed to paſs uncenſured in 
the greater part of the world, becauſe none can 
confer upon himſelf abilities, and few have the 
choice of ſituations proper for the improvement 
of thoſe which nature has beſtowed :- it is, how- 
ever, reaſonable, to have PERFECTION in our 

| # | TW 
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eye; that we may always advance towards "ue 
though we know it never can be reached. 
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The wandering wiſh of lawleſs love apres. 
© 5 FRANC 


To the ADVERTINAS: FX” 


8 1 R, 
Oo indulge that reſtleſ impatience, di 
every man feels to relate incidents by 
a the paſſions have been greatly affected, 
and communicate ideas that have been forcibly 
impreſſed, I have given you ſome account of my 
life, which without farther apology or introduc- 


tion may, perhaps, be aaa os received i in an 


ADVE NTURER, 
My mother died when I was very young; and 


my father, who was a naval commander, and 


had, therefore, no opportunity to ſuperintend 
my conduct, placed me at a grammar ſchool, 
and afterwards removed me to the univerſity. 

At 
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At ſchool the numher of boys was ſo great, that 
to regulate our morals. was impoſlible; and at 
the univerſity even my learning contributed to-the 

diſſoluteneſs of my manners. As I was an only 

child, my father had always allowed me more 
money than I knew how to lay out, otherwiſe 
than in the gratification of my vices: I had 
ſometimes, indeed, been reſtrained by a general 
ſenſe of right and wrong; but I now oppoſed the 
remonſtrances of conſcience by the cavils of ſo- 
phiſtry; and having learned of ſome celebrated 
philoſophers, as well ancient as modern, to 
prove that nothing is good but pleaſure, I be- 
came a rake upon principle. 

My father died in the ſame year with queen 
Anne a few months before I became of age, and 
left me a very conſiderable fortune in the funds. 
1 immediately quitted the univerſity and came to 
London, which | conſidered as the great mart of 
-pleaſure ; and as I could afford to deal largely, I 
wiſely determined not to.endanger my capital. I 
projected a ſcheme of life that was moſt agree- 
able to my temper, which was rather - ſedate. 
than volatile, and regulated my expences with 
the oeconomy of a philoſopher. I found that my 
favourite appetites might be gratified with greater 
convenience and leis ſcandal, in proportion as 
my life was more private: inſtead, therefore, 


of — myſelf with a family, I took the 
19 firſt 
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firſt floor of a. houſe which was let into lodgings, 
hired one ſervant, and kept a brace of geldings 
at a livery ſtable. I conſtantly frequented the 
theatres, and found my principles confirmed by 
_ almoſt every piece that was repreſented, parti- 
cularly my reſolution never to marry. In comedy, 
indeed, the action terminated in marriage; but 
it was generally the marriage of a rake, who gave 
up his liberty with reluctance, as the only ex- 
pedient to recover a fortune; and the huſband and 
wife of the drama were wretches whoſe example 
juſtified this reluctance, and appeared to be ex- 
hibited for no other purpoſe than to warn man- 
kind, that whatever may be preſumed by thoſe 
| whom indigence has made deſperate, to marry 

is to forfeit the n indepetwlants n 
. 

Ix this courſe I had continued twenty y years, 
without having impaired my eee leſ= 
ſened my fortune, or incumbered myſelf with 
an illegitimate offspring; when a girl about eighh-⸗ 
teen, juſt arrived from the country, was hired 
as a chambermaid by the perſon who kept the 
houſe in which I lodged : the native beauty of 
health and ſimplicity in this young creature, had 
ſuch an effect upon my imagination, that I prac- 
tiſed every art to debauch wb and at e 


ſucceeded. 
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I Foun it convenient for her to continue in 
the houſe, and, therefore, made no propoſal of 
removing her into lodgings ; but after a few 
months ſhe found herſelf with child, a diſcovery 
which interrupted the indolence of my ſenſuality, 
and made me repent my indiſcretion: however, 
as I would not incur my own cenſure by ingra- 
titude or inhumanity, I provided her a lodging 
and attendants, and ſhe was at length delivered 
of a daughter. The child I regarded-as a new 
incumbrance ; for though I did not conſider my- 
ſelf as under parental or conjugal obligations, 
yet I could not think myſelf at liberty wholly to 
abandon either the mother or the infant. To 
the mother, indeed, I had ſtill ſome degree of 
inclination; though I ſhould have been heartily 
content never to have ſeen her again, if I could 
at once have been freed from any farther trouble 
about her; but as ſomething was to be done, ) if 
was willing to keep her within my reach, at 
leaft till ſhe could be ſubſervieht to my pleaſure 
no longer : the child, however, I would have 
ſent away; but ſhe intreated me to let her ſuckle 
it, with an importunity which I could not reſiſt. 
After much thinking, I placed her in a little 
hop in the ſuburbs, which I furniſhed at the 
expence of about twenty pounds with chand- 
lery ware, commodities of which ſhe had ſome 
knowledge, as her father was a petty ſhopkeeper 
in 
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in the country: ſhe reported that her huſband 


had been killed in an engagement at ſea, and that 
his pay, which ſhe had been empowered to re- 
ceive by his will, had purchaſed her ſtock.  L 
now. thought I had diſcharged every obligation, 
as I had enabled her to ſubſiſt, at leaſt as well as 
ſhe could haye done by her labour in the ſtation 
in which I found her; and as often as I had an 
inclination to ſee, her, I ſent. for her to a 
bagnio. n r 

Bur theſe interviews. ts not > Hi the 
pleaſure. which I expected: her affection; for me. 
was too. tender. and. delicate; ; the often wept in 


TT ſpight of all her efforts againſt it; and could a 


not forbear telling me ſtories of her little girl 
with the fond prolixity of a mother, when I 
wiſhed to regard her only as a miſtreſs. Theſe 
incidents at once touched me with compunction, 
and quenched the appetite which I had intended 
to gratify; my viſits, therefore, became leſs fre- 
quent: but ſhe neyer ſent after me when I was 
abſent, nor reproached me otherwiſe than by 
tears of tenderneſs when-ſhe ſaw me again. 

AFTER, the firſt year I wholly neglected her; 
and having | heard nothing of her during the 
winter, [ went to ſpend the ſummer i in the coun- 
try. When I returned,, I was prompted. rather 
by curioſity. than deſire to make ſome inquiry. 


alter her 1 and ſoon learnt chat ſhe had died 


5 | ns £ ſome 


7180 
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ſome months before of the ſmall 'pox,' that the 
goods had been ſeized for rent, and the child 
taken by the pariſh. - At this account ſo ſudden 
and unexpected, I was ſenſibly touched; and at 
firſt conceived a deſign to reſcue the child from 
the hands of a'pariſh nurſe, and make ſome 
little proviſion for it when it ſhould be grown 
up: but this was delayed from day to day, ſuch 
was the ſupineneſs of my diſpoſition, till the 
event was remembered with leſs and leſs ſenſi- 

bility ; and at length T congratulated myſelf upon 
my deliverance from an engagement, which I 
had always conſidered as reſembling in ſome de- 
_ gree the ſhackles of matrimony. I reſolved to 
incur the ſame embarraſſment no more, and 
contented myſelf with ftrolling from one pro- 
ſtitute to another, of whom I had ſeen many ge- 
nerations periſh ; and the new faces which I 
ance fought among the maſks in the pit, I found 
with leſs trouble at Cuper's, Vauxhall, Ra- 
nelagh, and innumerable other places of public 
entertainment, which have appeared during the 
laſt twenty years of my life. 
A Few weeks ago I celebrated my ſixtieth 
birth day with ſome friends at a tavern; and as 
I was returning to my lodgings, I ſaw a hackney 
coach ſtop at the door of a houſe which I knew 
to be of il] repute, though it was private and of 
the firſt claſs. 18 as I came up, a girl ſtepped 
32 out 


THAT | R 
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out of it. who appeared, by the imperfect glimpſe 
I caught of her as ſhe. paſſed, to be very young 
and extremely beautiful. As I was. warm with 
wine, I followed her in without heſitation, and 
was delighted to find her equally. charming upon a 
nearer view. I detained. the coach, and propoſed 
that we ſhould, go to Haddock's ; ſhe heſitated 
 with:ſome appearance of unwillingneſs and con- 
fuſion, but at length conſented: ſhe ſoon became 
more free, and I was not leſs; pleaſed with her 
converſation than her perſon ;- I obſerved that 
ſhe had a ſoftneſs and modeſty in her manner, 


which is quickly worn _ by habitual e . 


tution. 5 

Wx had er a Sin aft F evading ad 
were preparing to go to bed, when to my un- 
ſpeakable confuſion and aſtoniſiment, I diſto- 
vered a mark by which I knew her to be my 
child: for I remembered, that the poor girl, 
whom I ſo cruelly ſeduced and neglected, had 
once told me with tears in her eyes, that ſne had 
imprinted the two letters of my name under her 
little NaNxcx's left breaſt, which, perhaps, 
would be the only memorial ſhe would ever have 
of a father. I was inſtantly ſtruck with a ſenſe 
of guilt with which I had not been familiar, 
and, therefore, felt all its force. The poor 
wretch, whom I was about to hire for the gra- 
ae W percei 


N hut S 
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order with ſurprize and concern; ſhe enquired 
with an officious ſollicitude, what ſudden illneſs 
had ſeized me; ſhe took my hand, preſſed it, 
and looked eagerly in my face, ſtill inquiſitive 
what could be done to relieve me. Tremainec 
ſome time torpid; but was ſoon rouzed by the 
reflection, that I was receiving the careſſes of my 
child, whom I had abandoned to the loweſt-in- 
famy, to be the ſlave of drunkenneſs and luſt, 
and whom I had led to the "brink of inceſt. I 
ſuddenly ſtarted up; firſt held her at a diſtance; 
then catching: her in my arms, ſtrove to ſpeak, 
but burſt into tears. I ſaw that ſhe was con- 
founded and terrified ; and as ſoon as I could re- 
cover my ſpeech, I Lav an end to her an: aged * 
revealing the ſecret. 129 Yr 
.cTris iapotiblo: to Red al effect it had 
upon her: ſhe ſtood motionleſs a few minutes; 
then claſped her hands together, and looked up 
in an agony which not to have ſeen is not to con- 
ceive. The tears at length ſtarted from her 
eyes ; ſhe recollected herſelf, called me father, 
threw herſelf upon her knees, embracing mine, 
and plunging a new es 3 near 2 70 N 
my bleſſing. 
WB ſat up 3 Waben of the night, 
1 I ſpent in liſtening to a ſtory that I may, 
perhaps, hereaſter communicate; and the next 
day I took lodgings for her about fix miles from 
1140 1 0 | | town. 


"4 | 
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town. I viſit her every day with emotions to 
which my heart has till now been a ſtranger, and 
which are every day more frequent and more 
ſtrong. I propoſe to retire with her into ſome 
remote part of the country, and to atone for the 
paſt by the future: but alas ! of the future 'a+ Lf 
few years only can remain; and of the paſt not 1 
a moment can return. What atonement can I 1 
make to thoſe, upon whoſe daughters I have con- | | 
tributed to perpetuate that calamity, from which [ * 
by miracle I have reſcued my on How can I 9 
bear the reflection, that though for my own = 
child I had hitherto expreſſed leſs kindneſs than ³ 8 
brutes for their young; - yet, perhaps, every 18 
other whom I either hired or ſeduced: to pro- 
ſtitution, had been gazed at in the ardor of ' 
parental affection, till tears have ſtarted to the 1 
eye; had been catched to the boſom with tranſ- | 
port, in the prattling ſimplicity of infancy ; had' i 
been watched in ſickneſs with anxiety that ſuſ- in 
pended ſleep ; had been fed by the toil of induſ- 
trious poverty, and reared to maturity with hope 
and fear. What a monſter is he, by whom theſe 
fears are verified, and this hope deceived ! And 3 
yet, ſo dreadful is the force of habitual guilt, I | 
| 


ſometimes regret the reſtraint which is come 
upon me; I wiſh to ſink again into the ſlumber 
from which I have been rouzed, and to repeat 
che crimes which I abhor. * heart is this mo- 


ment 
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ment burſting for utterance ; but 1 watt words, 
F arewell. 


AGAMus. 


2 


5 N , ol | + * 
ee 1 Nn N 


| Nuns 87. Toner, onen 1753. 


#7" eee oft panld ; e eee mee 1 
| |  Naribus horum hominum; riders poſſit, es quad 
- Ruſticins tonſo toga defluit, & malt laxus 
In pede calceus haret ;—at mgemum ingen: 
1  Tnculto latet hoc ſub corpore Hor, 
ii - Your friend is paſſionate ; perhaps unfit 
| For the brifk petulance of modern wit: 
His hair ill cut, his robe that aukward flows, 
Or his large — to raillery expoſe 
The man. 
But underneath this PW arial Aiſouiſe, | 


A genius of extenſive knowledge lies. 
| FRANCIS. 


Fd 


T* ER 'E are many Glas which, 
though they are comparatively trivial, and 
may be acquired by ſmall abilities, are yet of 
bo. great importance in our common intercourſe with 
1% men. Of this kind is that general courteſy, 
=_ which is called Goop BREEDINOG; a name, by 
| 3 which, 


No. 8). The ADVENTURER. 145. 


which, as an artificial excellence, it is at once 
characteriſed and recommended. | | 

Goop Breeding, as it is generally employed 
in the gratification of vanity, a paſſion almoſt 
univerſally predominant, is more highly prized 
by the majority than any other; and he who 
wants it, though he may be preſerved from con- 
tempt by inconteſtible ſuperiority either of virtue 
or of parts, will yet be regarded with malevo- 
lence, and avoided as an enemy with WRONE" it is 
dangerous to combat. my [BE TIE Hd 

Ix ſome inſtances, indeed, the enmity of others 
cannot be avoided. without the participation of 
' guilt ; but then it is the enmity of thoſe, with 
whom neither virtue nor wiſdom can deſire to 
aſſociate: and good breeding may generally be 
practiſed upon more eaſy and more honourable 
terms, than acquieſcence in the detraction of 
malice or the adulation of ſervility, the obſcenity 
of a leteher or the blaſphemy of an inſidel. Diſ- 
agreeable truths may be ſuppreſſed; and when 
they can be ſuppreſſed without guilt, they can- 
not innocently be uttered ; the boaſt of vanity 
may be ſuffered without ſevere reprehenſion, and 
the prattle of abſurdity may be hour: WIR 
expreſſions of contempt. _ 

Ir happens, indeed, ſomewhat unfortunately, 
that the practice of good breeding, however 
neceſſary, is obſtructed by the poſſeion of more 
von Il. '- | valuable 
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valuable talents; ; and that great integrity, de- 
licacy, ſenſibility, and ſpirit, exalted genius, 
and extenſive learning, frequentiy render men 
 U|-bred. 

PETRARCH relates, that his pr meu 5, end : 
and cotemporary, DAN TE ALIGHER1, one of 
the moſt exalted and original geniuſes that ever 
appeared, being baniſhed his country, and hay- 
ing retired to the court of a prince which was 
then the ſanctuary of the unfortunate, was held 
at firſt in great eſteem ; but became daily leſs 
acceptable to his patron, by the ſeverity of his man- 
ners and the freedom of his ſpeech. There were 
at the ſame court, many players and buffoons, 
gameſters and debauchees, one of whom, diſ- 
-tinguiſhed for his .impudence, ribaldry, and ob- 
ſcenity, was greatly careſſed by the reſt; which 
the prince ſuſpecting DANTE not to be pleaſed 
with, ordered the man to be brought before him, 
and having highly extolled him, turned to DAN TE 
and ſaid, I wonder that this perſon, who is 
« by ſome deemed a fool, and by others a mad- 
e man, ſhould yet be ſo generally pleaſing, and 
ce ſo generally beloved; when you, who are cele- 
c hrated for wiſdom, are yet heard without plea- 
« ſure and commended without friendſhip.” 
« Vou would ceaſe to wonder,” replied DAN TE, 
« if you conſidered, that a conformity of cha- 


40 racter is the ſource of friendſhip. his 
| ſarcaſm, 
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ſarcaſm, which had all the force of truth, and 
all the keenneſs of wit, was intolerable; and 
DAN TE was immediately diſgraced and baniſhed. 
Bur by this anſwer, though the indignation 
which produced it was founded in virtue, DAN TR 
probably gratified his on vanity, as much as 
he mortified that of others: it was the petulant 
reproach of reſentment and pride, which is al- 
ways retorted with rage; and not the ſtill voice 
of REASON, which is heard with complacency 
and reverence: if DAN TE intended reformation, 
his anſwer was not wiſe; if he did not intend 

reformation, his anſwer was not good. x: 
GREAT delicacy, ſenſibility, and penetration, 
do not leſs obſtruct the practice of good breeding 
than integrity. Perſons thus qualified, not only 
diſcover proportionably more faults and failings 
in the characters which they examine, but are 
more diſguſted with the faults and failings which 
they diſcover : the common topics of converſation 
are too trivial to engage their attention; the 
various turns of fortunethat have lately happened 
at a game at Whiſt, the hiſtory of a ball at 
Tunbridge or Bath, a deſcription of lady Fanny's 
jewels and lady Kitty's vapours, the journals of 
a horſe- race or a cock-match, and diſquiſitions 
on the game act or the ſcarcity of partridges, are 
ſubjects upon which men of delicate taſte do not 
18 chuſe to declaim, and on which they 
H 2 cannot 
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cannot patiently hear the declamation of others. 
But they ſhould remember, that their impatience 
- 3s the impotence of reaſon and the prevalence of 
vanity ; that if they fit ſilent and reſerved, 
wrapped up in the contemplation of their own 
dignity, they will in their turn be deſpiſed and 
hated by thoſe whom they hate and deſpiſe ; and 
with better reaſon, for perverted power ought 
be more odious than debility. To hear with pa- 
tience, and to anſwer with civility, ſeems to 

comprehend all the good breeding of conver- 
ſation; and in proportion as this is eaſy, filence 
and inattention are without excuſe. 

HE, who does not practiſe good breeding, 
will not find himſelf conſidered as the object of 
good breeding by others. There is, however, a 
ſpecies of ruſticity, which it is not leſs abſurd than 
injurious to treat with contempt: this ſpecies of 
ill breeding is become almoſt proverbially the 
characteriſtic of a ſcholar; nor ſhould it be ex- 
pected, that he who is deeply attentive to an ab- 
ſtruſe ſcience, or who employs any of the three 
great faculties of the ſoul, the memory, the ima- 
gination, or the judgment, in the cloſe perſuit 
of their ſeveral objects, ſhould have ſtudied 
punctilios of form and ceremony, and be equally 
able to ſhine at a route and in the ſchools. That 
the bow of a chronologer, and the compliment 
of an aſtronomer, ſhould be improper or un- 

| | | couth, 
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couth, cannot be thought ſtrange to thoſe, who 
duly conſider the narrowneſs of our faculties, 
and the impoſſibility of een univerſal ex- 
cellence. | 
EQUALLY excuſcable. for the fame reaſons, 
are that abſence of mind, and that forgetfulneſs 
of place and perſon, to which ſcholars: are fo 
frequently ſubject, When Lewis XIV was 
one day lamenting the death of an old comedian 


whom he highly extolled, Les, rephed 


BolLEAU, in the preſence of madam MAiNnTE- 
NON, „ he performed tolerably well in the deſ- 
c picable pieces of SCARRON, which are now 
* deſervedly forgotten even in the provinces.” 


As every condition of life, and every turn of 


mind, has fome peculiar temptation and propen- 
ſity to evil, let not the man of uprightneſs and 


honeſty be moroſe and ſurly in his practice of 


virtue; let not him, whoſe delicacy and pene- 
tration diſcern with diſguſt thoſe imperfections 
in others from which he himſelf is not free, in- 


dulge perpetual peeviſhneſs and diſcontent ; nor 


let learning and knowledge be plcaded as an ex- 
cuſe for not condeſcending to the common offices 
and duties of civil life : for as no man ſhould be 
WELL*-BRED, at the expence of his VIRTUE; no 


man ſhould practiſe virtue, fo as to deter others 


- from IMITATION. 
H 3 Nuns. 
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 Nvums. 88. SaTuURDAY, September 8, 1753. 


— 


—— Semperque relinqui | 
Sola A. br, 1 longam incomitata videtur 6 
Ire diam —— | ViRs. 


E —— She le alone, 


To wander in her ſleep, thro' ways unknown, 
Guileleſs and dark. — 4 Dxvypen. 


E W T ON, whoſe power of inveſtigating 
nature few will deny to have been ſuperior 
to their own, confeſſes, that he cannot account 
for gravitation, the firſt principle of his ſyſtem, 
as a property communicable to matter; or con- 
ceive its effects to be otherwiſe produced, than 
by the immediate and perpetual influence of the 
ALMIGHTY <-/ and, perhaps, thoſe. who moſt 
attentively conſider the phenomena of the moral 
and natural world, will be moſt inclined to ad- 
mit the agency of inviſible beings. 
Iv dreams, the mind appears to be wholly 
paſſive; for dreams are ſo far from being the 
effect of a voluntary effort, that we neither know 
of what we ſhall dream, nor whether we ſhall 
dream at all. 
The human mind does not, indeed, appear 
to have any power equal to ſuch an effect; for 
the 
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the ideas conceived in dreams without the inter- 
vention of ſenſible objects, are much more per- 
fect and ſtrong than can be formed at other 
times by the utmoſt effort of the moſt lively ima- 
gination : and it can ſcarce be ſuppoſed, that 
the mind 1s more vigorous when we ſleep, than 
when we are awake; eſpecially if it be true, as 
I have before remarked, that “ in fleep the 
« power of memory is wholly ſufpended, and 
the underſtanding is employed only about ſuch 


« objects as preſent themſelves, without com- 
except we 


29 


« paring the paſt with the preſent; 
judge of the ſoul by a maxim which ſome deep 
philoſophers have held concerning horſes, that 
when the tail is cut off the reſt of the members 
become more ſtrong. 

Id lunacy, as in dreams, ideas are conceived 
which material objects do not excite; and which 
the force of 1 imagination, exerted by a voluntary 
effort, cannot form : but the mind of the lunatic, 
beſides being impreſſed with the images of things 
that do not fall under the cognizance of his 
ſenſes, is prevented from receiving correſponding 
images from thoſe that do. When the viſionary 
meal looks round upon his cloaths which he 
has decorated with the ſpoils of his bed, his 
mind does not conceive the ideas of rags and 
ſtraw, but of velvet, embroidery, and gold ; and 


when he gazes at the bounds of his cell, the 


H 4 | image 


<< 
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image impreſſed upon his mind is not that of a 
naked wall which incloſes an area of ten feet 
ſquare; but of wainſcot, and painting, and ta- 
peſtry, the bounds of a ſpacious apartment 
adorned with magnificent furniture and crowded 

with ſplendid. dependants. | 
Or the Junatic it is alſo univerſally true, 
that his underſtanding is perverted to evils, 
which a mere perverſion of the underſtanding 
does not neceſſarily imply. He either ſits torpid 
in deſpair, or is buſied in the contrivance or the 
execution of miſchief. But if lunacy is ultimately 
produced by mere material cauſes, it is difficult 
to ſhew, why miſery or malevolence ſhould 
always be complicated with abſurdity ; why 
madneſs ſhould not ſometimes produce inſtances 
of frantic and extravagant kindneſs, of a bene- 
volent purpoſe formed upon erroneous principles 
and perſued by ridiculous means, and of an ho- 
neſt and harmleſs chearfulneſs ariſing from. the 

fancied felicity of others. 

3 LUNATIC is, indeed, ſometimes. merry, 
but the merry lunatic is never kind; his ſport 
is always miſchief; and miſchief i is rather aggra- 
vated than atoned by wantonneſs : his diſpoſition 
is always evil in proportion to the height of his 
phrenzy : and upon this occaſion it may be re- 
maxked, that if every approach to madnefs is 
| 2 
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a deviation to ill, every deviation to ill may be 
conſidered as an approach to madneſs. © | 

AMONG other unaccountable phenomena in 
lunacy, is the invincible abſurdity of opinion 
with reſpect to ſome ſingle object, while the 
mind operates with its full vigour upon every” 
other : it ſometimes happens, that when this 
object is preſented to the mind, reaſon is thrown' 
quite out of her ſeat, and the perverfion of the 

underſtanding for a time becomes general; but 
ſometimes it ſtill continues to be perverted but 
in part, and the abſurdity itſelf is defended with 
all the force of regular argumentation, _® 

A Most extraordinary inſtance of this kind 
may now be communicated to the public, without 
injury to a good man, or a good cauſe dees he 
ſucceſsfully maintained. 

_ Mx. SIMON BROWNE, a diſſenting teacher of 
exemplary life and eminent intellectual abilities, 
after having been ſome time feized with melan- 
choly, deſiſted from the duties of his function, 
and could not be perſuaded to join in any act of 
worſhip either public or private. His friends 
often urged him to account for this change in 
his conduct, at which they expreſſed the utmoſt 
grief and aſtoniſhment ; and after much importu- 
nity he told them, “that he had fallen under the 
« ſenſible diſpleaſure of GOD, who had cauſed 
* bis rational ſoul gradually to periſh, and leſt him 

H 5 "Ow 


- 
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« only an animal life in common with brutes ; 
cc that it was, therefore, prophane, for him ha 
“ pray, and incongruous to be preſent at the 
« prayers. of others.” 

I this opinion, however at he was in- 
flexible, at a time when all the powers of his 
mind ſubſiſted in their full vigour, when his 
conceptions were clear and his reaſoning ſtrong. 

BEING once importuned to ſay grace at the 
table of a friend, he excuſed himſelf many times; 
but the requeſt being till repeated, and the com- 
pany kept ſtanding, he diſcovered evident tokens. 
of diſtreſs, and, after ſome irreſolute geſtures 
and heſitation, expreſſed with great fervor this 
ejaculation: << Moſt merciful and almighty 
«« GOD, let thy ſpirit, which moved upon the 
& face of the waters when there was no light, 
c deſcend upon me; that from this darkneſs 
<< there may riſe up a man to praiſe thee ! 

Bor the moſt aſtoniſhing proof both of his 
" IntelleRtual excellence and defect, is, ( A defence 
cc of the RELIGION of NATURE and the CRRI- 


cc gTIAN REVELATION,, in anſwer to Tindal's. 


« Chriſtianity as old as the Creation,” and his. 
dedication of it to the late queen. The book 
is univerſally allowed to be the beſt which that 
controverſy eee and the ue wh is as 
9 


MAD AM, 
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MADAM, 


F all the eds things that N 
been tendered to your royal hands ſince 

ce your firſt happy arrival in Britain, it may be 
boldly faid, what now beſpeaks your majeſty's 
acceptance is the chief. 


„ Nor in itſelf indeed; 


ce 


1 by it. 


it is a trifle un- 
worthy your exalted rank, and what will 
hardly prove an entertaining amuſement to one 
of your majeſty's deep penetration, exact 

judgment, and fine taſte. | ET 
« Bor on account of the author, who is the 
firſt being of the kind, and yet without a name. 
«© He was once a man; and of ſome little 
name; but of no worth, as his preſent unpa- 
ralleled caſe makes but too manifeſt: for by 
the immediate hand of an avenging GOD, 
his very thinking ſubſtance has for more than 
ſeven years been continually waſting away, 
till it is wholly periſhed out of him, if it be 
not utterly come to nothing. None, no not 
the leaſt remembrance of its very ruins re- 
mains, not the ſhadow of an idea. is left, nor 
any ſenſe that, ſo much as one ſingle one, 
perfect or imperfect, whole or diminiſhed, 
ever did appear to a mind within er or was 


4 


* 


* Sve 
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Ae Stiew a preſent from ſuch a thing, however 
60 worthleſs in itſelf, may not be wholly unac- 
& ceptable to your majeſty, the author being 


„ ſuch as hiſtory cannot parallel: and if the 
40 fact, which is real and no fiction, nor wrong 
<< conceit, obtains credit, it muſt be recorded as 
< the moſt memorable and indeed aſtoniſhing 
<< eventin the reign of G3EORGE the ſecond, that 
6a tract compoſed by ſuch a thing was pre- 
tc ſented to the illuſtrious CAROLINE ; his royal 
« conſort needs not be added; fame, if I am not 
4 miſinformed, will tell that with FO to all 
« ſucceeding times. | 
„„ Hex has been informed, that your anajeſty* 8 
cc piety is as genuine and eminent, as your ex- 
s cellent qualities are great and conſpicuous. 
c This can, indeed, be truly known to the 
4 great ſearcher of bearts only ; HE alone, who 
< can look into them, can diſcern if they are 
ce ſincere, and the main intention correſponds 
ce with the appearance; and your majeſty can- 
c not take it amiſs, if ſuch an author hints, 
cc that His ſecret approbation is of infinitely 
cc greater value than the commendation of men, 
ce who may be eaſily miſtaken and are too apt 
C to flatter their ſuperiors. ; 7 
„ Bur if he has been told the truth, ſuch a 
« caſe as his will certainly ſtrike your majeſty 
« with aſtoniſhment, and may raiſe that com- 
* miſeration 


a 
— 
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4 miſeration in your royal breaſt which he has. 
cc jn vain endeavoured to excite in thoſe of his 


46 friends; who, by the moſt unreaſonable 'and 


c ill founded conceit in the world, have ima- 
« opined, that a thinking being could for ſeven 
6 years together live a ſtranger to its own powers, 
< exerciſes, operations and ſtate, and to what 
cc the great GOD has been doing in it and to it. 
Ir your majeſty, in your moſt retired ad- 
C dreſs to the KING of Kings, ſhould think of 


„ fo ſingular a caſe, you may, perhaps, make 


„ it your devout requeſt, that the reign of your 
6 beloved ſovereign and conſort may be re- 
“ nowned to all poſterity by the recovery of a 
“ ſoul now in the utmoſt ruin; the reſtoration 
<« of one utterly loſt at preſent amongſt men. 
„ Anpſhould this caſe affect your royal breaſt, 
„ you will recommend it to the piety and prayers 
6 of all the truly devout, , who have the honour 
„to be known to your majeſty : many fuch 
« doubtleſs there are; though courts are not 
e uſually the places where the devout reſort, or 
* where devotion reigns. And it is not impro- 
<« bable, that multitudes of the pious throughout 
e the land may take a caſe to heart, that un- 
der your majeſty's patronage comes thus re- 
“ commended. 
« CouLD ſuch a favour as this reſtoration be 
obtained from HEAVEN by the prayers of 
; | 1 | ( your 
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“ your majeſty, with what a tranſport of grati- 
ec tude would the recovered being throw himſelf 
ce at your majeſty's feet, and adoring the Dryine 
« PowER and GRACE, profeſs himſelf, 
« M A D A M, 
Vour majeſty's moſt obliged 
8 &« and dutiful ſervant.” 


Tris dedication, which is no where feeble 
or abſurd, but in the places where the object of 
his phrenzy was immediately before him, his 
friends found means to ſuppreſs. ; wiſely conſide- 
ring, that a book to which it ſhould be prefixed, 
would certainly be condemned without exami- 
nation; for few would have required ſtronger 
evidence of its inutility, than that the author by 
his dedication appeared to be mad. The copy, 
however, was. preſerved, and has been tran- 
ſcribed into the blank leaves before one of the 
books which is now in the library of a friend to 
this undertaking, who is not leſs diſtinguiſhed 
by his merit than his rank, and who recom- 
mended it as a literary curioſity, which was in 
danger of being loſt for want of a repolitory 1 in 
which it * be e 11 3 
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Nuns. 89. Toxspav, September 17, 1753. 


Præcipua tamen ejus in commovendd miſeratione 
virtus, ut quidam in hac eum parte omnibus ejuſdem 
operis autoribus preferant. QUINTILI AN. 


His great excellence was in moving compaſ- 


ſion, with reſpect to which many give him the 
firſt place of all the writers of that kind. 


"wo the ADVENTURER.. 
"STR, 


. uſual for ſcholars to Janna with nd | 
criminating regret, the devaſtations com- 


mitted on ancient libraries, by accidents and time, 


by ſuperſtition, ignorance, and. gothiciſm: but 


the loſs is very far from being in all caſes equally 


irreparable, as the want of ſome kinds of books 
may be much more eaſily ſupplied than that of 
others. By the interruption that ſometimes hap- 
pens in the ſucceſſion of philoſophical opinions, 
the mind is emancipated from traditionary ſy- 


ſtems, recovers its native elaſticity which had 


been benumbed by cuſtom, begins to examine 
with freedom and freſh vigour, and to follow 
truth inſtead of authority. The loſsof writings, 
therefore, in which reaſoning is concerned, is 
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not, perhaps, ſo great an evil to mankind, as of 
thoſe which deſcribe characters and facts. 

To be deprived of the laſt books of Livy, of 
the ſatires of ARCHILOCHUs, and the comedies 
of MENANDER, is a greater misfortune to the re- 
public of literature, than if the logic and the 
phyſics of ARISTOTLE had never deſcended to 
poſterity. | 

Two of your predeceſſors, Mr. A NTURER, 
of great judgment and genius, very juſtly thought 
that they ſhould adorn their lucubrations by pub- 
liſhing, one of them a fragment of SappRo, 
and the other an old Grecian hymn to the God- 
deſs HEALTH: and, indeed, I conceive it to 
be a very important uſe of your paper, to bring 
into common light thoſe beautiful remains of 
ancient art, which by their preſent ſituation are 
deprived of that univerſal admiration they ſo 
juſtly deſerve, and are only the fecret enjoyment 
of a few curious readers. In imitation, there- 
fore, of the examples I have juſt mentioned, I 
hall ſend you for the inſtruction and entertain- 

ment of your readers, a fragment of SIMONIDES 
and of MENANDER. 

StMoNnIDEs was celebrated by the ancients for 
the fweetneſs correctneſs and purity of his ſtyle, 
and his irrefiſtible ſkill in moving the paſſions. 
It is a ſufficient panegyric that PLaTo often men- 
tions him with approbation. Dionvs1vs places 

him 
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him among thoſe poliſhed writers, who excell 
« in a ſmooth volubility, and flow on, like plen- 
« teous and perennial rivers, in a courſe of even 
and uninterrupted harmony.“ 

IT is to this excellent critic that we are in- 
debted for the preſervation of the following paſ- 
ſage, the tenderneſs and elegance of which 
ſcarcely need be pointed out to thoſe who have 
taſte and ſenſibility, Danae, being, by her 
mercileſs father incloſed in a cheſt and thrown 
into the ſea with her child, the poet proceeds | 
thus to relate her ditrels E 


Ore be ia Iv N’ arp 
Beijun rio, xmbeica 0 Myra 
anne four zr & Adr 
Hagesctg, & v eee Bane 
iA Xie, rd T3 5 THY, 
Ol v, mover. S N airs yarrdn. 


"HrTogs xrw@ ot Ev Arr. Mv, 
Tn Mur N, rr 
Kuavic Te Hur Tv ,v 
Trish. red AH, Heu bete 
TTagiovro; xD? Ex & NY, 
Or evius Pboyywur, TogPvpic 
Keijaevos & 51 ee. TeAorwTraov red 
"Es & Tol > Nd To 7e geber 9 J, | 
Kai xiv toy nj WV AeTlov 
| Yraiyes B05. Kip, TY. Ps 
"Evoirw d Torlogs dw d taxon = | 
Wren 
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When the raging wind began to roar, and 
the waves to beat fo violently on the cheſt as to 
threaten to overſet it, the threw her arm fondly 
around PERsEvs, and ſaid, the tears trickling | 
down, her cheeks, O my ſon, what ſorrows 


cc 


do I undergo ! But thou art wrapt in a deep 
ſlumber ; thou ſleepeſt ſoundly like a ſucking 
child, in this joyleſs habitation, in this dark 


and dreadful night, lighted only by the glim- 
merings of the moon! Covered with thy 
purple mantle, thou regardeſt not the waves 
that daſh around thee, nor the whiſtling of 


the winds. O thou beauteous babe ! If thou 
wert ſenſible of this calamity, thou wouldſt 
bend thy tender ears to my complaints. Sleep 
on, I beſeech thee, O my child ! Sleep, with 


him, O ye billows! and "pos een my 


diſtreſs !“ 
THOSE who would form a full idea of the deli- 


cacy of. the Greek, ſhould attentively conſider 
the following happy imitation of it, which, I 
have reaſon to believe, is not ſo extenſively 
known or ſo warmly admired as it ought to be; 
aud which, indeed, far excells the original. 

TEE poet, having pathetically painted a great 
princeſs taking leave of an affectionate huſband 
on his death bed, and endeavouring afterwards 
to comfort her inconſolable family, adds the fol- 


K particular. 


ths 


* , 
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His conatibus occupata, ocellos 
Guttis lucidulis adhuc madentes 
Convertit, puerum ſepore vineium 


: Dug nutrix Placido intl fa vebat . . 


„ Dormis, inguiit, O miſelle, nec te 


— 


« Vultus exani mes, ſilentiumque 
« Per longa atria commo vent, nec ulla 
& FHratrum tangeris, aut meo dolore. © 
« Nec ſentis patre dſtitutus illo, 
e Qui geſtans genibuſve brachiove, 
Aut formans lepidam tuam loquelam, | 
« Tecum mille modis ineptiebat. | 
ec Tu dormis, volitantque qui ſolebans 
„ Riſus, in roſeis tuis labellis — 
11 Dormi, Pparvule ! nec malt dolores © 
c Qui matrem cruciant tua quietis 1 9 
„ Rumpant ſommia. — Quando, quando, tales 


1 Redibunt oculis meis ſopores !“ 


The contraſt betwixt the inſenſibility of the in- 
fant and the agony of the mother, her obſerving 
that the child is unmoved with what was moſt 
likely to affect him, the ſorrows of his little 
brothers, the many mournful countenances, 
and the diſmal ſile nce that reigned throughout 


f 
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the court ; the circumſtances of the father play- 
ing with the child on his knees or in his arms, 
ah teaching him to ſpeak ; are ſuch delicate 
maſter-ſtrokes of nature and parental tenderneſs, 
as ſhew the author is intimately acquainted with 
the human heart, and with thoſe little touches 
of paſſion that are beſt calculated to move it. 
The affectionate wiſh of © dormi, parvule !” 
is plainly imitated from the fragment of S1M0- 
NIDES; but the ſudden exclamation that follows 

— * when, O when, ſhall J ſleep like this in- 
« fant,” is entirely the property of the author, 
and worthy of, though not excelled by any of the 
ancients. It is making the moſt artful and the 
moſt ſtriking uſe of the ſlumber of the child, to 
aggravate and heighten by compariſon the reſt- 
leſſneſs of the mother's ſorrow; it is the fineſt 
and ſtrongeſt way of ſaying, my grief will 
& never ceaſe, that has ever been | uſed. - I 
think it not exaggeration to affirm, that in this 
little poem are united the pathetic of Eur1PinEs 
and the elegance of CaTuLLUs. It affords a 
judicious example of the manner in which the 
- ancients ought to be imitated 3 not by uſing their 
expreſſions and epithets, which is the common 
method, but by catching a portion of their ſpirit, 
and adapting their images and ways of thinking 
to new ſubjects. The generality of thoſe wha 


have — Ca rorrus for their pattern, even 
the 


No. 89. The ADVENTURER. 165 
the beſt of the modern Latin poets of Italy, ſeem 
to think they have accompliſhed their deſign, by - 
introducing many florid diminutives, ſuch as 
ce tenellula, and columbula :” but there is a 
purity and ſeverity of ſtile, a temperate and 
auſtere Manner in CATULLUs, which nearly 
reſembles that of his cotemporary LucReTIVs, 
and is happily copied by the author of the poem 
which has produced theſe reflections, When- 
ever, therefore, we ſit down to compoſe, we 
ſhould aſk ourſelves in the words of Loncinvus 
a little altered; © How would HoMER or 
« PLATo, DEMOSTHENES or THUCYPIDES, 
ce have expreſſed themſelves on this occaſion ; 
allowing for the alteration of our cuſtoms, and 
«© the different idioms of our reſpective lan- 
„ ouages ?” This would be following the an- 
cients, - without tamely treading in their foot- 
ſteps; this would be making the ſame glorious 
uſe of them that RAciNE has done of EURIPIDEs 
in his Pf DRA and IPHIGENIA, and that MiL- 
TON has done of the PROMETHEvUsS of ESCHYLUS 

in the character of SATAN 
IF you ſhould happen not to lay aſide this 
paper, among the refuſe of your correſpondence, 
as the offspring of pedantry and a blind fondneſs 
for antiquity z or rather, if your readers can en- 
dure the fight of ſo much Greek, though ever ſo 
ATTic; I may, Perhaps, trouble you, again 
Suh with 
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with a few nigen on the character of Me- 
NANDER, 


- Lam, 
Yours, 8 2 


„ ee PAL EOPHILUS, 


W 82 WEIS 


" NumMB. 90. SATURDAY, September 15, 1753. 


Concretam exemit labem, purumgue reliquit 
1 4 therium fenfum, atque aurai Jemplicts 7 ignem. 
pol  ViſelL, 


. length of time, 

The ſcurf is worn away of each committed 
A 

No ſpeck is left of their habitual ſtains, 

But the pure æther of the ſoul remains. 

DRYDEN, 


To "Me ApvENTURER. 


8 I R, 

OTHING ſooner quells the ridiculous 

triumph of human vanity, than reading 

_ thoſe paſſages of the greateſt writers, in which 
N | they 
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they ſeem deprived of that noble ſpi irit that in- 
ſpires them in other parts; and where, inſtead 
of invention and grandeur, we meet with no- 
thing but flatneſs and inſipidity. 

T xx pain I have felt in obſerving a lofty ge- 
nius thus ſink beneath itſelf, has often made me 
wiſh, that theſe unworthy Rains could be blotted 
from their works, and leave them perfect and | 
immaculate, : 

IN to bed a few nights a ago, full of theſe 
thoughts, and cloſed the evening, as I frequently 
do, with reading a few lines in VIROIIL. I ac- 
cidentally opened that part of the ſixth book, 
where ANCHISEsS recounts to his ſon the various 
methods of purgation which the ſoul undergoes - 
in the next world, to cleanſe it from the filth 
it has contracted by its connection with the 
body, and tô deliver the pure etherial eſſence 
from the vicious tincture of mortality. This 
was ſo much like my evening's ſpeculation, that 
it inſenſibly mixed and incorporated with it, 
and as ſoon as I fell aſleep, formed itſelf into 
the following dream. | 

I FoUND wyſelf in an ian in the midſt of 
a temple which was built with all that magni- 
ficent ſimplicity that diſtinguiſhes the productions 
of the antients. At the eaſt end was raiſed an 
altar, on each ſide of which ſtood a prieſt, who | 
ſeemed preparing to ſacrifice. On the altar was 
— kindled 
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kindled à fire, from which aroſe the brighteſt 
flame I had ever beheld. The light which it 
diſpenſed, though remarkably ſtrong and clear, 
was not quivering and dazzling, but ſteady and 
uniform, and diffuſed a purple radiance through 
the whole edifice, not unlike the firſt 3 
of the morning. 

WIIIE I ſtood fixed in admiration, my at- 
tention was awakened by the blaſt of a trumpet 
that ſhook the whole temple ; but it carried a 
certain ſweetneſs in its. ſourid, which mellowed 
and tempered the natural ſhrillneſs of that in- 


ſtrument. Aſter it had ſounded thrice, the being 


who blew it, habited according to the deſcription 
of FAME by the ancients, iſſued a proclamation 
to the following purpoſe: *©4* By command of 
«© APOLLo and the Musss, all who have ever 
< made any pretenſions to fame by their writings, 


ee are injoined to ſacrifice upon the altar in this 


« temple, thoſe parts of their works, which 
e have hitherto been preſerved to their infamy, 
that their names may deſcend ſpotleſs and un- 
« ſullied to poſterity. For this purpoſe ARISTOTLE 
<< and LoNGINus are appointed chief prieſts, who 
<< are to ſee that no improper oblations are 
« made, and no proper ones concealed ; and 
e for the more eaſy performance of this office, 
<« they are e to chuſe as their aſſiſtants 

a 2 whomſoever 
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C whomſoever they e think Kos of T0 | 
C fun@ons?!; 

As ſoon as this nndukcaciihj/obind mage; 1 
turned my eyes with inexpreſſible delight towards 
the two prieſts; but was ſoon robbed of the 
pleaſure of looking at them by a croud of people 
running up to offer their ſervice. Theſe I found 
to be a groupe of French critics; but their offers 
were rejected by both prieſts with the utmoſt in- 
dignation, and their whole works were thrown 
on the altar, and reduced to aſhes in an inſtant. 
The two prieſts then looked round, and choſe, 
with a few others, Horace and QUINTILIAN 
from among the Romans, and AppisoN from 
the Engliſh, as their principal aſſiſtants. 
T xx firſt who came forward with his offering, 
by the loftineſs of his demeanor was ſoon diſ- 
covered to. be Homer. He approached the 
altar with great majeſty, and delivered to Lox- 
GINUS thoſe parts of his OpyssEY, which have 
been cenſured as improbable fictions, and the ri- 
diculous narratives of old age. LonGinvus was 
preparing for the ſacrifice, but obſerving that 
ARISTOTLE did not ſezm willing to afhſt him in 
the office, he returned them to the venerable old 
dard with great deference, ſaying, that ** they 
«© were indeed the tales of old age, Vat it was 
1 the old age of HOMER.“ 


vol. Il. 5 1 
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Viral. appeared next, and approached the 
altar with a modeſt dignity in his gait and coun- 


tenance peculiar to himſelf; and to the ſurpriſe 
of all committed his whole AENz1D to the flames, 
But it was immediately reſcued by two Romans, 


whom I found to be T'ucca and Varivs, who 
ran with precipitation to the altar, delivered the 


| poem from deſtruction, and carried off the au- 


thor between them, repeating that glorious boaſt 


of about forty lines at the Wann of ie third 


Georgic : 


— Tentanda via eſt; qua me quoque poſſim 
Tollere humo, victorque virum volitare per ora, 
Primus ego in patriam mecum, &c. 


AFTER him moſt of the Greek and Roman 


authors proceeded. to the altar, and furrendered 
with great modeſty and humility the moſt faulty 
part of their works. One circumſtance was ob- 


ſervable, that the ſacrifice always increaſed i in 
proportion as the author had ventured to deviate 
from a judicious imitation of Homer. The 
latter Roman authors, who ſeemed almoſt to 
have loſt ſight of him, made ſo large offerings, 


that ſome of their works which were before 
very voluminous, ſhrunk into the compaſs of 2 


primer. : 


— 


Ir 
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=, gave me the higheſt ſatisfaction to ſee Pi- 
LOSOPHY thus cleared from erroneous principles, 
HisToORY purged of falſehood, PoETRY of fuſtian, 
and nothing left in each but _— 82 un 
and TRUTH. 

I MARKED with 8 attention 1 FP 
offerings of the moſt eminent Engliſh Writers. 
- CHAUCER gave up his obſcenity, and then deli- 
vered his works to DRYDEN, to clear them from 
the rubbiſh that encumbered them. DRYTDEN 
executed his taſk with great addreſs, and, as 
Anpison ſays of VIRGIL- in his Georgics, 
&« tofled about his dung with an air of graceful- 
<« neſs :” he not only repaired thei injuries of time, 
but threw in a thouſand new graces. He then 
advanced towards the altar himſelf, and delivered 
up a large pacquet, which contained many plays, 


and ſome poems. The pacquet had a label af- 


fixed to it, which bore this inſcription, cc To | 

« Poverty.” 8 
SHAKESPEARE carried to the altar a long 

firing of puns, marked + The Taſte of the 


Age,“ a ſmall parcel of bombaſt, and a pretty 


large bundle of incorrectneſs. Notwithſtanding 


the ingenuous air with which he made this of- 


fering, ſome officiates at the altar accuſed him 
of concealing certain pieces, and mentioned the 
London Prodigal, Sir Thomas Cromwell, The 
Yorkſhire Tragedy, &c. The poet replied, 
IA I 2 | ce that 
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| <6 that as thoſe pieces were unworthy to be pre- 
<« ſerved, he ſhould ſee them conſumed to aſhes 
< with great pleaſure ; but that he was wholly | 
c innocent of their original.” The two chief 
prieſts interpoſed in this diſpute, and diſmiſſed 
the poet with many compliments; LonGinus 
obſerving, that the pieces in queſtion could not 
poſlibly be his, for that the failings of SHAK E- 
SPEARE were like thoſe of HomtR, „ whoſe 
«© genius, whenever it ſubſided, might be com- 
<< pared to the ebbing of the ocean, which left 
tc à mark upon its ſhores, to ſhew to what a 
« height it was ſometimes carried.” AxRis- 
TOTLE concurred in this opinion, and added, 
< that although SHAKESPEARE was quite igno- 
“ rant of that exact ceconomy of the ſtage, which 
« js ſo remarkable in the Greek writers, yet 
<< the meer ſtrength of his genius had in many 
cc points carried him infinitely beyond them.” 
MIL rod gave up a few errors in his PARA- 
DISE LosT, and the ſacrifice was attended with 
great decency by Appison. OTway and Row 
.threw their comedies upon the altar, and Beg av- 
MONT and FLETCHER the two laſt acts of many iſ 
of their pieces. They were followed by Tom 
Durrey, ETHEREGE, WYCHERLEY, and ſe- 
veral other dramatic writers, who made ſuch 
large contributions, * they ſet the altar in a 


blaze. 
| . 
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AMONG theſe I was ſurprized to ſee an author 
with much politeneſs in his behaviour, and fpirit- 
in his countenance, tottering under an unwieldy 
burden. As he approached I diſcovered him to 
be SIR JohN VANBRUGH, and could not but 
ſmile, when, on his committing his heavy load 
to the flames, it proved to be “ His kill in 

« Architecture.” 

Pope advanced e ADD1$0N, and deli- 
vered with great humility thoſe lines written ex- 
preſsly againſt him, ſo remarkable for their ex- 
cellence and their cruelty, repeating this couplet; 


« Curſt be the verſe, how well foc'er it flow, 
“That tends to make one worthy manmy foe.” 


LS ingenuous critic inſiſted on his taking 
them again: „ for,” ſaid he, © my aſſociates 
at the altar, particularly HoRAcR, would 
never permit a line of ſo excellent a ſatyriſt to 
« be conſumed. The many compliments paid 
« me in other parts of your works, amply com- 
© penſate for this light indignity. And be aſ- 
<« ſured, that no little pique or miſunderſtanding 
“ ſhall ever make me a foe to genius.” Pops. 
bowed in ſome confuſion, and promiſed to ſub- 
ſtitute a fictitious name at leaſt, which was all, 
that was left in his power. He then retired, 


after having made a ſacrifice of a little pacquet of 
5 5b 3 ee 
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Antitheſes, and ſome parts of his Tranſlation of 


Homer. | 

\ DuRinG the courſe oy theſe alias, I was 
charmed with the candour, decency, and judg- | 
ment, with which all the prieſts diſcharged their 


different functions. They behaved with ſuch 


dignity, that it reminded me of thoſe ages, when 
the offices of king and prieſt centered in the ſame 
perſon. Whenever any of the aſſiſtants were at 
a loſs in any particular circumſtances, they ap- 
plied to ARISTOTLE, who ſettled the whole 
buſineſs in an inſtant. 
Bur the reflections which this ben ſcene 


produced, were ſoon interrupted by a tumultuous 


noiſe at the gate of the temple ; when ſuddenly 
a rude illiterate multitude ruſhed in, led by 
TinDaL, MoRGAN,CHUBB, and BOLINGBROKE. 
The chiefs, whoſe countenances were impreſſed 
with rage which art could not conceal, forced 
their way to the altar, and amidft the joyful ac- 
clamations of their followers threw a large volume 
into the fire. But the triumph was ſhort, and 
joy and acclamation gave way to ſilence and 
aſtoniſhment : the volume lay unhurt in the 
midſt of the fire, and, as the flames played inno- 
cently about it, 1 could diſcover written in letters 
of gold, theſe words, THE BIBLE. At that 
inſtant my ears were raviſhed with the ſound of 
more than mortal muſic accompanying a hymn . 


wy 
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ſung by inviſible beings, of which I well re- 


member the following verſes: 
« THE words of the LORD are pure words: 


« even as the ſilver, which in the earth is tried, 


« and purified ſeven times in the fire.“ 

« MoRE to be deſired are they than gold; yea, 
ce than much fine gold: ſweeter alſo than 9 
« and the honey- comb.“ | 

Tae united melody of inſtruments and voices, 
which formed a concert ſo exquiſite, that, as 
M1LToN ſays, „it might create a ſoul under the 
& ribs of death,” threw me into ſuch ecſtaſies, 
that I was awakened by their violence, 
& 

I am, SIR, 


Your humble run 


CRITO. 


I'4. 4:44; 


- 
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Thus was the father pious to a crime. 
jj 1008 


"Ti is hs by thoſe who rejet ChRI- 
 STIANITY, that if revelation had been neceſ- 
ſary as a rule of life to mankind, it would have 
been univerſal ; and they are, upon this prin- 
ciple, compelled to affirm that only to be a rule 
of life, which is univerſally known. | 
Bur no rule of life is univerſally known, ex- 
cept the dictates of conſcience. With reſpect to 


particular actions, opinion determines whether 


they are good or ill; and conſcience approves 
or diſapproves in conſequence of this determina- 
tion, whether it be in favour of truth or falſehood. 
Nor can the errors of conſcience be always im- 
puted to a criminal neglect of inquiry: thoſe, 
by whom a ſyſtem of moral truths was diſcovered 
through the gloom of paganiſm, have been con- 
ſidered as prodigies, and regarded by ſucceſſive 
ages with aſtoniſhment and admiration; and 
that which immortaliſed one among many mil- 
lions, can ſcarce be thought poſſible to all. Men 
do not uſually ſhut their eyes againſt their imme- 


diate intereſt, however they may be thought to 
wink 
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wink againſt their duty; and ſo little does either 


appear to be diſcoverable by the light of nature, 


that where the Divins PRESCRIPTION has either 
been with-held or corrupted, | ſuperſtition has 
rendered piety cruel, and error has armed virtue 
againſt herſelf; miſery has been cultivated” by 
thoſe who have not incurred guilt; and though 
all men had been e rte an ſtill mee 
been wretched, 

In the reign of vb the Magnificent, thd 


peſtilence; and after every other attempt to pro- 
pitiate the gods had failed, it was believed, ac- 
cording to the ſuperſtition of the country, that 
they required the ſacrifice of a view of royal 
blood. 


Ir happened that at this time there was nb 
virgin of the royal blood, but Tamira the 


daughter of YaMopin, whom he had betrothed 
to one of the princes of his court, intending that 
he ſhould ſucceed to the throne ; for YAMODIN 
had no fin, and he was not willing that Als em- 
pire ſhould deſcend to a woman. 
YAMoODIN conſidered himſelf not leſs the fa- 


— 


| kingdom of Golconda was depopulated by a 


ther of his people, than of TAMIRA ; : and, 


therefore, with whatever reluctance, determined 


to redeem the life of the public, with that of the 
individual. He proſtrated himſelf in the temple, 
an T HIVORES his principal idol as the fountain of 


3 1 
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life: From thee,” ſaid he, I have derived my 
<<. being, and the life which I have propagated 


«is thine : when I am about to reſtore it, let 
„ me remember with gratitude, that poſſeſſed it 


« by thy bounty; and let my Meng accept it as a 
« ranſom for my people.” 
Onprxs were given for the Gerfßce on the 


next day, and TamiRa was permitted to dif- 
paoſe of the interval as ſhe pleaſed. She received 
the intimation of her father's pleaſure, without 
much ſurprize; becauſe, as ſhe knew the cuſtom 


of her country, ſhe ſcarce hoped that the de- 


mand of her life would have been delayed fo 
long: ſhe fortified herſelf againſt the terrors of 
death, by anticipating the honours that would 


be paid to her memory; and had juſt triumphed 


over the deſire of life, when, upon. perceiving 


he lover enter the apartment, ſhe loſt her forti- 


tude i in a moment and burſt into tears. 


WHEN they were alone, after his eyes had 


like hers overflowed with ſilent ſorrow, he took 
ber hand, and with a look of inexpreſſible anxiety 


and tenderneſs told her, that one expedient was 
yet left, by which her life might be preſerved; 


that he had bribed a prieſt to his intereſt, by 
whom the ceremonies of marriage might be im- 
' mediately performed; that on the morrow, as 


ſhe would be no longer a virgin, the propitiation 


of the $988. could not be effected by her death; 


and 
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and that her father, though for political purpoſes 
he might appear to be diſpleaſed, would yet 


ſecretly rejoice at an event, which, without his 


concurrence, had delivered him from the dreadful . 

obligation of ſacrificing an only child, through 
whom he hoped to tranſmit dominion to his po- 
ſterity. x 


To this propoſal Tanna, whoſe e 


to life was now ſtrengthened by love, and in 
whoſe boſom the regret of precluded pleaſure had 
ſucceeded to the hope of glory, at length con- 
ſented ; but ſhe conſented with all the timidity, 
reluctance, and confuſion, which are produced 
by a conſciouſneſs of guilt ; and the prince him- 
ſelf introduced the man, who was to accompliſh _ 
the purpoſe both of his ambition and his love, 
with apparent tremor and heſitation. 
On the morrow, when the prieſt ſtood ready 
at the altar to receive the victim, and the king 
commanded his daughter to be brought forth, the 
prince produced her as his wife. YAMoDIN 
ſtood ſome moments in ſuſpenſe ; and then diſ- 
miſſing the aſſembly, retired to his palace. After 
having remained about two hours in private, he 
| ſent for the prince. © The Gods,” ſaid he, 
6c though they continue the peſtilence, have 
yet in mercy reſcued my people from the op- 
“ preſſion of a tyrant, who appears to conſider 
the life of millions as noting? in competition 
| « with 
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“ with the indulgence of his luſt, his avarice, 
ce or his ambition.” YamMopin then com- 
manded him to be put to death, and the ſentence - 
was executed the ſame hour. | | 
' TAmMIRA now repented in unutterable diſtreſs 
of a crime, by which the pleaſures not only of 
poſſeſſion but hope were precluded ; her attach- 
ment to life was broken, by the very means which 
ſhe had taken to preſerve it; and as an atone- 
ment for the forfeit of her virginity, ſhe deter- 
mined to ſubmit to that law of marriage, from 
which as a princeſs only ſhe was exempted, and 
to throw herſelf on the pile by which the body 
of her huſband was to be conſumed. To this 
her father conſented : their aſhes were ſcattered 
to the winds, and their names were forbidden to 
be repeated. | 
Ir by theſe events it is evident, that VAMopIx 
diſcerned no law which would have juſtified the 
preſervation of his daughter ; and if it is abſurd 
to ſuppoſe his integrity to be vicious, becauſe 
he had leſs power and opportunity to obtain 
knowledge than PLATO; it will follow, that, 
by whatever rule the oblation of human ſacrifice 
may be condemned, the conduct of YAMoDIN 
which would have produced ſuch ſacrifice was 
morally right, and that of the prince which pre- 
vented it was morally wrong ; that the conſent 
of TAMIRA to the marriage was vicious, and 
| that 
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that her ſuicide was heroic virtue, though in her 
marriage ſhe concurred with a general law of 
nature, and by her death oppoſed it: for moral 
right and wrong are terms that are wholly relative 
to the agent by whom the action is performed, 
and not to the action itſelf conſidered abſtractedly, 
for abſtractedly it can be right or wrong only in 
a natural ſenſe, It appears, therefore, that Rx- 
VELATION is neceſſary to the eſtabliſhment even 
ol natural religion, and that it is more rational to 
ſuppoſe it has been vouchſafed in park, than not - 
at all. - 
Ir may, perhaps, be aſked, of what uſe ths 
is conſcience as a guide of life, ſince in theſe in- 


_ ſtances it appears not to coincide with the Di- 


vivt Law, but to oppoſe it, to condemn that 
which is enjoined and approve that which is 
forbidden: but to this queſtion the anſwer is eaſy. 
THe end which conſcience approves is always 
good, though ſhe fometimes miſtakes the 
means: the end which YAMODIN propoſed, 
was deliverance from a-peſtilence ; but he did 
not nor could know, that this end was notto be 
obtained by human ſacrifice: and the end which 
conſcience condemns, is always ill; for the end 
propoſed by the prince, was private gain by pub- 
lic loſs, By conſcience, then, all men are re- 
ſtrained from intentional ill, and directed in their 
choice of the end though not of the means: it 
infallibly 
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infallibly directs us to avoid guilt, but is not in- 
tended to ſecure us from error; it is not, there- 


fore, either uſeleſs as a law to ourſelves, nor 


yet ſufficient to regulate our conduct with reſpect 
to others; it may ſting with remorſe, but it can- 
not chear us with hope. It is by REvELATION 
alone, that virtue and happineſs are connected: 
by REVELATION, © we are led into all truth ;” 
conſcience is directed to effect its purpoſe, and 
repentance is encouraged by the hope of pardon. 
If this ſun is riſen upon our hemiſphere, let us 
not conſider it only as the object of ſpeculation 
and inquiry; let us rejoice in its influence, and 
walk by its light; regarding rather with contempt 
than indignation, thoſe who are only ſollicitous 
to diſcover, why its radience is not farther dif- 


fuſed; and wilfully ſhut their eyes againſt it, be- N 


cauſe they ſee others ſtumble to whom it has 
been denied. 

I is not neceſſary to inquire; what would be 
determined at the GREAT TRIBUNAL, concern- 
ing a heathen who had in every inſtance obeyed 
the dictates of conſcience, however erroneous ; 
becauſe it will readily be granted, that no ſuch 
moral perfection was ever found among men: 


but it is eaſy to aſcertain the fate of thoſe, who 
« love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their 


&« deeds are evil ; who violate the law that has 


| deen written upon the heart, and reject that 
which 


— 


| 
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| which has been offered them from ABovE ; 
who though their ſins are as ſcarlet, cavil at the 
terms on which they might be white as ſnow ; 
and though their iniquities have been multiplied ' 
without number, revile the hand that would 
blot them from the RecisTER of HEAVEN. 


Fo rol 
NUMB. 92. Sn September 22, 1755 | 


Cum tabalis animum confer ſumet rn 
ä HoR. 


Bold be the critic, zealous to his truſt, 
Like the firm judge inexorably juſt. 


To the ADVENTURER.. : 
8 1 


N the papers of iel which you have 
given to the public, I have remarked a ſpirit 
of candour and love of truth, equally remote 
from bigotry and captiouſneſs; a juſt diſtribution 
of praiſe amongſt the antients and the moderns; 
a ſober deference to reputation long eſtabliſhed, 
without a blind adoration of antiquity; and a 
willingneſs to favour later performances, without 
a light or puerile fondneſs for novelty. 
I SHALI, therefore, venture to lay before 
you, ſuch obſervations as have riſen to my mind 


3 1 in 
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in the conſideration of VIRGII's paſtorals, 


without any enquiry how far my ſentiments de- 


viate from eſtabliſhed rules or common opinions. 

Iz we ſurvey the ten paſtorals in a general 
view, it will be found that VIX IL can derive 
from them very little claim to the praiſe of an 
inventor. To ſearch into the antiquity of this 
kind of poetry, is not my preſent purpoſe: that 
it has long ſubſiſted in the eaſt, the SacRED 
WxITIN Os ſufficiently inform us; and we may 
conjecture, with great probability, that it was 


ſometimes the devotion, and ſomettmes the en- 


tertainment of the firſt generations of mankind, 
T HEOCRITUS united elegance with ſimplicity ; - 
and taught his ſhepherds to ſing with ſo much 


- eaſe and harmony, that his countrymen, de- 


ſpairing to excel, forbore to imitate him; and 
the Greeks, however vain or ambitious, left him 


in quiet poſſeſſion of the garlands which the 
 wood-nymphs had beſtowed upon him. 


VIRCII, however, taking advantage of another 
language, ventured to copy or to rival the S1- 
CILIAN BARD : he has written with greater ſplen- 
dour of diction, and elevation of ſentiment : but 
as the magnificence of his performances was 
more, the ſimplicity was leſs; and, perhaps, 
where he excels TyEoOckITUs, he ſometimes 
obtains his ſuperiority by deviating from the paſ- 
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toral character, and performing what TnRO- 
CRITUS never attempted. LE; 
VET, though I would willingly : pay to Tu- f 
oCRITUS the honour which is always due to an | 
original author, I am-far from intending to de- 
preciate VIRGIL ; of whom Horace juſtly de- 
clares, that the rural muſes have appropriated to - 
him their elegance and ſweetneſs, and who, as he 
copied THEOCRITVUS in his deſign, has reſembled 
him likewiſe in his ſucceſs; for, if we except 


CALPHURNIUS, an obſcure author of the lower 


ages, I know not that a ſingle paſtoral was 
written after him by any poet, till 112 revival 
of literature. 8 
Bor though his general merit has been uni- 
verſally acknowledged, I am far from thinking 
all the productions of his rural THATLTA equally 
excellent: there is, indeed, in all his paſtorals a 
ſtrain of verſification which it is vain to ſeek in 
any other poet ; but if we except the firſt and 
the tenth, they ſeem liable either RON or in 
part to conſiderable objections. 
Tux ſecond, though we ſhould forget the 
great charge againſt it, which I am afraid can 
never be refuted, might, I think, have periſhed, . 
without any diminution of the praiſe of its 
author; for I know not that it contains one af- 
fecting ſentiment or pleaſing deſcription, or one 
n e een 


ww. 
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paſſage that ſtrikes the imagination 'or awakens 
the paſſions. | 

TRE third contains a conteſt between two 
Gethends, begun with a quarrel of which ſome 
particulars might well be ſpared, carried on 
with ſprightlineſs and elegance, and terminated 

at laſt in a reconciliation : but, ſurely, whether 
the invectives with which they attack each other 
be true or falſe, they are too much degraded 
from the dignity of paſtoral innocence ; and in- 
ſtead of rejoicing that they are both victorious, 
I ſhould not have grieved could ny have been 
both defeated. 

THe poem to PoLL10 is, indo, of another 
kind: it is filled with images at once ſplendid 
and pleaſing, and is elevated with grandeur of 
language worthy of the firſt of Raman poets ; but 
I am not able to reconcile myſelf to the diſpro- 
portion, between the performance and the oc- 
caſion that produced it: that the golden age 
ſhould return becauſe Pollio had a ſon, appears 
fo wild a fiction, that I am ready to ſuſpect the 
poet of having written, for ſome other purpoſe, 
what he took this opportunity of producing to 
the public, 

Tu fifth contains a ten of Daphnis, 
which has ſtood to all ſucceeding ages as the 
model of paſtoral elegies. To deny praiſe to a 
performance which ſo many thouſands have la- 

boured 
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boured to imitate, would be to judge with too 

little deference for the opinion of mankind: yet 
whoever ſhall read it with impartiality, will find 


that moſt of the images are of the mythological 
kind, and, therefore, eaſily invented; and that 


there are few fentiments of rational praiſe or na- 


tural lamentation. 

| In the Silenus he again riſes to the dignity of 
philoſophic ſentiment and heroic poetry. The 
addreſs to Varus is eminently beautiful: but fince 
the compliment paid to GALLvs fixes the tranſ- 
action to his own time, the fiction of Silenus 
ſeems injudicious; nor has any ſufficient reaſon 
yet been found, to juſtify his choice of thoſe 
fables that make the ſubject of the ſong. 

Tux ſeventh exhibits another conteſt of the 
tuneful ſhepherds : and, ſurely, it is not without 
ſome reproach to his inventive power, that of 
ten paſtorals VIRGIL has written two upon the 
ſame plan. One of the ſhepherds now gains an 
acknowledged victory, but without any apparent 
ſuperiority ; and the reader, when he ſees the 
prize. adjudged, is not able. to diſcover how it 
was deſerved. _ 
Or the eighth paſtoral, fo little i is properly the 
work of VIRGIL, that he has no claim to other 
praiſe or blame than that of a tranſlator. _ 

OF the ninth, it is ſcarce poſſible to diſcover 
the deſign or tendency : it is faid, I know not 

| ; W 


- 
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upon what authority, to have been compoſed 
from fragments of other poems; and except a 
few lines in which the author touches upon his 
own-misfortunes, there is nothing that ſeems ap- 


propriated to any time or place, or of which any 


other uſe Can n be diſcovered than to fill up the 


poem. 


Tx firſt and the tenth 3 whatever 


be determined of the reſt, are ſufficient to place 


their author above the reach of rivalry. The : 
complaint of Gallus diſappointed in his love, is 
full of ſuch ſentiments as diſappointed love na- 


turally produces; ; his wiſhes are wild, his re- 
ſentment is tender, and his purpoſes are incon- 


ſtant. In the genuine language of deſpair, he 
ſooths himſelf a-while with the pity that ſhall 
be paid him after his death ; 


FJamen cantabitis, Arcades, inquit, 
MMaontibus hee veſtris © folt cantare periti 
Arcades. O mihi tum quam molliter ofſa quieſeant, 


2: Veftra mers olim ſi fiſtula dicat amores . 


Vet, O Arcadian ſwains, 
Fe beſt artificers of ſoothing ſtrains ! 
| Tune your ſoft reeds, and teach your rocks 
my woes, 
' 'So ſhall my ſhade in ſweeter reſt repoſe, 
O that your birth and buſineſs had been mine; 


8 To feed the HOOKS and prune the ſpreading 


me WVußR TON. 
c - Dis- 
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- DrscoNTENTED with his preſent condition, 
and defirous to be any thing but what he is, he 
wiſhes himſelf one of the ſhepherds. He then 
catches the idea of rural tranquillity ; but ſoon 
diſcovers how much happier he ſhould be in 
theſe happy regions, with Lycoris at his fide : 


Hic gelidi fontes, hic mollia prata, Lycori: 
Hic nemus; hic ipſo tecum conſumerer avo. 
Nunc inſanus amor duri me Martis in armis; 
Tela inter media, atque adverſos detinet heſtes. 
Tu procul a patria (nec fit mihi credere) tantum 
Alpinas, ah dura, nives, & frigore Rheni 
Me ſine ſola vides. Ab te ne frigora lædant! 
Ab tibi ne teneras glactes fecet aſpera plantas ! 


Here cooling fountains roll thro? flow'ry 

meads, 

Here woods, Lycoris, lift their verdant heads ; ; 

Here could I wear my careleſs life away, 

And in thy arms inſenſibly decay. 

Inſtead of that, me frantic love detains, 

Mid foes, and dreadful darts,” and bloody 
plains : 

While you, and can my Su the ah believe = 

Far from your country, lonely wand'ring 
leave © 

* me your lover, barbarous fugitive! 


* 
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Seek the rough Alps, where ſows eternal | 
ſhine, | 


And joyleſs borders of the frozen Rhine. 


Ah! may no cold &er blaſt my deareſt wt 
Nor pointed ice thy tender feet invade! .. 
| _. . WaRTon, 


He then turns his thoughts on every fide, in 
queſt of ſomething that may ſolace or amuſe | 
him: he propoſes happineſs to himſelf, firſt in 
one ſcheme and then in another; and at laſt finds 


that nothing will Latif: 


Jam neque Hamadryades abi nec carmina nobis 
Ipſa placent : ipſæ rurſum concedite Hluæ. 
Non illum noſtri poſſunt mutare labore; 
Mec ſi frigoribus mediis Hebrumgue bibamus, 
Sithoniaſque nives hyemis ſubeamus aquoſe : 
Nec fr, cum moriens alta liber aret in ulmo, 
Athiopum verſemus oves ſub ſidere Cancri. 


Omnia vincit amor; et nos cedamus amori. 


But now again no more the woodland maids, 
Nor paſtoral ſongs delight — Farewell, ye 
ſhades | 

No toils of ours the cruel] god can change, 

Tho! loft in frozen deſarts we ſhould range; 

Tho' we ſhould drink where e Hebrus 


flows, 
; Endure bleak winter's blaſts and Thracien 
ſnows ; . 


Or 
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Or on hot India's plains our flocks ſhould feed, 

Where the parch'd elm declines his ſickening. 

head; 

Beneath fierce-glowing Cancer's fiery beams, 
Far from cool breezes and refreſhing ſtreams. 
Love over all mantains reſiſtleſs ſway ; 

And let us love's all-conquering power obey. 

| WaRToN, 


Bur notwithſtanding the excellence of the 
tenth paſtoral, I cannot forbear to give'the pre- 
ference to the firſt, which is equally natural and 
more diveritted. The complaint of the ſhepherd, 
who ſaw his old companion at eaſe in the ſhade, 
while himſelf. was driving his little flock he 
knew not whither, is ſuch as, with variation of 
_ circumſtances, g's always utters at the fight 
of proſperity : 


Nos patriæ fines, & dulcia linquimus a arva 3 
Nos patriam fugimus : tu, Tityre, lentus in umbra, 
Formoſam reſonare doces Amaryllida ſphvas. 


We leave our country's bounds, our much 
lov'd plains; | 
We from our country fly, unhappy ſwains ! 
You, Tit'rus, in the groves at leiſure laid, 
Teach Amaryllis' name to every ſhade. 
Pe 


His 
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His account of the difficulties of his journey 
gives a vey tender image of paſtoral diſtreſs: 


— wy ipſe capellas 

Protenus æger ago: hanc etiam vix, Tityre, duco: 
Flic inter denſas corylos modo namque gemellos, 
Spem gregis, ah! filice in nuda conntxa reliquit, 


And lo! fad partner of the general care, 
WMeary and faint I drive my goats afar! 

While ſcarcely this my leading hand ſuſtains, 

Tird with the way, and recent from her pains; 

For mid” yon tangled hazels as we paſt, 

On the bare flints her hapleſs twins ſhe caſt, 

The hopes and FR of my ruin'd fold 

11 5 WaRrox. 


TRE deſcription of VirGiIL's happineſs in his 
little farm, combines almoſt all the images of 
rural pleaſure : and he, therefore, that can read 
it with indifference, has no ſenſe of paſtoral 


poetry : 


Pertwiate ſenex, ergo tua rura manebunt, 

Et tibi magna ſatis; quamvis lapis omnia nudus, 
Limoſoque palus obducat paſcua junco. 

Non inſueta graves tentabunt pabula feetas, | 
Nec mala vicint pecoris contagia lædent. 
Fortunate ſenex, hic inter flumina nota, 


- : „ 
: V 
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Et fontes ſacros, frigus captabis pacum. 
Hlinc tibi, que ſemper vicino ab limite ſapes, 
Hyblais apibus florem depaſta ſalicti, 

- Spe levi ſomnum ſuadebit inire ſuſurro. 

Hinc alta ſub rupe canet frondator ad auras, ; 
Nec tamen interea raucæ, tua cura, palumbes, 
Nec gemere a#ria ceſſabit turtur ab ulmo. 


Happy old man ! then till thy farms reſtor'd, 

Enough for thee, ſhall bleſs thy frugal board. 

What tho' rough ſtones the naked ſoil o'er- 
ſpread, 

Or marſhy bulruſh rear its wat'ry head, 

No foreign food thy teeming ewes ſhall fear, 

No touch contagious ſpread it's influence here. 

Happy old man! en mid th'accuſtom'd 
ſtreams | 

And facred ſprings, you'll ſhun the ee 

beams; X 

While from yon willow-fence, thy paſture” 8 
bound, 

The bees that ſuck their flowery ſtores around, 

Shall ſweetly mingle, with the whiſpering 
boughs, 

Their lulling murmurs, and invite repoſe: 

While from ſteep rocks the Rey ſong is 
heard; | 

Nor the ſoft-cooing dove, thy fav* rite bind; 


VOEL.HEL: Ko, Mean 
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Mean while ſhall ceaſe to breathe her melting 


1 : 
wor turtles from th/aerial elm to plain, 
WARTOx. 


* 


Ir may be obſerved, that theſe two poems 
were produced by events that really happened; 
and may, therefore, be of uſe to prove, that we 


can always feel more than we can imagine, and 
that the moſt artful fiction muſt give way to 


truth, 
I am, SER 
1 - Your humble ſervant, 


DUBIUS. 


N UMB, 
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Nuns. 93. TuzspaY, September 25, 1753. 

J. rritat, mulcet, falſis terroribus implet 

I Macus; & modo me Thebis, modo ponit 
Athenis. . 


'Tis he who gives my breaſt a thouſand pains, 
Can make me feel each paſſion that he feigns ; 
Enrage, compoſe, with more than magic art : 
With pity, and with terror, tear my heart; 
And ſnatch me, o'er the earth, or thro? the air, 
To Thebes, to n, when he will, and 
where. n PoE. 


RI T E Rs of a mixed character, that 
a bound in tranſcendent beauties and in 
groſs imperfections, are the moſt proper and moſt 
pregnant ſubjects for criticiſm. The regularity 
and correctneſs of a VIRGIL or HoRAcE, almoſt 
confine their "commentators to perpetual pane= 
eyric, and afford them few opportunities of di- 
verſifying their remarks by the detection of latent 
blemiſhes. For this reaſon, I am inclined to 
think, that a few obſervations on the writings of 
SHAKESPEARE, Will not be decmed uſeleſs or 
unentertaining, becauſe he exhibits more nume- 
rous examples of excellencies and faults, of every 
kind, than are, perhaps, to be diſcovered in 
any other author. I ſhall, therefore, from time 
| K 2 ; = 


* 


; 
= 
1 
| 
1 
q 
. 
| 
* 
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to time, examine his merit as a poet, without 


blind admiration, or wanton invective. 
As SHAKESPEARE is ſometimes blameable for 


the conduct of his fables, which have no unity; 
and ſometimes for his diction, which is obſcure 


and turgid; ſo his characteriſtical excellencies 
may poſſibly be reduced to theſe three general 


heads: © his lively creative imagination; his 


&« ſtrokes of nature and paſſion; and his pre- 


ec ſervation of the conſiſtency of his characters.“ 


Theſe excellencies, particularly the laſt, are of 
To much importance in the drama, that they 
amply compenſate for his tranſgreſſions againſt 
the rules of TIME and PLACE, which being of 


a more mechanical nature, are often ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved by a genius of the loweſt order; but to 


portraye characters naturally, and to preſerve | 

them uniformly, requires ſuch an intimate know- 
ledge of the heart of man, and is fo rare a por- 
tion of felicity, as to have been enjoyed, perhaps, 


only by two writers, HOMER and SHAKESPEARE, 


Or all the plays of SHAKESPEARE, the 
TEMPEST is the moſt ſtriking inſtance of his 


creative power. He has there given the reins to 
his boundleſs imagination, and has carried the 
romantic, the wonderful, and the wild, to the 
moſt pleaſing extravagance. The ſcene is a deſo- 
late iſland; and the characters the moſt new 


and ſingular chat can well be conceived; a 
a prince . 
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prince who practiſes magic, an attendant ſpirit, 
a monſter the ſon of a witch, and a young lady 
who had been brought to this ſolitude in her in- 
fancy, and had never beheld a man except her 
father. „ 
As I have affirmed that SHAKESPEARE 8 chief 
excellence i is the conſiſtency of his characters, I 
will exemplify the truth of this remark, by point- 
ing out ſome maſter-ſtrokes of this nature in the 
ae before us. b, 
THE poet artfully acquaints us that PROSPERO 
is a magician, by the very firſt words which his 
daughter MIRANDA. ſpeaks to him: 


If by your art, my deareſt father; you an | 
Put the wild waters in this roar, allay them: 


which intimate that the tempeſt deſcribed in the 
preceding ſcene, was the effect of PRosPER0's 
power. The manner in which he was driven 
from his dukedom of Milan, and landed after- 
wards on this ſolitary iſland, accompanied only 
by his daughter, is immediately introduced in a 
ſhort. and natural narration. _ 

THE offices of his attendant Spirit, ARIEL, 
are enumerated with amazing wildneſs of fancy, 
and yet with equal Prognety; > his eien 
is ſaid to be, 


MW 


K3 | —To 
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9 


To tread the ooze 


Of the ſalt deep; 

Torun upon the ſharp mind of the north; 

To do buſineſs in the veins o'th' earth, 
When it is bak'd with froſt; 

—— to dive into the fire; to ride 

On the curl'd clouds. 


In deſcribing . the place in which he has con- 
cealed the Neapolitan ſhip, ARIEL expreſſes 
the ſecrecy of its ſituation by the following cir- 
cumſtance, which artfully glances at another of 
his ſer vices; ; | 


| An the deep nook, where once 
Thou calld'ſt me up at midnight, to ICH: dew 
From the ſtill· vext Bermudas. | 


8 being one of thoſe elves or ſpirits, 
4 whoſe paſtime is to make midnight muſh- 
„ rooms, and who rejoice to liſten to the ſolemn 
<« curfew ;” by whoſe aſſiſtance PRosPERO has 


2 bedimm'd the ſun at noon- tide, a 


And 'twixt che green ſea and the azur'd Has, 
Set roaring war; | 


has a ſet of ets and images peculiar to his ſta- 
tion and office; a beauty of the ſame kind with 


that which is ſo juſtly admires 1 in the ADam of 
MiLrox, 
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MiLrox, whoſe manners and ſentiments are all 
Paradiſaical. How delightfully and how ſuitably 
to his character, are the habitations and paſtimes 
of this inviſible being, pointed out in the follow- _ 
ing exquiſite ſong ! | 


Where the bee ſucks, there fuck 3 
In a couſlip's bell Ilie; 
There I couch when owls do cr y. 
On the bat's back I do fly, | 
After ſun-ſet, merrily. _ 
Merrily merrily ſhall I live now, 
Under the bloſſom that hangs on the bough. | 


Mr. Pork, whoſe imagination has been 


thought by ſome the leaſt of his excellencies, has, 


doubtleſs, conceived and carried on the machi- 
nery in his “ Rape of the Lock,” with vaſt 
exuberance of fancy. The images, cuſtoms, 
and employments of his SYLPHs, are exactly 
adapted to their natures, are peculiar and ap- 
pPropriated, are all, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion, SYLPHISH, The enumeration of the 
puniſhments they were to undergo if they neg- 
lected their charge, would on account of its 
poetry and propriety, and eſpecially the mixture 
of oblique ſatire, be ſuperior to any circum- 
ſtances in SHAKESPEARE's Ariel, if we could 
ſuppoſe Pope to have been unacquainted, with 
K 4 — 
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the Teurzsr, when he wrote this part of his 
aceompliſhed poem. 


She did confine thee 
Into a cloven pine; within which rift 
Impriſon'd, thou d idſt painfully remain 
A dozen years: within which ſpace ſhe dy'd, 
And left thee there; where thou didſt vent 
. thy groans, | | 

As faſt as mill-wheels Arike. | 


Ir thou more murmur'ſt, I will rendan oak, 
And peg thee in his knotty entrails, till 
Thou'ſt howl'd away twelve winters. 


For this, beſure, to-night thou ſhalt have 
| _ cramps, 
| Side-ſtitches that ſhall pen thy breath up: 
: *- - urchins 
Shall, for that vaſt of night that they may wotk, 
All exerciſe on thee ; thou ſhalt be pinch'd 
As thick as honey-combs, each pinch more 
E | 1 5 
Than bees that made em. 


Ir thou neglect'ſt or doſt unwillingly 
What I command, II rack thee with old 
„ 
Fill all thy bones with aches; make thee roar, 
That beaſts ſhall tremble at thy din. 
SHAKE SPEARE, 


WHAT#- 
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WHATEVER ſpirit, careleſs of his charge, | 
Forſakes his poſt or leaves the Fair at large, 
Shall feel ſharp vengeance ſoono'ertake his fins, 
Be ſtopp'd in vials, or transfix'd with pins; 
Or plung'd in lakes of bitter waſhes lie, 
Or wedg'd whole ages in a bodkin's eye: ' 
Gums and pomatums ſhall his flight reſtrain, 
While clog'd he beats his ſilken wings in vain 
Or alom ſtypties with contracting pow'r, 
Shrink his thin eſſence like a rivell'd flow'r: - 
Or as Ixion i d, the wretch ſhall feel 
The giddy motion of the whirling wheel; 
In fumes of burning chocolate ſhall glow, 
And tremble at the fea that froths below 
POPE. 


Tux method which is taken to induce FeR- 
'DINAND to believe that his father was drowned 
in the late tempeſt, is exceedingly ſolemn and 
ſtriking. He is ſitting upon a ſolitary rock, and 
weeping over againſt the place where he ima- 
gined his. father was wrecked, when he ſuddenly 
hears with aſtoniſhment aerial muſic creep by 
him upon the waters, and the SPIRIT gives him 
the following information in words not. proper 
ſor any but a SPLRIT to utter : 


Full Rabe five thy father lies: | 
Of his bones are coral made: 
Kg > Tho 
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Thoſe are pearls that were his eyes: 
Nothing of him that doth fade, 


But doth ſuffer a ſea-change, 
Into ſomething rich and ſtrange. 


And then follows a moſt lively circumſtance ; 


| Sea-nymphs hourly ring his knell. 
Hark! | now I hear them Ding dong- bell! 


# 


T his is ſo truly dernen that one can ſcarce for- 
bear exclaiming with F ERDINAND, 


This 3 is no mortal buſineſs," nor no ſound 
That the earth owns 


| The happy verſatility of SHAKESPEARE's genius 
enables him to excell in lyric as well : as in dra- 
matic poely. 
Bor the poet riſes ſtill higher in his manage- 
ment of this character of ARIEL, by making a 
moral uſe of it, that is, I think, incomparable, 
and the greateſt effort of his art. ARIEL informs 
PRoSPERO, that he has fulfilled his orders, and 
puniſhed his brother and companions ſo ſeverely, 
that if he hiniſelf was now to behold their ſuf- 
ferings he would greatly compaltionate them. To 


which PROSPERO aniwers, 


—Def thou think fo, Spirit 5 


ARIEL, Mine would, Sir, were I human. 
PRos- 
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PROSPERO. And mine ſhall. 


He then takes occaſion, with wonderful dex- 

terity and humanity, to draw an argument from 
the incorporeality of ARIEL, for the juſtice and 
neceſſity of pity and 9 oy 


Haſt thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling 
Of their afflictions; and ſhall not myſelf, 
One of their kind, that reliſh all as ſharply, 

Paſſion'd as they, be kindlier mov'd thay thou 

art” 

Taz poet is a more powerful magician than 
his own PROSPERO: we are tranſported into fairy 
land; we are wrapt in a delicious dream, from 
which it is miſery to be diſturbed ; all around i is 


arenen 1 


The iſle is full of noiſes, 
Sm” and ſwect airs, that give delight had 


hurt not. 
Sometimes a Strat twanging inſtruments. 
Will hum about mine ears, and ſometimes 
voices; 
That, if I then had wak'd after long ſleep, 
Will make me ſleep again: and then in 
dreaming, 6 
The clouds, methought, would open and thew 
riches 5 | ug 


f 


Ready 
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Ready to drop upon me: when I wak'd, 
Icry'd to dream again ! 
Z EE | 
=ew! ry N 8 MAY n pay 2 Wee 


Nos, 94. SATURDAY, September 29, 1753, 


Mom/tro quod ipſe 85 poſſis dare. . Joy, 
What I ſhew, _ | 
Thyſelf may pln ta on N beſtow 
DRrpx. 


To the ADVENTURER. 
8 1 R, 


O U have Gino diſcouraged the hope 
of idleneſs bysſhewing, that whoever com- 
pares the number of thoſe who have poſſeſſed 
fortuitous advantages, and of thoſe who have 
been diſappointed in their expectations, will have 
little reaſon to regiſter himſelf in che lucky ca- 
talogue. | 

Bur as we have ſeen thouſands ſubſcribe to a 
raffle, of which one only could obtain the prize; 
ſo idleneſs will ſtil} prefume to hope, if the ad- 


vantages, however improbable, are admitted to 


lie within the bounds of poſſibility. Let the 
drone, therefore, be told, that 'if by the error 
of fortune he obtains the ſtores of the bee, he 
1 cannot 
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cannot enjoy the felicity ; that the honey which 
is not gathered by induſtry, will be eaten with- 
out reliſh, if it is not waſted in riot; and that 
all who become poſleſſed of the immediate object 
of their hope without any efforts of their- own, 
will be diſappointed of enjoyment. _ 

No life can be happy, but that which is ſpent 
in the proſecution of ſome purpoſe to which our 
powers are equal, and which we, therefore, 
proſecute with ſucceſs: for this reaſon it is ab- 
ſurd to dread bulineſs, upon pretence that it will 
leave few intervals to pleaſure. Buſineſs is that 

by which induſtry perſues its purpoſe, and the 
paurpoſe of induſtry is ſeldom diſappointed : he, 
who endeavours to arrive at a certain point, 
which he perceives himſelf perpetually to ap- 
proach, enjoys all the happineſs which nature 
has allotted to thoſe hours, that are not ſpent in 
the immediate gratification of appetites by which 
our own wants are indicated, or of affections by 
which we are prompted to ſupply the wants of 
others. 'The end propoſed by the buſy, is various. 
as their temper, conſtitution, habits, and cir- 
cumſtances: but in the labour itſelf is the enjoy- 
ment, whether it be perſued to ſupply the ne- 
ceſſaries or the conveniences of life, whether to 
cultivate a farm or decorate a palace; for when 
the palace is decorated, and the barn filled, the 
pleaſure is at an end, till the object of deſire is 


again | 


| 
| 


. contingency, over which he has no influence; 
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again placed at a diſtance, and our powers are 
again employed to obtain it with apparent ſucceſs. 
Nor is the value of life leſs, than if our enjoy- 


ment did not thus conſiſt in anticipation ; for by 


anticipation, the pleaſure which would other- 
wiſe be contracted within an hour, is diffuſed 
through a week; and if the dread which exag- 
gerates future evil, is confeſſed to be an increaſe 


of miſery, the hope which magnifies future good 


cannot be denied to be an acceſſion of happineſs. 
Tk moſt numerous claſs of thoſe who pre- 
ſume to hope for miraculous advantages, is, that 
of gameſters. But by gameſters, I do not mean 
the gentlemen who ſtake an eſtate, againſt the 
cunning of thoſe who have none; for I leave the 


cure of lunatics to the profeſſors of phyſic: I 
mean the diſſolute and indigent, who in the com- 


mon phraſe put themſelves in fortune's way, and 
expect from her bounty that which they eagerly 


deſire, and yet believe to be too dearly purchaſed 


by diligence and induſtry; tradeſmen who neglect. 


their buſineſs, to ſquander in faſhionable follies 


more than it can produce; and ſwaggerers who 
rank themſelves with gentlemen, merely becauſe 


they have no buſineſs to perſue. 
THe gameſter of this claſs will appear to be 


equally wretched, whether his hope be fulfilled 


or diſappointed; the object of it depends upon a 


_ 
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he perſues no purpoſe with gradual and percep- 
tible ſucceſs, and, therefore, cannot enjoy the 
pleaſure which ariſes from the anticipation of its 
accompliſhment ; his mind is perpetually on the 
rack; he is anxious in proportion to the eagerneſs 
of his deſire, and his inability to effect it; to 
the pangs of ſuſpenſe, ſucceed thoſe of diſap- 
pointment; and a momentary gain only embitters 
the loſs that follows. Such is the life of him, 
who ſhuns buſineſs becauſe he would ſecure lei- 
| ſure for enjoyment ; except it happens, againſt 
the odds of a million to one, that a run of ſuc- 
ceſs puts him into the poſſeſſion of a ſum ſufficient _ 
to ſubſiſt him in idleneſs the remainder of his. 
life: and in this caſe, the idleneſs which made 
him wretched while he waited for the bounty of- 
fortune, will, neceſfarily keep him wretched after 
it is beſtowed; he will find, that in the grati- 
fication of his appetites he can fill but a ſmall. 
portion of his time, and that theſe appetites 
themſelves are weakened by every attempt to in- 
creaſe the enjoyment which they were intended 
to ſupply; he will, therefore, either doze away 
life in a kind of liſtleſs indolence which he de- 
ſpairs to exalt into felicity, or he will i imagine 
that the good he wants is to be obtained by an 
increaſe of his wealth, by a larger houſe, a more 
ſplendid equipage, and a more numerous re- 
tinue. If with this notion he has again recourſe 
| to 
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to the altar of fortune, he will either be un- 
deceived by a new ſeries: of ſucceſs, or he will 
be reduced to his original indigence by the 
loſs of that which he knew not how to enjoy : 
if this happens, of which there is the higheſt de- 
gree of probability, he will inſtantly become 
more wretched in proportion as he was rich; 
though, while he was rich, he was not more 


happy i in proportion as he had been poor. What⸗-⸗ 


ever is won, is reduced by experiment to its in- 
trinſic value; whatever is loſt, is heightened by 
imagination to more. Wealth is no ſooner diſ- 
ſipated, than its inanity is forgotten, and it is 


15 regretted as the means of happineſs which it was 


not found to afford. The gameſter, therefore, 
of whatever claſs, plays againſt manifeſt odds; 
ſince that which he wins he diſcovers to be braſs, 
and that which he loſes he values as gold. And 
it ſhould alſo be remarked, that in this eſtimate 
of his life, I have not ſuppoſed him to loſe a 
ſingle ſtake which he had not firſt won. 
Bur though gaming in general is wiſely pro- 
hibited by the legiſlature, as productive not only 
of private but of public evil; yet there is one 
ſpecies to which all are PH oO invited, which 
equally encourages the hope of idleneſs, and re- 
laxes the vigor of induſtry, 
 Nep Fro'rn, who had been ſeveral years but- 
ler in a family of diſtinction, having ſaved about 
— four 
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four hundred pounds, took a little houſe in the 
ſuburbs, and laid in a ſtock of liquors for which 
he paid ready money, and which were, therefore, 
the beſt of the kind. NED perceived his trade 
increaſe; he perſued it with freſh alacrity, he 
exulted in his ſucceſs, and the joy of his heart 
ſparkled in his countenance: but it happened 
that No, in the midſt of his happineſs and proſ- 
perity, was prevailed upon to buy a lottery ticket. 
The moment his hope was fixed upon an object 
which induſtry could not obtain, he determined 
to be induſtrious no longer: to draw drink for a 
dirty and boiſterous rabble, was a ſlavery to 
which he now Tubmitted with reluctance, and 
he longed for the moment in which he ſhould be 
free: inſtead of telling his ſtory, and cracking 
his joke for the entertainment of his cuſtomers, 
he received them with indifference, was obſerved 
to be ſilent and ſullen, and amuſed himſelf by 
going three or four times a day to ſearch the re- 
giſter of fortune for the ſucceſs of his ticket. 
I this diſpoſition NED was fitting one mor- 
ning in the corner of a bench by his fire-ſide, 
wholly abſtracted in the contemplation of his fu- 
ture fortune; indulging this moment the hope of 
a mere poſſibility, and the next ſhuddering with 
the dread of loſing the felicity which his fancy 
had combined with the poſſeſſion of ten thouſand 
pounds. A man well dreſſed entered haſtily, 
„„ | and 


— 
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and enquired for him of his gueſts, who many 
times called him aloud by his name, and curſt 


him for his deafneſs and ſtupidity, before Nep 
{ſtarted up as from a dream, and aſked with a 


fretful impatience what they wanted. An af- 
fected confidence of being well received, and an 
air of forced jocularity in the ſtranger, gave 


Nep ſome offence ; but the next moment he 
catched him in his arms in a tranſport of joy, 
upon: receiving his congratulation as proprietor 
of the fortunate ticket, which had that morn- 
ing been drawn a prize of the firſt claſs. 

Ir was not, however, long, before NED dif- 


covered that ten thouſand pounds did not bring 
the felicity which he expected; a diſcovery, 


which generally produces the diſſipation of ſud- 


den affluence by prodigality. NeD drank, and 
whored, and hired fidlers, and bought fine 


Cloaths ; he bred riots: at Vauxhall, treated flat- 


terers, and damned plays. But ſomething was 
ſtill wanting; and he reſolved to ſtrike a bold 


ſtroke, and attempt to double the remainder of 
his prize at play, that he might live in a palace 
and keep an equipage: but in the execution of 


this project, he loſt the whole produce of his 

lottery ticket, except five hundred pounds in 
Bank notes, which when he would have ſtaked 
he could not find. This ſum was more than 


that which had . Am in the trade ge 
had 


1 


* 
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had left; and yet, with the power of returning 
to a ſtation that was once the utmoſt of his ambi- 
tion, and of renewing that perſuit which alone 
had made him happy, ſuch was the pungency 
of his regret, that in the deſpair of recovering 
the money which he knew had produced nothing 
but riot, diſeaſe, and vexation, he threw himſelf 
from the Bridge into the Thames. 


I am, SIR, 


3 


Vour humble Servant, 


CAUTUS. 


ö 
* 


bares ba ID 
Nunn, 95. Tursbar, . 2, 178 


„ animos novitate PE Ovid. 


And with ſweet novelty your ſoul detain. 


IJ is often charged upon writers, that with all 
their pretenſions to genius and diſcoveries, 
they do little more than copy one another; and 
that compoſitions obtruded upon the world with 
the pomp of novelty, contain only tedious repe- 
titions of common ſentiments, or at beſt exhibit 
a tranſpoſition of known images, and give a new 
| 9k appearance 


% 
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appearance to truth only by ſome Light difference 
of dreſs and decoration. 
THz allegation of reſemblance between au- | 
thors, is indiſputably true; but the charge of 
plagiariſm, which is raiſed upon it, is not to be 
allowed with equal readineſs. A coincidence of 
"ſentiment may eaſily happen without any com- 
munication, ſince there are many occaſions in 
which all reaſonable men will nearly think alike, 
Writers of all ages have had the ſame ſenti- 
ments, becauſe they have in all ages had the 
ſame objects of ſpeculation ; the intereſts and 
paſſions, the virtues and vices of mankind, have 
Been diverſified in different times, only by un- 
eſſential and caſual varieties; and we muſt, 
therefore, expect in the works of all thoſe who 
attempt to deſcribe them, ſuch a likeneſs as we 
find in the pictures of the ſame n, drawn 
in different periods of bis life. 

IT is neceſſary, therefore, that before an au- 
thor be charged with plagiariſm, one of the moſt 
reproachful, though, perhaps, not the moſt atro- 

cious of literary crimes, the ſubject on which he 
treats ſhould be carefully conſidered. We do 
not wonder, that hiſtorians, relating the ſame 
facts, agree in their narration; or that authors, 
delivering the elements of ſcience, advance the 
ſame theorems, and lay down the ſame defini- 


tions: yet it is not wholly without uſe to man- 
kind, 
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kind, that books are multiplied, and that diffe- 
rent authors lay out their labours on the ſame 
ſubject; for there will always be fome reaſon 
why one ſhould on particular occaſions, or to 
particular perſons, be preferable to another; 
ſome will be clear where others are obſcure, ſome 
will pleaſe by their ſtile and others by their me- 

thod, ſome by their embelliſhments and others 
by their ſimplicity, ſome ” cloſeneſs and others 
by diffuſion. 

THE ſame indulgence is * de ſhewn to the 
writers of morality : -right and wrong are immu- 
table; and thoſe, ese n who teach us to 
diſtinguiſh them, if they all teach us right, muſt 
agree with one another. The relations of ſocial 
life, and the duties reſulting from them, muſt 
be the ſame at all times and in all nations: ſome. 
petty differences may be, indeed, produced, by 
forms of government or arbitrary cuſtoms ;z but 
the general doctrine can receive no alteration. _ 

YET -it is not to be deſired, that morality 
ſhould be conſidered as interdicted to all future 
writers: men will always be tempted to deviate 
from their duty, and will, therefore, always 
want a monitor to recall them; and a new 
book often ſeizes the attention of the public, 
without any other claim than that it is new, 
There is likewiſe in compoſition, as in other 


things, a ating viciflitude of faſhion; and 
truth 
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truth is recommended at one time to regard, by 
appearances which at another would expoſe it 
to neglect; the author, therefore, who has 
judgement to diſcern the taſte of his contempo- 
raries, and ſkill to gratify it, will have always 
an opportunity to deſerve well of mankind, by 
conveying inſtruction to them in a grateful 
vehicle. | 

THERE are likewiſe many modes' of compo- 
ſition, by which a moraliſt may deſerve the name 
of an original writer: he may familiariſe his 
ſyſtem by dialogues after the manner of the an- 
cients, or ſubtilize it into a ſeries of ſyllogiſtic 
arguments; he may enforce his doctrine by ſeri- 
ouſneſs and ſolemnity, or enliven it by ſprightli- 
neſs and gayety ; he may deliver his ſentiments 
in naked precepts, or illuſtate them by hiſtorical 
examples ; he may detain the ſtudious by the 
artſul concatenation of a continued diſcourſe, or 
relieve the buſy by ſhort ſtrictures and uncon- 

nected eſſays. | 
To excel in any of theſe forms of writing, will 
require a particular cultivation of the genius; 
_ whoever can attain to excellence, will be cer- 
' tain to engage a ſet of readers, whom no other 
method would have equally allured ; and he that 
communicates truth with ſucceſs, muſt be num- 
bered among the firſt benefactors to mankind. 
NI = is i 
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Tk ſame obſervation may be extended like- 
wiſe to the paſſions : their influence is uniform, 
and their effects nearly the ſame in every human 
breaſt; a man loves and hates, deſires and avoids, 
exactly like his neighbour ; reſentment and am- 
bition, avarice and indolence, diſcover them- 
ſelves by the ſame ſymptoms, in minds diſtant a 
thouſand years from one another. 
| NoTHING, therefore, can be more unjuſt, than 
to charge an author with plagiariſm, merely be- 


cauſe he aſſigns to every cauſe its natural effecte; 


and makes his perſonages act, as others in like 
circumſtances have always done, There are 
conceptions in which all men will agree, though 
each derives them from his own obſervation : 
' whoever has been in love, will repreſent a lover 
impatient of every idea that interrupts his medi- 
tations on his miſtreſs, retiring to ſhades and ſo- 

litude that he may muſe without diſturbance on 
his approaching happineſs, or aſſociating himſelf .- 
with ſome friend that flatters his paſſion, and 
talking away the hours of abſence upon his dar- 
ling ſubject. Whoever has been ſo unhappy as 

to have felt the miſeries of long continued hatred, 


will, without any aſſiſtance from antient volumes, 


be able to relate how the paſſions are kept in 
perpetual agitation, by the recollection of injury 
and meditations of revenge; how the blood boils 
| at 
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at the name of the enemy, and life i is worn away 
in contrivances of miſchief. 

| Evexy other paſſion is alike KOs and li- 
mited, if it be conſidered only with regard to 
the breaſt which it inhabits : the anatomy of the 
mind, as that of the body, mult perpetually ex- 
hibit the ſame appearances; and though by the 
continued induſtry of ſucceſſive inquirers, new 
movements will be from time to time diſcovered, 
they can affect only the minuter parts, and are 
commonly of more curioſity than importance. 

IT will now be natural to inquire, by what 
arts are the writers of the preſent and future ages 
to attract the notice and favour of mankind. 
They are to obſerve the alterations which time 
is always making in the modes of life, that they 
may gratify every generation with a picture of 
themſelves. Thus love is uniform, but courtſhip - 
is perpetually varying : the different arts of gal- 
lantry, which beauty has inſpired, would of them- 
felves be ſufficient to fill a volume; ſometimes 
balls and ſerenades, ſometimes tournaments and 
adventures have been employed to melt the hearts 
of ladies, who in another century haye been ſen- 
ſible of ſcarce any other merit than that of riches, 
and liſtened only to jointures and pin: money. 
'Thus the ambitious man has at all times been 
eager of wealth and power; but theſe hopes 
have been gratified in ſome countries by ſuppli- 

. : cating 


cating the people, and in others by flattering the 
prince: honour in ſome ſtates has been only the 


reward of military atchievements, in others it 


has been gained by noiſy turbulence and popular 
clamours, Avarice has worn a different form, 
as ſhe actuated the uſürer of Rome, and the 


ſtock- jobber of England; and idleneſs itſelf, ho r 
little ſoever inclined to the trouble of invention, 


has been forced from time to time to change its 
amuſements, and contrive different methods of 
wearing out the dax. N 

Hen then is the fund, from which thoſe who 
ſtudy mankind may fill their compoſitions with 
an inexhauſtible variety of images and alluſions ; * 
and he muſt be confeſſed to look with little at- 
tention upon ſcenes thus perpetually changing, 
who cannot catch ſome of the figures before they 
are made vulgar by reiterated deſcriptions. 

Ir has been diſcovered by Sir IsAAc NEwToN, 
that the diſtinct and primogenial colours are only 
ſeven; but every eye can witneſs, that from va- 


rious mixtures in various proportions, infinite di- 


verſifications of tints may be produced. In like 
manner, the paſſions of the mind, which put the 
world in motion, and produce all the buſtle and 
eagerneſs of the buſy crouds that ſwarm upon 
the earth; the paſſions, from whence ariſe all the 
pleaſures and pains that we ſee and hear of, if we 


analyze the mind of man, are very few; but thoſe 
VOL. III. ++ hs. few 
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few agitated and combined, as external cauſes ſhall 
| happen to operate, and modified by prevailing 
1 opinions and accidental caprices, make ſuch fre- 
quent alterations on the ſurface of life, that the 
1 how, while we are buſied in delineating it, va- 
niſhes from the view, and 2 new ſet of objects 
3 | ſucceeds, doomed to the ſame ſhortneſs of dura- 
tion with the former: thus curioſity may always 
find employment, and the buſy part of mankind 
will furniſh the contemplative with the materials 
of ſpeculation to the end of time. 
THE complaint, therefore, that all topics are 
- preoccupied, is nothing more than the murmur 
FF of ignorance or idleneſs, by which ſome diſcou- 
. rage others and ſome themſelves: the mutability 
of mankind will always furniſh writers with new 
images, and the luxuriance of fancy may always 
embelliſh them with new decorations. 
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Nums. 96. SaTURDAY, Ogober 6, 17 53. 


— ortunatos nmum, Jo f bona norint. 
Vito, 


0 happy, if) yo knew your happy ſtate !- 
Derbe. 


N. proportion as the enjoyment and infelicity 

of life depend upon imagination, it is of im- 
portance that this power of the mind ſhould be 
directed in its operations by reaſon: and, per- 
haps, imagination is more frequently buſy when 
it can only embitter diſappointment and heighten 
calamity; and more frequently ſlumbers when it 
might increaſe the triumph of ſucceſs, or animate 
inſenſibility to happineſs, than is ee, per- 
ceived. 

Ax eccleſiaſtical living of aka naive 
became vacant, and EVANDER obtained a re- 
commendation to the patron. His friend had 
too much modeſty to ſpeak with confidence of 
the ſucceſs of an application ſupported chiefly by 
his intereſt, and EV ANDER knew that others had 
ſollicited before him; as he was not, therefore, 
much elevated by hope, he believed he ſhould 
not be greatly depreſſed by a diſappointment, 
The gentleman to whom he was recommended, 
received him with great courteſy; but upon 

| L 2 reading 
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reading the letter, he changed countenance, and 
diſcovered indubitable tokens of vexation and 
"regret; then taking EvAx DER by the hand, 

& Sir,” ſaid he I think it ſcarce leſs a misfor- 
«tune to myſelf than you, that you was not 
<« five minutes ſooner in your application. The 
“ gentleman, whoſe recommendation you bring, 


n more than any other to oblige ; but I 


<« have juſt preſented the living to the perſon, 
<< whom you ſaw Fare his leave when you en- 
e tered the room.” | . 
Tus declaration was a 18 which Evax- 
'DER had neither ſkill to elude, nor force to reſiſt. 
© The ſtrength of his intereſt, though it was not 

known time enough to increaſe his hope, and his 
being too late only a few minutes, though he had 
reaſon to believe his application had been pre- 
| cluded by as many days, were circumſtances 

which imagination immediately improved to 
aggravate his diſappointment: over theſe he 
muſed perpetually with inexprèſſible anguiſh, he 
related them to every friend, and lamented them 
with the moſt paſſionate exclamations. And yet, 
what happened to EvanDER more than he ex- 
pected? nothing that he poſſeſſed was diminiſhed, 
nor was any poffibility of advantage cut off: 
with reſpect to theſe, and every other reality, ! 
was in the ſame ſtate, as if he had never heard 


of the vacancy which he had ſome chance to 
| 1 | 08; 
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fill; but EvANDER groaned under the tyranny 
of imagination ; and in a fit of cauſeleſs fretfulneſs, 
caſt away peace, becauſe time was not ſtopped 
in its career, and a miracle did not t interpole to 
ſecure him a living. | | EYE 
AGENOR, on whom the living which Evan- 

px ſollicited was beſtowed, never conceived a 
ſingle doubt that he ſhould fail in his attempt: 
his character was unexceptionable, and his re- 
commendation ſuch as it was believed no other 
could counter- balance; he, therefore, received 
the bounty of his patron without much emotion; 
he regarded his ſucceſs as an event produced, like 
rain and ſun-ſhine, by the common and regular 
operation of natural cauſes ; and took poſſeſſion 
of his rectory with the ſame temper, that he would 
have reaped a field he had ſown, or received the 
intereſt of” a ſum which he had placed in the 
funds. But having, by accident, heard the report 
which had been circulated by the friends of E- 


'VANDER, he was at once ſtruck with a ſenſe ß 


his good fortune; and was ſo affected by a re- 
troſpe& on his danger, that he could ſcarce be- 
lieve it to be paſt. How providential,” faid 
he „ was it, that I did not ſtay to drink another 
<« diſh of tea at breakfaſt, that I found a hackney 
e coach at the end of the ſtreet, and that I met 
with no ſtop by the way.” What analteration 
was produced in AcENnoR's conception of the 
FG: 4 3 ad- 
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danger was not known time enough to alarm his 
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advantage of his ſituation, and the means by 
which it was obtained | and yet at laſt he had 
gained nothing more than he expected ; his 


fear; the value of his acquiſition was not in- 
creaſed ; nor had PROVIDENCE interpoſed farther, 
than to exclude chance from the government. of 
the world. But AEN OR did not before reflect, 
that any gratitude was due to PROVIDENCE but 
for a miracle; he did not enjoy his preferment 
as a gift, nor eſtimate his Kin but * the pro- N 
bability of loſs. 

As ſucceſs and diſappointment.) are . the 


b ee of imagination, ſo are eaſe and health; 


each of which may be conſidered as a kind of 
negative good, that may either degenerate into 
weariſomneſs and diſcontent, or be improved 
into complacency and enjoyment. 

ABOUT three weeks ago I paid an afternoon 
viſit to Curio. CURIO is the proprietor of an 


_ eſtate which produces three thouſand pounds a 
year, and the huſband of a lady remarkable for 


her beauty and her wit; his age is that in which 
manhood is ſaid to be compleat, his conſtitution 
is vigorous, his perſon graceful, and his. under- 
ſtanding ſtrong. I found him in full health, 
lolling in an eaſy chair; his countenance was 


florid, he was gayly dreſſed, and ſurrounded with 


all the means of happineſs which wealth well 
7 uſed 


. 


* 
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uſed could beſtow. After the firſt ceremonies 
had paſſed, he threw himſelf again back in his 
chair upon my having refuſed it, looked wiſt- 
fully at his. fingers. ends, croſſed his legs, en- 
quired the news of the day, and in the midft of 
all poſſible advantages ſeemed to poſſeſs life with 
a liſtleſs indifference, which, if he could have 
preſerved i in contrary circumſtances, would have 
inveſted him with the dignity of a ſtoic. 

Ir happened that yeſterday I paid CRI 
another viſit. I found him in his chamber; his 
head was ſwathed in flannel, and his countenance 
was pale. I was alarmed at theſe appearances 
of diſeaſe; and enquired with an honeſt ſollicitude 
how he did. The moment he heard my queſtion, 
he ſtarted from his ſeat, ſprang towards me, 
caught me by the hand, and told me, in an ex- | 
taſy, that he was in Heaven. | 

War difference in Curro's circumſtances 
produced this difference in his ſenſations and be- 
haviour ? what prodigious advantage had now 
accrued. to the man, who before had eaſe and 
health, youth affluence and beauty? CRI 
during the ten days that preceded my laſt viſit, 
had been tormented with the tooth- ach; and 
had, within the laſt hour, been reſtored to eaſe, 
by having it drawn. | 0 

Ap is human reaſon ſo impotent, ay ima- * 
gination ſo perverſe, that eaſe cannot be enjoyed 


15 „„ till 


1 
| 
| 
| 

; 
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till it has been taken away? Is it not poſſible to 
improve negative into poſitive happineſs, by re- 


flection? Can he, who poſſeſſes eaſe and health, 
whoſe food is taſteful, and whoſe ſleep is Wet, 


remember without exultation and delight, the 
ſeaſons in which he has pined in the languor of 


inappetence, and counted the watches of the 
night with reſtleſs anxiety ? 28 5 


Is an acquieſcence in the difpintations of UN- 
ERRING WISDOM, by which ſome advantage 
appears to be denied, without recalling trivial 
and accidental circumſtances that can only ag- 
gravate diſappointment, impoſſible to reaſonable 


beings? And is a ſenſe of the Driving BounTy 


neceſſarily languid, in proportion as that bounty 


appears to be leſs doubtful and interrupted ? 


EveERY man, ſurely, would bluſh. to admit 


theſe ſuppoſitions; ; let every man, therefore, 
deny them by his life. He, who brings ima- 
gination under the dominion of reaſon, will be 
able to diminiſh the evil of life, and to increaſe 
the good; he will learn to reſign with compla- 
cCency, to receive with gratitude, and poſſeſs 
with chearfulneſs: and as in this conduct, there 
is not only wiſdom but virtue, he will under every 
calamity be able to rejoice in hope, and to an- 


ticipate the felicity of that ſtate, in which rt 


. [TURAT'S of the JusT ſhall be made P PERFECT.” 


"Nu. 
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AIST. POET.-. 


As well in the mg of che manners as in 
the conſtitution of the fable, we muſt always en- 
deavour to produce either what is nauer or 
what is e 8 


cc 
cc 


H 0 EVER ee ſays Hows EY 
to form a character totally original, 
« let him. endeavour. to preſerve it with uni- 
& formity and conſiſtency : but the formation of 
« ap original character is a work of great dif- 


4 . 


ee ficulty and hazard.” In this arduous and un- 


common taſk, however, SHAKESPEARE has 
wonderfully ſucceeded in his TEMPEsT : the 
monſter CALYBAN is the creature of his own 


imagination, in the formation of which he could 


derive no aſſiſtance from obſervation or expe- 
rience. | | 
CALYBAN is the ſon of a witch, begotten by 


a demon: the ſorceries of his mother were ſo 
terrible, that her countrymen baniſhed her into 


this deſart iſland as unfit for human ſociety : in 


conformity, therefore, to this diabolical propa- 


PAP he is repreſented as a prodigy of. cruelty, 
3 malice, 


= — —— — ——— —Uij—iĩ —.t;t: . > VERNA TI et os 
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_ malice, pride, ignorance, idleneſs, gluttony and 

Juſt, He is introduced with great propriety, 

curſing PROSPERO and MIR AN DA whom he had 

_ endeavoured to defile ; and his execrations are - 

| artfully contrived to have reference to the gecu- 
pations of his mother: 


As wicked dew, as e'er my mother bruſh'd 
With raven's feather from Wet fen, 
Drop mien — — 

— All the charms 

Of Sycorax, toads, beetles, bats, light on you! 


15 His kindneſs is, ee expreſſed as . l 
in character, as his hatred, by an enumeration 
of offices, that could be of value only in a deſo- 


late iſland, and in the eſtimation of a ner >. 


Ipr'ythee, let me bring thee e crabs grow ; ; 
Ad J with as long " radia will dig thee pig- 
NA MUS; | 
0 e thee a jay's neſt ; UE inſtruct thee how 

To ſnare the nimble marmazet. Tll bring thee 

To cluſt'ring filberds ; and ſometimes LY get 

Mee 

- Young ſea-malls from the rock— 
Tel ſhew thee the beſt ſprings ; II ue thee 
1 berries; 


Tl fiſh for hes. aud get thee wood enough. 


e N Wnich 


Which Mn is, Indies: a cas 1 great 
uſe in a place, where to be defended from the 
cold was neither eaſy nor uſual; and it has a 
farther peculiar bgauty, becauſe the gathering 
wood was the occupation to which CarLyBan 
was ſubjected by PRosPERo, who, therefore, 
deemed it a ſervice of high importance. © 
THe groſs ignorance of this monſter is repre- 7 
ſented with delicate judgment: he knew not the 
names of the ſun and moon, which he calls the 
bigger light and the leſs; and he believes that 
Stephano was the man in the moon, whom his 
miſtreſs had often ſhewn him: and when PRos- 
PERO reminds him that he firſt taught him to 
pronounce articulately, his anſwer is full of male- 


volence and rage: 


3 


You taught me Rngunge; j and my profit e on t | 
"II know how to curſe :;—- 5 | 


the propereſt return for ſuch a fiend to make 
for ſuch a favour. - The ſpirits whom he ſup- 
poſes to be employed by PRosPERO: perpetually 
to torment him, and the many forms and dif- 
ferent methods they take for this purpoſe, are 
deſcribed with the. utmoſt livelineſs and force of 
2 | 


Sometimes like apes, that moe and chatter; 
man 


— 


1 after bite me; then like hedge-hogs hijo: 
Lie 


0 
— 


CI 
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IN tumbling in my bare-foot way, and mount 
Their pricks at my foot-fall : ſometimes am I 
All wound with e ho with cloven 
. tongues T's 
'Ds hiſs me into madneſs, 


Ir is ſcarcely poſſible hor any ſpeech to be 
more expreſhve of the manners and ſentiments, 
than that in which our poet has painted the brutal 
barbarity and unfeeling ſavageneſs of this ſon 
of Sycorax, by Wang him enumerate, with a 
kind of horrible delight, the various ways in 
which it was poſlible for the drunken ſailors to 
ſurprize and kill his maſter : : 


here thou mayft brain him, 
Having firſt ſeiz'd his books; or with, a log 
Batter his ſkull ; or paunch him with a| ſtake ; 
Or cut his wezand with thy knife— 


He adds, in alluſion to his own cds at- 
tempt, above all be ſure to ſecure the daughter; 
«© whoſe beauty, he tells them, is incompa- 
<< rable.” The charms of MiRanDa could not 
be more exalted, than by extorting this ne 
from ſo inſenſible a monſter.. | 
SHAKESPEARE ſeems to be the only poet wk 


poſſeſſes the power of uniting poetry with pro- 
priety of character ; of which I know not an in- 


Hance more n,. than the i image CALYBAN 
makes 
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makes uſe of to expreſs ſilence, which is at onee 
highly poetical and exactly ne to W wild- 
neſs of the ſpeaker: be r ian 


Pray you tread a. that the blind mole may 


not 
Hear a foot-fall. — 


JAL w Ars lament that our author has not pre- 


ſerved this fierce and implacable ſpirit in CAL x- 


BAN, to the end of the play; inſtead of which, 
he has, I think, injudiciouſly put into his mouth, 
words that imply repentance and underſtanding: 


Il be wiſe hereafter 


And ſeek for grace. What a thrice double aſs 


Was I, to take this drunkard for a —_— 
And worſhip this dull fool? 


Ir muſt not he forgotten, that SHAKESPEARE ' 


has artfully taken occaſion from this extraordi- 


nary character, which is finely contraſted to the 


mildneſs and obedience of ARIEL, obliquely to 
fatirize the prevailing paſſion for new and won- 
derful ſights, which has rendered the m ſo 
ridiculous. Were I in England now,” fays 
TRINcuLo, on fuſt diſcovering CALYBAN, 


“ and had but this fiſh painted, not an holiday 
6 fool there but would give a piece of ſilver. 


„When e te not by a A to relieve a 


. * 


—- 


| 
; 
} 
[ 
{ 
F 
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lame begger, they Will ay out ten to ſee a 
dead Indian.” 

© SucH is the inexhauſtible oe ok our poet's 
invention, that he has exhibited another cha- 
racter in this play, entirely his own; that of the 
lovely and innocent MIRANDA. — + 

Win ProsPERo firſt gives her a ſight of 


prince FERDINAND, ſhe eagerly exclaims, 


What! 1s't 7 ? a ſoirit | ? 
Lord, how it looks about! Believe me, Sir, 
It carries a brave form. But tis a ſpirit. 


Her imagining that as he was ſo beautiful he muſt 
neceſſarily be one of her father's aerial agents, is 
a ſtroke of nature worthy admiration : as are like- 
_ wiſe her entreaties to her father not to uſe him 
harſhly, by the power of his art; 


Why ſpeaks my father ſo ungendyf This 
Is the third man that e'er I ſaw; the firſt 
That e'er I ligh'd for | 


Hoy we perceive the bowl of that paſſion, 
which PRosPERo was defirous ſhe ſhould feel for 
the prince ; and which ſhe afterwards more fully 
expreſſes upon an occaſion which difplays at once 
the tenderneſs, the innocence, and the ſim- 
plicity of her character. She diſcovers her lover 


employed! in the * taſk of carrying wood, 
: 
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which PRosPERo had enjoined him to perform. | 


« Would,” fays ſhe * the lightning had burnt 
+: UP thoſe logs that you are enjoined to pile! 


If you'll ſit down | 1 
Tu bear your 15 the while. Pray's giveme : that, 
Pl carry't to the pile. 
You look wearily. 


It is by ſelecting 1 little and lads impercep- 
tible circumſtances, that SHAKESPEARE has more 
truly painted the paſſions than any other writer: 

affection is more powerfully- expreſſed by this 
ſimple wiſh and offer of aſſiſtance, than by the 
unnatural eloquence and witticiſms of DRYDEN, 

or the amorous declamations of Rows... 

Tk reſentment of PROSPERO for the match- 
leſs cruelty and wicked uſurpation of his brother; 
his parental affection and follicitude for the wel- 
fare of his daughter, the heireſs of his dukedom; 
and the awful ſolemnity of his character, as a 
{ſkilful magician; are all along preſerved with 
equal conſiſtency, dignity and decorum. One 
part of his behaviour deſerves to be particularly 
pointed out: during the exhibition of a maſk 
with which he had ordered ARIEL to entertain 
FERDINAND and MIRANDA, he ſtarts ſuddenly 
from the recollection of the conſpiracy of CaLy- 
Ba and his confederates againſt his life, and 
diſmiſſes his attendant ſpirits, who inſtantly vaniſh 
39 | e 
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to a hollow and confuſed noiſe. He appears to 
be greatly moved; and ſuitably to this agitation 


of mind, which his danger has excited, he takes 


occaſion, from the ſudden diſappearance of the 


viſionary ſcene, to moralize on the diſſolution of 

nm —_— nn: 
Theſe ag Fs TD 

As J foretold you, were all ſpirits ; ; and 


Are melted into air, into thin air. 
And, like the baſeleſs fabric of this viſion, 


The ſolemn temples, the great globe itſelf, 
Vea, all which it inherit, ſhall diflolve ; 
And, like this unſubſtantial ann faded, 

Leave not a rack behind 


— . 


| To theſe noble images he adds a ſhort but com- 
prehenſive obſervation on human life, not ex- 


celled by any paſſage of the moral and ous 


EURIPIDES : 4 


We are ſuch ſtuff 
As dreams 7 are N on; and our little life 
18 rounded Wan a fleep!—— E | 


Favs das an -niforndity of character, 
that leading beauty in dramatic poeſy, preſerved 
throughout the TEmPpEsT. And it may be far- 
ther remarked, that the unities of action, of place, 
* of time, are in this. Play, though almoſt 

con- 


rr 
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conſtantly violated by SHAKESPEARE, exactly 
obſerved. The action i is one, great, and entire, 
the reſtoration of PRospERO to his dukedom; 
this buſineſs is tranſacted in the compaſs of 'a 

ſmall iſland, and in or near the cave of PRos- 


PERO; though, indeed, it had been more artful X 


and regular to have confined it to this ſingle ſpot ; 
and the time which the action takes up, is only 
equal to that of the repreſentation; an excellence 


which ought always to be aimed at in every well- 


conducted fable, and for the want of which, a 


variety of the moſt entertaining este can 


ſcarcely atone, g 


- 


Nos. 
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Nong, 98. SATURDAY; October 1S 1752. 
Aude aliquid brevibus G yaris, et carcere dignum, 
Si vis efſe aliguis. e. 


Wou'dſt thou to honours and preferments climb ? 
Be bold in miſchief, dare ſome mighty crime, 
Which dungeons death or baniſhment deferves. 


DryDen. 


To the ADVENTURER. 


' DEAR BROTHER, 


HE thirſt of glory is I think ., | 
even by the dull dogs who can fit ſtill 
Sag enough to write hooks, to be a noble ap- | 


8 


petite. 
Mx ambition is to be ED a man of life 
and fpirit, who could conquer the world if he 
was to ſet about it, but who has too much viva- 
City to give the neceſſary attention to : ny (heme 
3.87 length. 
I am, in ſhort, 'one of thoſe heroic Adven- 
turers, who have thought proper to diſtinguiſh 
- themſelves by the titles of Buck, Broop, and 
Nrxvx. When I am in the country I am always 
on horſe-back, and I leap or break every hedge 
and gate that ſtands in my way: when I am in 
town, I am conſtantly to be ſeen at ſome of the 
| a public 
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public places, at the proper times for making my 
appearance; as at Vaux Hall, or Marybone, 
about ten, very drunk: for though I don't love 
wine, I am obliged to be conſumedly drunk five 
or ſix nights in the week; nay ſometimes five or 
ſix days together, for the ſake of my character. 
Wherever I come, I am ſure to make all the 
confuſion, and do all the miſchief I can; not for 
the ſake of doing miſchief, but only out of frolic 
you know to ſhew my vivacity. If there are 
women near me, I ſwear like a devil to ſhew 
my courage, and talk bawdy to ſhew my wit, 
Under the roſe, 1 am a curſed favourite amongſt 
them; and have had “ bonne fortune” let me 
tell you. I do love the little rogues helliſhly : 
but faith I make love for the good of the public; 
and the town is obliged to me for a dozen or two 
of the fineſt wenches that were ever brought into 
its ſeraglios. One, indeed, I loſt; and, poor 
fond ſoul! I pitied her: but it could not be helped 
— ſelf-preſervation obliged me to leave her —I 
could not tell her what was the matter with her, 
rot me if I could; and ſo it got ſuch a head, 
that the devil himſelf could not have ſaved her. 
THERE: s one thing vexes me: I have much 
ado to avoid having that inſignificant character, a 
good natured fellow, fixed upon me; ſo that I 1 
am obliged in my own defence to break the boy's 


head, and kick m whore down ſtairs every t time 
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Jenter a night houſe: I pick quarrels when T am 
not offended, break the windows of men I never 
ſaw, demoliſh lamps, bilk hackney coachmen, 
overturn wheelbarrows, and ſtorm night cellars: 
I beat the watchman though he bids me good 
morrow, abuſe the conſtable, - and inſult the 
juſtice : for theſe feats I am frequently kicked, 

beaten, pumped, proſecuted and impriſoned ; but 
Tim is no Flincher; and if he does not get fame, 
96 he will deſerve it. : 
I AM now writing at a coffee bone where 1 
am juſt arrived, after a journey of fifty miles 
which I have rode in four hours. I knocked up 
my blockhead's horſe two hours ago. The dog 
whipped and ſpurred at ſuch a rate, that I dare 
ſay you may track him half the way by the 
blood; but all would not do. The devil take | 
the hindmoſt, is always my way of travelling; 
The moment I diſmounted, down dropt Dido, 
by Jove: and here am all alive and merry, 1 
old boy | 5 

I' tell thee what; I was a hell h ih t'other 
day. I ſhot a damn'd clean mare through the 
head, for jumping out of the road to avoid run- 
ning over an old woman. But the bitch threw 
me, and I got a curſed flice on the cheek againſt 
a flint, which put me in a paſſion; who could 
help it you know? Rot me! I would not have 
your her for five hundred old nn with all 
their 
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their brats, and the brats of their brats to the 


third generation. —S$he was a ſweet creature |. I 
would have run her hve and twenty miles in an 


hour, for five hundred pounds, But ſhe' 8 gene! 4 
Poor jade ! I did love thee, that I did. 

Nov what you ſhall do for me old bay i is as 
Help to raiſe my name a little d'ye mind: . write 
ſomething in praiſe of us ſprightly pretty fellows, 
I aſſure you we take a great deal of pains for 


fame, and *tis hard we ſhould be bilkt. I would 
not trouble you, my dear; but only I fear I have 


not much time before me to domy own buſineſs ; 
for between you and I, both my conſtitution and 


eſtate are damnably out at elbows. I intend to 


make them ſpin out together as evenly as poſſible ; ; 
but if my purſe ſhould happen to leak faſteſt, I 
propoſe to go with my laſt half crown to Rane- 
lagh gardens, and there, if you approve the 


ſcheme, I'll mount one of the upper alcoves, 


and repent with an heroic air, 


cc PI boldly venture on the world unknown ; 
cc It cannot uſe me worſe than this has done.“ 


In then ſhoot myſelf theo” the head and a. 
6 by'tye. 


Vours, as you ſerve me, 


TIM. WILDGOOSE. 


*% 


$1 
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I snourp little deſerve the notice of a perſon 
ſo illuſtrious as the hero who honours me with 


the name of brother, if I ſhould cavil at his 


principles or refuſe his requeſt. According to 
the moral philoſophy which is now in faſhion, 
and adopted by many of the dull dogs who 
< write books,” the gratification of appetite is 
virtue; and appetite, therefore, I ſhall allow to 
be noble, notwithſtanding the objections of thoſe 
who pretend, that whatever be its object, it can 
be good or ill in no other ſenſe than ſtature or 
complexion; and that the voluntary effort only is 
moral by which appetite is directed or reſtrained, 
by which it is brought under the government of 
reaſon and rendered ſubſervient to moral purpoſes. 
Bor with wh atever efforts of heroic virtue my 
correſpondent may have laboured to gratify his 
<6. thirſt of glory,” I am afraid he will be diſap- 
pointed. It is, indeed, true, that like the heroes 
of antiquity, whom ſucceſſive generations have 
honoured with ſtatues and panegyric, he has 
ſpent his life in doing miſchief to others without 
procuring, any real good to himſelf: but he has 
not done miſchief enough; he has not ſacked a 
city or fired a temple; he acts only, againſt indi- 
viduals in a contracted iphere, and is loſt among 
à _croud of competitors, whoſe merit can only 
contribute to their mutual obſcurity, as the 
feats which are perpetually performed by innu- 


merable 5 


x * 
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merable adventurers muſt ſoon become too 
common to confer diſtinction. 


| In behalf of ſome among theſe candidates for | 


fame, the legiſlature has, indeed, thought fit to 
interpoſe ; and their atchievements are 7 5 great 


ſolemnity rehearſed and recorded in a temple, of 


which I know not the celeſtial appellation, but 
on earth it is called JUSTICE HALL in the Old 


Baily. 
As the reſt are utterly neglected, J cannot 


think of any expedient to gratify the noble thirſt 
of my correſpondent and his compeers, but that 


of procuring them admiſſion into this claſs; an 
attempt in which I do not deſpair of ſucceſs, for 
I think I can demonſtrate their right, and I will 
not ſuppoſe it poſſible that when this f is done they 
will be excluded. 7 
Upon the moſt diligent examination of an- 


geg hiſtory and modern panegyric, I find that 
no action has ever been held honourable in ſo 
high a degree, as killing men: this, indeed, is 


one of the feats which our legiſlature has thought 
fit to reſcue from oblivion, and reward in Jus- 
TICE HALL ; it has alſo removed an abſurd diſ- 
tinction, and, contrary to the practice of pa- 
gan antiquity, has comprehended the killers of 
women, among thoſe who deſerve the rewards 
that have been decreed to homicide. Now he 
may fairly be conſidered as a killer, who ſeduces 

| ons Wy 
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a young beauty from the fondneſs of a parent, 
with whom ſhe enjoys health and peace, the pro- 
tection of the laws, and the ſmile of ſociety, to 
the tyranny of a bawd, and the exceſſes of a 
| brothel, to diſeaſe and diſtraction, ftripes in- 
famy and impriſonment ; calamitics which can- 
not fail to render her days not only evil but few. 
It may, perhaps, be alleged, that the woman 
was not wholly paſſive, but that in ſome ſenſe 
ſhe may be conſidered as felo de ſe. This, how- 
ever, is mere cavil; for the ſame may be ſaid 
of him who fights 4 WE he can run away; and 
yet it has always been deemed more honourable, 
to kill the combatant than the fugitive. 

IF this claim then of the BLoop be admitted, 
and I do not ſee how it can be ſet aſide, I propoſe 
that after his remains ſhall have been reſcued from 
duſt and worms, and conſecrated in the temple of 
HyYGE1Aa, called SURGEoN's HALL, his bones 
ſhall be purified by proper luſtrations, and erected 
into a ſtatue : that this ſtatue ſhall be placed in a 
niche, with the name of the hero of which it 


' 1s at once the remains and the monument written 


over it, among many others of the ſame rank, 
in the gallery of a ſpacious building, to be erected 
by lottery for that purpoſe : I propoſe that this 
gallery be called the BLooD's GALLERY ; and, 
to prevent the labour and expence of emblazoning 


the atchievements of every individual, — 5 
would 
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would be little more than repeating the ſame 
words, that an inſcription be placed over the 
door to this effect: This gallery is ſacred to 
ce the memory and the remains of the Broops; 
heroes who lived in perpetual hoſtility againſt 
« themſelves and others; who contracted dif- 

« eaſes by exceſs that precluded enjoyment, and 
„ who continually perpetrated miſchief not in 
« anger but ſport ; who purchaſed this diſtinction 
« at the expence of life; and whoſe glory would 
4 have been equal to ALEXANDER” „ if their 
00 Wa wad not t been leſs.” | 
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- Magnis tamen excidit aufie. 74 5 rae 
But i in the glovious enterprize he dy'd. 
Abprsox. 


T has always been the practice of mankind; 

L to judge of actions by the event. The ſame 

attempts, conducted in the ſame manner, but 
terminated by different ſucceſs, produce different 
judgments : they who attain their wiſhes, never 
want celebrators of their wiſdom and their virtue g 
and they that miſcarry, are quick! y diſcovered to 
Vu III. M have 
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have been defective not only in mental but in mo- 


ral qualities. The world will never be long with- 


out ſome good reaſon to hate the unhappy: their 


Teal, faults are immediately. detected; ; and if thoſe 


are not ſufficient to ſink them into infamy, an 
additional weight of calumnx will be ſuperadded : 
he that fails in his endeavours after wealth. or 
power, will not long retain either dana, or 
courage. N 8 
I mis ſpecies of injuſtice has ſo 18 ec 
in univerſal practice, that it ſeems likewiſe! to 
have infected ſpeculation : ſo few minds are able 
to ſeparate the ideas of greatneſs and proſperity, 
that even Sir WILLIAM TEMPLE has determined, 
ce that he who can deſerve the name of a _—_ 
« muſt not only be virtuous but fortunate.” 

By this unreaſonable diſtribution of praiſe and 


blame, none have ſuffered oftener than PRo- 


JECTORs, whoſe rapidity of imagination and 
vaſtneſs of deſign, raiſe ſuch envy in their fellow 
mortals, that every eye watches for their fall, and 
every heart exults at their diſtreſſes: yet even a 
PROJECTOR may gain favour by ſucceſs ; and the 
tongue that was prepared to hiſs, then en- 
deavours to excell others in loudneſs of applauſe. 

WIEN CoRIOLANUsS, in SHAKESPEARE, de- 


ſerted to AvFiDivs, the Volſcian ſervants at firſt 
_ inſulted him, even while he ſtood under the pro- 


tection of the houſhold Gods; but when they 


ſaw 
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ſaw that the PROJECT: took effect, and the 
ſtranger was ſeated at the head of the table, lone 
of them very .judicioufly* obſerves, that he 
<« always thought there was more nee 
ce he could, think. n ttt tele 

MACHIAVEL. has julliy ee on che 
different notice taken by all ſuoceeding times, of 
the two great projectors CATILINE and CAR. 

Both formed the ſame PRoq or, and intended 
to raiſe themſelves. to power, by ſubvertingi the 
commonwealth: they perſued their deſigii, per- 
haps, with equal abilities, and with equal virtue; 
but CATILINE periſhed in the field, and CAR 
returned from Pharſalia with unlimited authorityt 
and from that time, every monarch of the earth 
has thought himſelf honoured by a compariſon 
with C SAR; and CATILINE has been never 
mentioned, but that his name che be om 
to traitors aud incendiaries. 1 

In an age more remote, Xanxes projectelths 
conqueſt of Greece, and brought down the power 
of Aſia againſt it: but after the world had been 
filled with expectation and terror, his army was 
beaten, his fleet was deſtroyed, and XERXES has 
been never mentioned without contempt. 

A FEW. years afterwards, Greece likewiſe had | 
her turn of giving birth to a PROJECTOR; 3 WhO 
| invading Aſia with a ſmall army, went forward | 
in ſearch of adventures, and, by his elcape, fro 

| 2 


* 
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one dunger gained only more raſhneſs to ruſh into 
another: he ſtormed city after" city, over-ran 
kingdom after kingdom, fought battles only for 
barren victory, and invaded nations only that he 
might make his way through them to new in- 
vaſtons : but having been fortunate in the execu- 
tion of his projects, he died with OE. name of 
ALEXANDER the GREAr. 
/"Przxsx are, indeed, events of ancient time; 
but human nature is always the ſame, and every 
age will afford us inſtances of public cenſures in- 
fluenced by events. The great buſineſs of the 
middle centuries, was- the holy war; which 
undoubtedly was a noble PROJECT, and was for 
4 long time proſecuted with a ſpirit equal to that 
with which it had been contrived : but the ar- 
four of the European heroes only hurried them 
to deſtruction; for a long time they could not 
gain the territories for which they fought, and, 
when at laſt gained, they could not keep: them : 
their” expeditions, therefore, have been the 
ſcoff of idleneſs and ignorance, their under- | 
ſtanding and their virtue have been equally vilified, 
their conduct has been ridiculed, and their cauſe 
_ been defamed. ; 

"Wren CorLumsus had engaged king Ferdi- 
nand in the diſcovery of the other hemiſphere, 
the ſailors with whom he embarked in the expe- 


1 TEN had ſo little confidence in their commander, 
g that 
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that after having been long at ſea looking for 
coaſts which they expected never to find;” they 
raiſed a general mutiny, and demanded to return. 
He found means to ſooth them into a permiſſion” 
to continue the ſame courſe three days longer, 
and on the evening of the third day deſeried land. 
Had the impatience of his ere denied him a ſew 
hours of the time requeſted, what had been his 
fate but ta have come back with the infamy of 
a vain PROJECTOR, who had betrayed the king's 
credulity to uſeleſs expences, and riſked his life 
in ſeeking countries that had no exiſtence? how 
would thoſe that had rejected his propoſals, have 
_ triumphed. in their acuteneſs? and When would 
his. name have been mentioned, but with the 
makers of potable gold and-malleable-glaſs?+:-- 
Tus laſt royal PRojzecToRs with whom the 
world has been troubled, were  CHARLEs of 
SWEDEN and the Czar of Moscyoy. CHARLES, 
if any judgment may be formed of his deſigns by 
his meaſures and his enquiries, had purpoſerl 
firſt to dethrone the Cz Ak, then to lead his army 
through pathleſs deſarts into China, thence to 
make his way by the ſword through the Whole 
circuit of Aſia, and by the conqueſt of Turkey 
to unite Sweden with his new dominions: but 
this mighty PRoJecT' was cruſhed at Pultowa; 
and CHARLES has ſince been conſidered as a 
madman by thoſe powers, who ſent their em- 
M 3 baſſadors 
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baſſadors to ſollicit his friendſhip; and their _ 
wals'<:to learn under him the art of war,” 
ITE Czar: found employment luckeient in 
his own ee and amuſed himſelf in dig- 
ging canals, and building cities; murdering his 
ſubjects with inſufferable fatigues, and tranf- 
planting nations from one corner of his domi- 
nions to another, without regretting the thou- 
ſands that periſhed on the way: but he attained 
his end, he made his people formidable, and is 
numbered by fame among the Demi-gods. 
I A far from intending to vindicate the 
n projects of heroes and cohquerors, 
and would wiſh rather to diminiſh the reputation 
of their ſucceſs, than the infamy of their miſ- 
carriages :*for I cannot conceive, why he that 
has burnt cities, and waſted nations, and filled 
the world with horror and defolation, ſhould be 
more kindly regarded by mankind, than he that 
died in the rudiments of wickedneſs ; why he 
that accomplifhed miſchief ſhould be glorious, 
and he that only - endeavoured it ſhould be cri- 
minal. I would wiſh Czsar and Cariline, 
NXRxESs andALEXANDER, CHARLES and PE TER, 
huddled together in obſcurity or deteſtation. 
Bor there is another ſpecies of PRoJEcTORs, 
> whom I would willingly conciliate mankind ; 
ends are generally laudable, and whoſe 
bours are innocent; Ern are ſearching out 
„ | 2 new 
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new powers of nature, or contrivin 
of art; but who are yet perſecuted with inceſſant 
obloquy, and whom the univerſal contempt with 
which they are treated, often debars from that 
ſucceſs! which their induſtry would obtain, if it 
were permitted to act without oppoſition. 
TukEx who find themſelves inclined to cenſure 
new undertakings, only becauſe: they are new, 
ſhould conſider, that the folly of PROJECTION 
is very ſeldom the folly of a fool; it is commonly 
the ebullition of a capacious mind, crouded with 
variety of knowledge, and heated with intenſe- 
neſs of thought; it proceeds often from the con- 
ſciouſneſs of uncommon powers, from the con- 
fidence of thoſe who having already done much 
are eaſily perſuaded that they can do more: when 
RowIEVY had completed the Orrery, he at- 
tempted the perpetual motion; when BoyLE 
had exhauſted the ſecrets of vulgar chemiſtry, he 
turned his thoughts to the work of tranſmutation. 
A PROC ro R generally unites thoſe qualities 
which have the faireſt claim to veneration, ex- 
tent of knowledge and greatneſs of deſign: it was 
ſaid of CArzLINx E, “ immoderata, incredibilia, 
i nimis alta ſemper cupiebat.” Projectors of all 
kinds agree in their intellects, though they differ 
in their morals; they all fail by attempting 
things beyond their power, by deſpiſing vulgar at- 
tainments, and aſpiring to performances, to which, 
. | M4 perhaps, 
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perhaps, nature has not proportioned the. force 
of man: when they fail, therefore, they fail not 
by idleneſs or timidity, but by raſh adventure and 
fruitleſs diligence. | 

Tur the attempts of. Gods men will hos 
miſcarry, we may. reaſonably expect; yet from 

ſuch men, and ſuch only, are we to hope for the 
cultivation of thoſe parts of nature which lie yet 
waſte, and the invention of thoſe arts which 
are yet wanting to the felicity of life. If they 
are, therefore, univerſally diſcouraged, art and 
diſcovery can make no advances. Whatever is 

attempted without previous certainty of ſucceſs, 
may be conſidered as a PROJECT, and . amongſt 
narrow minds may, therefore, expoſe its author 
to cenſure and contempt ; and if the liberty of 
laughing be once indulged, every man will laugh 
at what he does not underſtand, every[/PROJECT 
will be confidered: as madneſs, and every great 
or new deſign will be cenſured as a'PRoOJECT. | 
Men, unaccuſtomed to reaſon and reſearches, 
think every enterpriſe impracticable, which is 
extended beyond common effects, or - compriſes 
many intermediate operations. Mary that pre- 
ſume to laugh at PRojzcTORs,' would conſider 
a flight through the air in a winged chariot, and 
the movement of a mighty engine by the ſteam 
of water, as equally the dreams of mechanic 


wert and would hear, with equal negligence, 
þ of 


3 
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of the union of the Thames and Severn by a 
canal, and the ſcheme of Albuquerque che vice- 
roy of the Indies, who in the rage of hoſtility 
had contrived to make Egypt a barren Core; "oy 
turning the Nile into the Red Se. 
TnoskE who have attempted much, have 
ſeldom failed to perform more than thoſe who 
never deviate from the common roads of action: 
many valuable preparations of chemiſtry, are i 
ſuppoſed to have riſen from unſucceſsful en- 
quiries after the grand elixir: it is, therefore, 
juſt to encourage thoſe who endeavour to en- 
large the power of art, ſince they often ſucceed 
beyond expectation; and when they fail, may 
ſometimes benefit the world even FEY: their mif- a 
carriages. 3 vt Fe. 
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Vous. 700. Saroxpav, daa, 20, 1753 
40 Nene . turpiſſnns—— 55 . ig 
No man eer reneb d the heights &f vice at 


1 . 1 8 


To the ApvexTURER. 


"i 


8 1 7" | 
| HOU G H the . of men Have, 
perhaps, been eſſentially the ſame in all 
ages, yet their external appearance has changed 
with other peculiarities of time and place, and 
they have been diſtinguiſhed by different names 
as new modes of expreſſion have prevailed: a 
- periodical writer, therefore, who catches the 
picture of evaneſcent life, and ſhews the de- 
formity of follies which in a few years will be 
ſo changed as not to be known, ſhould be care- 
ful to. expreſs the character when he deſcribes the 
appearance, and to connect it with the name by 
Which it then happens to be called. Vou have 
frequently uſed the terms Buck and BLoOD, and 
have given ſome account of the characters which 
are thus denominated; but you have not con- 
ſidered them as the laſt ſtages of a regular pro- 
greſſion, nor taken any notice of thoſe which 
eo precede them. Their dependance upon each 
Mn" is, indeed, ſo little Known, that many 
Suppoſe 
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ſuppoſe them to be diſtinct and collateral claſſes, 
formed by perſons of oppoſite intereſts, taſtes, 
capacities, and diſpoſitions: the ſcale, however, 
conſiſts of eight degrees; GREEN HORN, JEMMY, 

IJ Ess Aux, SMART, HoN EST FELLOw, Jovous 
Spixir, BUCK, and BLoop. As I have myſelf 
paſſed through the whole ſeries, I ſhall explain 
each ſtation * a ſhort account of my life, re- 
marking the periods when. my character changed 
its denomination, and the particular n cd 
which the change was produced. 

Mr father was a wealthy farmer in Yorkſhite 3 - 
and when I was near eighteen years of age, av 
brought me up to London and put me apprentice 
to a conſiderable ſhopkeeper in the city. There 
was an auk ward modeſt ſimplicity in my manner, 

andd a reverence of religion and virtue in my con- 

verſation. The novelty of the ſcene that was 
now placed before me, in vrhich there were in- 
numerable objects that I never conceived to exiſt, 
rendered me attentive and credulous ; peculiarities, 
which, without a provincial accent, a ſſouch in 
my gait, a long lank head of hair, and an un- 
faſhionable ſuit. of drab. coloured cloth, would 
have denominated, me a GRRENHORN, or, in 
other words, a country put very green 

GREEN, then, I continued even in externals, 
near two years; and in this ſtate I was the object 5 

e contempt and deriſion: but being at 
4 Fe "Jeng 
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length wearied with merriment and inſult, I was 
very ſedulous to aſſume the manners and ap- 


pearance of thoſe, who in the ſame ſtation were 


better treated. I had already improved greatly 
in my ſpeech; and my father having allowed 
me thirty pounds a year for apparel and pocket 


money, the greater part of which I had ſaved, 


| T beſpoke a ſuit of cloaths of · an eminent city 

taylor, with ſeveral waiſtcoats and breeches, and 
two frocks for a change: I cut off my hair, and 
procured a brown bob perriwig of W1LDiNG 


juſt of the ſame colour, with a ſingle row of 


curls round the bottom, which I wore very 
nicely combed, and without powder : my hat, 
which had been cocked with great exactneſs in 
an equilateral triangle, I diſcarded, and purchaſed 


one of a more faſhionable ſize, the fore corner 


of which projected near two inches further than 
thoſe on each fide, and was moulded into the 
mape of a ſpout: I alfo furniſhed myſelf with a 


: change of white thread ſtockings, took care that 


my pumps were varniſhed every morning with 


out carried in my hand a little ſwitch, which, 


as it has been long appendant to the character 
that 1 had juſt aſſumed, has * w . 2 880 


and is called a Jenny. 


Iso perecived the nge eres Mens 


Formation My manner had not, indeed, kept 


pace 


the new German blacking ball, and when I went 
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pace with my dreſs; I was till modeſt and dif- 

fident, temperate and ſober, and con ſequently | 
ſtill ſubject to ridicule : but I was now admitted 
into company, from which'I had before been 
excluded by the ruſticity of my appearance; I 
was rallied and encouraged by turns; and I was 
inſtructed both by precept and example. Some 
offers were made of carrying me to a houſe of 
private entertainment, which then I abſolutely 
refuſed; but I ſoon found the way into the play- 
houſe, to ſee the two laſt acts and the farce: 

here I learned that by breaches of chaſtity no 
man was thought to incur either guilt or ſhame; 

but that on the contrary, they were eſſentially 
neceſſary to the character of a fine gentleman. I 
ſoon copied the original, which I found to be 
univerſally admired, in my morals, and made 
ſome farther approaches to it in my dreſs: I ſuf- 
fered my hair to grow long enough to comb back 
over the foretop of my wig, which, when I ſal- 

lied forth to my evening amuſement, I changed 
to a queüe; I tied the collar of my thirt with 

half an ell of black ribbon, which appeared 
under my neckloth; the fore corner of my hat 
was conſiderably elevated and ſhortened, ſo that 

it no longer reſembled a ſpout, but the corner of 
a minced pye; my waiſtcoat was edged with a 

narrow "__ my ftockings were filk, - and 1 
4 peared without a pair * ves. 


My addreſs, from its native maſculine plainneſs, 
was converted to an exceſs of ſoftneſs and civi- 
lity, eſpecially when 1 ſpoke to the ladies. I had 
before made ſome progreſs in learning to ſwear ; 
I had proceeded. by fegs, faith, - pox, plague, 
pon my life, pon my ſoul, rat it, and zookers, 
to zauns and the divill. I now advanced to' by 
Jove, fore ged, geds curſe it, and demme: but 
J ſtill uttered theſe interjections in a tremulous 
tone, and my pronunciation was feminine and 
vicious. I was ſenſible of my defects, and, there- 
fore, applied with great diligence to remove 
them. I frequently practiſed alone, but it was 
a long time before I could ſwear ſo much to my 
own ſatisfaction in company, as by mylelf. My 
labour, however, was not without its reward; 
it recommended me to the notice of the ladies, 
and procured me the gentle ee of 
1 ONLY | | 

Ido learned among e Gao 3 
TIEMEN to dance, which greatly enlarged my 
acquaintance; I entered into a ſubſcription for 
country dances once a week at a tavern, where 
each gentleman engaged to bring a partner: at 
the ſame time I made conſiderable advances in 
Swearing; I could pronounce. damme with a to- 
lerable air and accent, give the vowel its full 
ſound, and look with conſidence in the face of 
"0p perſon to; whom I poke. \bout this. ti 


© Vi J n 
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my father's elder brother died, and left me an 
eſtate of near five hundred pounds per annum. 
I now. bought out the remainder of my time; and 
this ſudden acceſſion of wealth and independence 
gave me immediately an air of greater confidence 
and freedom. I laid out near one hundred and 
fifty pounds in cloaths, though I was obliged. to 
go into mourning: I employed a court taylor to 
make. them up; I exchanged my queüe for a 
bag; I put on a ſword which, in appcarance at 
leaſt, was a Toledaz. and in proportion as I knew 
my dreſs to be elegant, I was leſs ſollicitous to 
be neat, My acquaintance now increaſed every 
hour; I was attended, flattered, and careſſed; 
was often invited to entertainments, ſupped every 
night at a tavern, and went home in a chair; 
was taken notice of 1 in public places, and Was 
| univerſally - confeſſed to be MOT: into a 
In een is 
| THERE were. "Abo 3 in which I found 
it neceſſary to abſtain from wenching; and in 
theſe, at whatever riſque, I applied myſelf to the 
bottle: a habit of drinking came inſenſibly upon 
1 and [ was ſoon able to walk home with a 
bottle and a pint. I had learned a ſufficient 
number of faſhionable toaſts, and got by heart 
ſeveral toping and ſeveral bawdy ſongs, ſome of 
which I ventured to roar out with a friend hanging 


on my arm as we ſcoured the ſtreet aſter our 
3 | - - nocturnal. 
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nocturnal revel. I now laboured with indefa- 
tigable induſtry to increaſe theſe acquiſitions :* I 
enlarged my ſtock of healths; made great pro- 
grefs in ſinging, joking, and ſtory telling; ſwore 
well; could make a company of ſtauneh topers 
drunk; always collected the reckoning, and was 
the laſt man that departed. My face began to 
be covered with red pimples, and my eyes to be 
weak; I became daily more negligent of my 
dreſs, and more blunt in my manner; I profeſſed 
myſelf a foe to ſtarters and milkſops, declared 
that there was no enjoyment equal to that of a 
bottle and a friend, and ſoon gained the mer 
tion of an Honesr FELLOW. ; 
Bu this diſtinction I was animated to attempt 
yet greater excellence; I learned ſeveral feats of 
mimickry of the under players, could take off 
known characters, tell a ſtaring ſtory, and hum- 
bug with ſo much ſkill as ſometimes to take-in a 
knowing one. I was fo fucceſsful in the practice 
of theſe arts, to which, indeed, I applied my- 
ſelf with unwearied diligence and aſſiduity, that 
J kept my company roaring with applauſe, till 
their yoices ſunk by degrees, and they were no 
longer: able to laugh, becauſe they were no 
longer able either to hear or to ſee. I had now 
aſcended another ſeale in the climax; and was 
acknowledged 5 . all 1 ng "uy to * a 
1 80 nr. e / 
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Arx all theſe topics of merriment were ex- 
hauſted, and I had repeated my tricks my ſtories 
my jokes and my ſongs till they grew inſipid, I 
became miſchievous ; and was continually devi- 
ſing and executing FRoLics, to the unſpeakable 
delight of my companions, and the injury of 
others. For many of them I was proſecuted, and 
frequently obliged to pay large damages: but T 
bore all theſe loſſes with an air of jovial indiffe- 
rence, I puſhed on in my career, I was more def- 
perate in proportion as I had leſs to loſe ; and being 
deterred from no miſchief by the dread of its 
conſequences, I was ſaid to run at all, and com- 
eim tem with the name of Bu. 
Mx eſtate was at length mortgaged for more 
than it was worth; my creditors were importu- 
nate; I became negfigent of myſelf and of others; 
I made a deſperate effort at the gaming table, and 
loſt the laſt ſum that I could raiſe ; my eſtate 
was ſeized by the mortgagee; I learned to pack 
cards and to cog a die; became a bully to whores; 
paſſed my nights in a brothel, the ſtreet, or the 
watch-houſe; was utterly inſenſible of ſhame, 
and lived upon the town as a beaſt of prey in a 
foreſt.” Thus I reached the ſummit of modern 
glory, and had juſt acquired the diſtinction of a 
BLoop, when I was arreſted for an old debt of 
three hundred pounds, and th rown into the 1 


Bench priſon, 
T HESRE 


- 


«SC . , wo ers rr 
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TR xs B characters, Sir, though they are diſtinct, 
yet do not at all differ, otherwiſe than as ſhades of 
the ſame colour. And though they are ſtages of 
a regular progreſſion, yet the whole ptbareſs is not 
made by every individual: ſome are fo ſoon ini- 
tiated in the myſteries of the town, that they are 
never publicly known in their GREEN HORN ſtate; 
others fix long in their JEmMynooD, others are 
Jess aus at fourſcore, and ſome ſtagnate in 
each of the higher ſtages for life. But T requeſt 
that they may never hereafter be confounded 
either by you or your correſpondents. Of the 
Boop, your brother Adventurer, Mr. WII p- 
'Goosr, though he aſſumes the charater, does 
not ſeem to have a juſt and preciſe idea as diſtinct 
from the Buck, in which claſs he ſhould be 
placed, and will probably die; for he ſeems de- 
termined to ſhoot himſelf, juſt at the time when 
his circumſtances will enable W by Alumeſthe 
17 diſtinction. | 
Bor the eh SLSR upon life, 1 15 
ter has made neceſſary, covers me with confu- 
ſion, and aggravates deſpair. I cannot but re- 
flect, that among all theſe characters, I have 
never aſſumed that of a Max. Man is a RRA- 
-SONABLE: BzinG, which he ceaſes to be, who 
diſguiſes his body with ridiculous ies, or de- 
grades his mind by deteſtable brutality. Theſe 


thoughts would have been of great uſe to me, if 
they 


/ 
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they had occi rred ſeven years ago. If they are 
of uſe to you, 1 hope you will ſend me a ſmall 
gratuity for my labour, to alleviate the miſery of 


hunger and nakedneſs: but, dear Sir, let your 
one be e leſt T periſh before it arrive. 


18 wards Jam pou humble frvant 
Comman fide; Kirig's Bench, 


Oct. 18, 1753. NOUENTANUs. 
eee eee 
Nous, 101. TussDAY,, A 1 7 = 


= — E/t ubi peccat, Hon. " 
1 ſometimes he miſtakes. e 


85 ro the ApvenTURER. 
81 R, : 
F we conſider the hight x: 1. which Vin dw 
1 has deſervedly obtained among our few 
ö Engliſh claſfics, we cannot wonder at the mul- 
titude of commentaries and criticiſms of which 
he has been the ſubject. To theſe T have added 
ſome miſcellaneous remarks: and if you ſhould 
at firſt be inclined to reject them as trifling, you 
may, perhaps, determine to admit denz when 
you reflect that they are ne xf. 
Tux deſcription of Eden in the fourth book 


15 the PARADISE LOST, and the battle of 'the 
| angels 
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angels in the ſixth, are uſually ſelected as the 
moſt ſtriking examples of a florid and vigorous 
imagination : but it requires much greater ſtrength 
of mind, to form an aſſemblage of natural objects, 
and range them with propriety and beauty, than 
to bring together the greateſt variety of the moſt 
" ſplendid images, without any regard to their uſe 
or congruity; as in painting, he who, by the 
force of his imagination, can delineate a land- 
ſchape, is deemed a greater maſter than he, 
who, by heaping rocks of coral upon teflelated 
pavements, can only make abſurdity ſplendid, 
and diſpoſe gaudy colours ſo as 1 to ſett off 
each other. 5 | 

« SAPHIRE fountains that . over orient 
«© PEARL run NECTAR, roſes without thorns, 
& trees that bear fruit of VEGETABLE GoLD, 
& and that weep odorous gums and balms,” are 
_ eaſily feigned; but having no relative beauty as 
pictures of nature, nor any abſolute excellence 
as derived from truth, they can only pleaſe thoſe, 
who when they read exerciſe no faculty but fancy, 
and admire becauſe they do not think. 
I x I ſhall not be thought to digreſs wholly-Crom 
my ſubject, I would illuſtrate this remark, by 
comparing two paſſages, written by MIL ro 
and FLETCHER, on nearly the ſame ſubject. T he 
ſpirit in Comvs' thus pays his addreſs of thanks 
to the Water-nymph Sabrina: 


May 
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May thy brimmed waves for this, ” 
Their full tribute never miſs ds 

From a thouſand petty rills, 

That tumble down the ſnowy hills: i” 

Summer drought, or ſinged air, 

Never fcorch thy treſſes fair; 

Nor wet October's torrent flaod 

Thy ee dee e fill with mud: 


N 1 


Thus far the wiſhes are, moſt. proper for the wk 

fare of a river goddeſs; the circumſtance” of 
ſummer not ſcorching her treſſes, is highly poe- 
tical and elegant: but what follows, though it 


is pompous and majeſtic, is unnatural and far 
fetched; 515 i 


May thy billows roll aſhore 

The beryl, and the golden ore: 

May thy loſty head be crown'd 

With many a tow'r and terras round ; 

And here and there, thy banks upon, 
With groves of myrrh, and cinnamon! 


The circumſtance i in the third and fourth lines 
is happily fancied; but what idea can the reader 
have of an ExoLISsH RIVER rolling GoLD and 
the BER IL aſhore, or of groves of CINNAMON 
growing on its banks? The images in the fol- 
lowing paſſage of FLETCHER are all ſimple and 
real, all appropriated and ſtrictly natural: 


For 
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For thy kindneſs to me ſnoẽnn, _ 
Never from thy banks beblewn, il wins) 
Any tree, with windy farce ß is tho: 
Croſs thy ſtream to ſtop thy courſe; .- 

May no beaſt that comes to drink, 

With his horns caſt down thy 8 
May none that for thy fiſh do look, 
Cut thy banks to dam thy brook ;. 

Barefoot may no neighbour wade 
In thy cool ſtreams, wife or maid, 

When the ſpawn on ſtones do 2 

. To waſh their 3 and ſpoil the fry. 


Tus glaring ae of Feral is not, in 
my opinion, ſo ſtrong an evidence of MiLToN's 
force of imagination, as his repreſentation of 
Apam and Eve when they left it, and of the 
paſſions with which they were agitated on that 
event. ck i 

AGainsT his battle of the Angels I have the 
ſame objections as againſt his garden of Eden. 
He has endeavoured to elevafe his combatants, 
by giving them the enormous ſtature of giants 
in romances, books of which he was known to 
be fond ; and the proweſs and behaviour of 
MichAEL as much reſemble the feats of 
ARtosTo's Knights, as his two-handed ſword 
does the weapons of chivalry. I think the 
ſublimity of his genius much more viſible, 3 in the 


firſt 
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firſt appearance of the fallen Angels; the debates 
of the infernal peers ; the paſſage of Satan through 
the dominions of Chaos, and his adventure with 

Sin and Death; the miſſion of RapHAEL to 
ADAM ; the converſations between Ap AM and 
his wife; the creation ; the account which ADam 
gives of his firſt ſenſations, and of the approach 
of Evx from the hand of her CREATOR; the 

whole behaviour of ApAM and Eves after the 
firſt tranſgreſſion; and the proſpect of the various 
ſtates of the world, and hiſtory of man, exhi- 
bited in viſion to Ab AM. 


In this viſion, MIL rox indie repreſents 
ADAM, as ignorant of what diſaſter had be- 
fallen ABEL, when he was murdered by his 
brother: : but during his converſation with Ra- 
PHAEL, the poet ſeems to have forgotten this 
neceſſary and natural ignorance of the firſt man. 
How was it poſſible for Ap AM to diſcern what 
the ANGEL meant, by * cubic phalanxes, by 
_ & planets: of aſpect malign, by encamping on 
ce the foughten field, by van and rear, by ſtand- 
cc ards and gonfalons and glittering tiſſues, by 
<« the girding fword, by embattled ſquadrons, 
* chariots, and flaming arms and fiery ſteeds?“ 

And although Apam poſſeſſed a ſuperior degree 
of Knowledge, yet doubtleſs he had not ſkill 
enough in chemiſtry to underſtand RAPHAEL, 
who informed him, that 8 . 


Sul phurous, 


— 0 
Sa, _— 
Lan © * 


| 
; 
| 
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-— ——Qulphurous and nitrous foam 
| Theyb found, they mingled, and with ſubtle art, 
CodcocrEp and ADUSTED, they reduc'd 
919 blackeſt * and into n nee A. 


And, 0 | the. nature 16 cannon was not | 
much. explained to Apau, who neither knew or 
wanted the uſe of iron tools, by telling him, 
that wc e the hollow bodies of oak. 
or fr, rad 


With branches lopt, in wood | or mountain 
fell'd. 


He that never beheld the brute creation but i in 
its paſtimes and ſports, muſt have greatly won- 
dered, when the ANGEL expreſſed the flight of 
the Satanic Holt, by ſaying, that they led _ 
— eee 9 
Or goats, or TIMOROUS | ans together 


throng d. 


4 as there are many exuberances in this 
poem, there appears to be alſo ſome defects. As 
the ſerpent was the inſtrument of the temptation, 
MIL rod minutely deſcribes. its beauty. and al- 
jurements: and I have frequently wondered, that 
he did not, for the ſame reaſon, give a more 
elaborate * of the tree of life; eſpe- 

cially 
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cially as he was remarkable for his knowledge 
and imitation of the SacRED WRITINGS, and 
as the following paſſage in the ReveLaTIONS 
afforded him a hint, from which his creative 
fancy might have worked up a ftriking picture: 
c In the midſt of the ſtreet of it, and of either 
ce ſide the river, was there the tree of life; which 
« bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her 
e fruit every month: and the leaves of the wy 
c were for the healing of the nations.“ 


Ar the end of the fourth book, ſuſpenſe and 
attention are excited to the utmoſt; a combat 
between Satan and the guardians of Eden is 
eagerly expected, and curioſity is impatient for" 
the action and the cataſtrophe : but this horrid! 
fray is prevented, expe dation is cut off, and 
curioſity diſappointed, by an expedient which, 
though applauded by Appison and Pop, and 
imitated from HoMER and VIROIL, will be 
deemed frigid and inartificial, by all who judge 
from their own ſenſations, and are not content 
to eccho the deciſion of others. The golden 
balances are held forth, which,“ ſays the poet, 
are yet ſeen betwixt Aſtrea and the Scorpion: 
Satan looks up, and perceiving that his ſcale 
mounted aloft, departs with the ſhades of Night. 
To make ſuch a uſe, at ſo critical a time, of 
LiBRA, a mere imaginary ſign of the Zodiac, 


YOL M0597 N a. 
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is ſcarcely juſtifiable in a poem founded on reli- 


gious truth. 
Ano innumerable beauties in the "PI 


DIsE LosT, I think the moſt tranſcendent is the 
ſpeech of Satan at the beginning of | the ninth 
book; in which his unextinguiſhable pride and 
fierce indignation againſt GOD, and his envy 
towards Man, are ſo blended with an involun- 
tary. approbation of goodneſs, and diſdain of the 
meanneſs and baſeneſs of his preſent undertaking, 
as to render it, on account of the propriety of its 
ſentiments and its turns of paſſion, the moſt 
natural, moſt ſpirited, and truly dramatic ſpeech, 
that is, perhaps, to be found in any writer whe- 
ther ancient or modern: and yet Mr. AnpisoN 
has paſſed it over, unpraiſed and unnoticed. 

Ix an apology ſhould be deemed neceſſary for 
the freedom here uſed with our inimitable: bard, 
let me conclude in the words of Loneinvs : 
C Whoever was carefully to collect the blemiſhes 
ec of HOMER, DzMosTHENEs, PLAro, and 

c of other celebrated writers of the ſame rank, 
ce would find they bore not the leaſt proportion 
cc to the ſublimities and excellencies with which 
« their works abound.” 


lp 2 am, 81 R, 
Z Tour bümble ſervant, 


PALAOPHILUS. 
NuMz. 
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Num. 102. SATURDAY, October 27, 1753. 


| —— Dnrid tam dextro pede concipis, ut te 
Conatus non pœniteat votique peracti? uv. 
What in the conduct of our life appears . 
So well deſign'd, ſo luckily begun, 
But, when we have our wiſh, we wiſh undone, 
Darpzx. 


„ the ADVENTURER., 225 
a. 


HAV E been for many years a trader in 1 
don. My beginning was narrow, and my 
{ſtock ſmall; I was, therefore, a long time brow- 
beaten and deſpiſed by thoſe, who having more. 
money thought they had more merit than myſelf. 
I did not, however, ſuffer my reſentment to in- 
ſtigate me to any mean arts of ſupplantation, nor 
my eagerneſs of riches to betray me to any indi- 
rect methods of gain; I perſued my buſineſs with 
inceſſant aſſiduity, ſupported by the hope of 
being one day richer than thoſe who contemned- 
me; and had upon every annual review of my 
books, the ſatisfaction of finding my fortune in- 
creaſed beyond my expectation. 
IN a few years my induſtry and probity wore: 
oy recompenſed, my wealth was really great, 
N 2 and 
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and my reputation for wealth ftill greater. I 
had large warehouſes crouded with goods, and 
_ conſiderable ſums in the public funds; I was 
careſſed upon the Exchange by the moſt eminent 
merchants ; became the oracle of the common 
council; was ſollicited to engage in all com- 
mercial undertakings ; was flattered with the 
hopes of becoming in a ſhort time one of the 
directors of a wealthy company; and, t6 com- 
Plete my mercantile honours, enjoyed the expen- 
ve happineſs of fining for Sheriff. 

Ricks, you know, eaſily produce riches : 


when I had arrived to this degree of wealth, I 


had no longer any obſtruction or oppoſition to 
fear; new | acquiſitions were hourly brought 
within my reach, and I continued for ſome years 
longer to heap thouſands upon thouſands. 
Ar laſt reſolved to complete the circle of a 
_ citizen's proſperity by the purchaſe of an eſtate 
in the country, and to cloſe my life in retirement. 
From the hour that this deſign entered my ima- 
gination, I found the fatigues of my employment 
every day more oppreſſive, and perſuaded myſelf 
that I was no longer equal to perpetual attention, 
and that my health would ſoon be deſtroyed by 
the torment and diſtraction of extenſive buſineſs. 
I could image to myſelf no happineſs, but in 
- vacant jollity, and uninterrupted leiſure; nor 
entertain my friends — any other topic, than 


the 
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the vexation and uncertainty of trade, and the 
happineſs of rural privacy. 1 0 


Bor notwithſtanding theſe declarations, I 
could not at once reconcile myſelf to the thoughts 
of ceaſing to get money; and though I was every 
day enquiring for a purchaſe, I found ſome reaſon 
for rejecting all that were offered me; and, in- 
deed, had accumulated ſo many beauties and 
conveniences in my idea of the ſpot, where 1 
was finally to be happy, that, perhaps, the 
world might have been travelled over, without 
diſcovery of a place which would not have been 
defective in ſome particular. | 


Tus I went on {till talking of retirement, 
and ſtill refuſing to retire ; my friends began to 
laugh at my delays, and I grew aſhamed to trifte 
longer with my own [inclinations : an eſtate was 
at length purchaſed, I transferred my ſtock to a 
prudent young man who had married my 
daughter, went down into the country, and com- 
menced lord of a ſpacious manor, v4 

Here for ſome time I found happineſs equal to 
my expectation. I reformed the old houſe ac- 
cording to the advice of the beſt architects, I 
' threw down the walls of the garden, and in- 
cloſed it with palliſades, planted long avenues of 
trees, filled a green-houſe with exotic plants, 
dug a new canal, and threw the earth into the 
old moat. 


N 3 I 
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ITE fame of theſe expenſive improvements 
brought in all the country to ſee the ſhow. I 
entertained my viſitors with great liberality, led 
them round my gardens, ſhewed them my apart- 
ments, laid before them plans for new deco- 

rations, and was gratified by the Wan of ſome 
and the envy of others. 5 
Iwas envied; but how little can one man judge 
of the condition of another? The time was now 
coming, in which affluence and ſplendor could no 
longer make me pleaſed with myſelf. I had built 
till the imagination of the architect was exhauſted ; 
J had added one convenience to another till I 
knew not what more to wiſh or to deſign; I had 
laid out my gardens, planted my park, and com- 
pleated my water-works; and what now re- 
mained to be done? what, but to look up to 
turrets of which when they were once raiſed. [ 
had no farther uſe, to range over apartments 
where time was tarniſhing the furniture, to ſtand 
by the caſcade of which J ſcarcely now per- 
ceived the ſound, and to watch the growth of 
woods that muſt give their ſhade to a diſtant ge- 
: neration. | 
Ix this gloomy inactivity, is every day begin | 
and ended; the happine(s that I have been fo 
long procuring is now at an end, becauſe it has 
been procured; I wander from room to room 
till [ am weary of W I _ out to a neigh- 
bearing 
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bouring hill in the centre of my eſtate, from 
whence all my lands lie in prõſpect round me; I 
ſee nothing that I have not ſeen before, and re- 
turn home viſuopoland; though 1 knew that I had 
nothing to expect, 9 5 

In my happy days of buſineſs I had wth he 
cuſtomed to riſe early in the morning; and re- 
member the time when 1 grieved that the night 
came ſo ſoon upon me, and obliged me for a few 
hours to ſhut out aMuence and proſperity.” I now 
ſeldom ſee the riſing ſun, but © to tell him,” 
with the fallen angel, „how I hate his beams.” 
I awake from ſleep as to languor or | impriſon- 
ment, and have no ee for the firſt hour 
but to conſider by what art I ſhall rid myſelf of 
the ſecond, I protract the breakfaſt as long as 1 
can, becauſe when it is ended I have no call for 
my attention, till I can with ſome degree of de- 
cency grow impatient for my dinner. If I could 
dine all my life, I ſhould be happy: I eat not 
becauſe I am hungry, but becauſe I am idle: but 
alas! the time quickly comes when I can eat no 
longer; and ſo ill does my conſtitution ſecond 
my inclination, that I cannot bear ſtrong liquors : 
. ſeven hours muſt then be endured before I ſhall 
ſup; but ſupper comes at laſt, the more welcome 
as it is in a ſhort time ſucceeded by ſleep. 

Suck, Mr. ADVENTURER, is the happineſs, 
the hope of which ſeduced me from the duties 

Ms" and 
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and pleaſures of a mercantile life. I ſhall be told 
by thoſe who read my narrative, that there are 
many means of innocent amuſement, and many 
ſchemes of uſeful employment, which I do not 


appear ever to have known; and that nature and 


art have provided pleaſures, by which, without 
the drudgery of ſettled buſineſs, the active may 
be engaged, the ſolitary ſoothed, and the ſocial 
_ entertained. 
Tukszk arts, Sir, I al tried. When firſt I 
took poſſeſſion of my eſtate, in conformity to the 
taſte of my neighbours, I bought guns and nets, 
filled my kennel with dogs and my ſtable with 
horſes ; but a little experience ſhewed me, that 
theſe inſtruments of rural felicity would afford 
me few gratifications. I never ſhot but to miſs 
the mark, and, to confeſs the truth, was afraid 
of the fire of my own gun. I could diſcover no 
muſic in the cry of the dogs, nor could diveſt 
myſelf of pity for the animal whoſe peaceful and 
inoffenſive life was ſacrificed to our ſport. I was 
not, indeed, always at leiſure to reflect upon 
her danger; for my horſe, who had been bred 
to the chace, did not always regard my choice 
either of ſpeed or way, but leaped hedges and. 
ditches at his own diſcretion, and hurried me 
along with the dogs, to the great diverſion of 
my brother ſportſmen. His eagerneſs of perſuit 
once incited him to wa a river; and I had lei- 
| _ ſure 
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ſure to reſolve in the water, that I would never 
hazard my life _ on the AT of a 2 
hare. 

I THEN ordered desi to be prociiti 155 
by the direction of the vicar had in a few weeks 
a cloſet elegantly furniſned. Vou will, perhaps, 
be ſurprized when J ſhall tell you, that when 
once Þ had ranged them according to their ſizes, 
and piled them up in regular gradations, I had 
received all the pleaſure which they could give 
me. I am not able to excite in mylelf any curi- 
oſity after events which have been long paſſed, 
and in which I can, therefore, have no intereſt: 
I am utterly unconcerned to know whether 
TULLY or DEMOSTHENES excelled in oratory, 
whether HANNIBAL loſt Italy by his own negli- 
gence or the corruption of his countrymen. I 
have no ſkill in controverſial learning, nor can 
conceive why ſo many volumes ſhould have been 
written upon queſtions, which I have lived fo long 
and fo happily without underſtanding. I once 
reſolved to go through the volumes relating to 
the office of juſtice of the peace, but found them 
fo crabbed and intricate, that in leſs than a month 
I deſiſted in deſpair, and reſolved to ſupply mx 
deficiences by paying a competepi ſalary to a ſkil- 
ful clerk. SL 

IA naturally . to hoſpitality, 5 for 
ſome time kept up a conſtant intercourſe of viſits ' 
; Ns with 
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with the neighbouring gentlemen ; but though | 
they are eaſily brought about me by better wine 
than they can find at any other houſe, I am not 
much relieved by their converſation ; they have 
no ſkill in commerce or the ſtocks, and I have 
no knowledge of the hiſtory of families or the 
factions of the county; fo that when the firſt 
civilities are over, they uſually talk to one another, 
and I am left alone in the midſt of the company. 
Though I cannot drink myſelf, I am obliged to 
encourage the circulation of the glaſs; their 
mirth grows more turbulent and obſtreperous ; 
and before their merriment is at end, I am ſick 
with diſguſt, and, perhaps, reproached with my 
ſobriety, or by ſome ſly inſinuations inſulted as a cit. 
Such, MR. ADVENTURER, is the life to 
which I am condemned by a fooliſh endeavour 
to be happy by imitation; ſuch is the happineſs. 
to which I pleaſed myſelf with approaching, 
and which I conſidered as the chief end of my 
cares and my labours. I toiled year after year 
with chearfulneſs, in ex 10n of the happy 
Hour in which I might be idle; the privilege of 
idleneſs is attained, but has not N with it 


the Welling of tranquillity... 
Tam, e i 567 22s 
6 Yours, &c. | oh 
©: He MERCATOR. 
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Nous, 103. Tuxspav, Otber 30 1753 


8 . enim ration einem, 
Aut cupimus S omaben 7 Jov. SY 


ow void of reaſon are our hopes and fears! 


Duyvas. 


N thoſe remote times when, by the inter- 
vention of FAIRIEs, men received good and 
evil, which ſucceeding generations could expect 


only from natural cauſes ;  SOLIMAN, a mighty 


prince, reigned over a thouſand provinces in the 
diſtant regions of the eaſt. It is recorded of 
SOLIMAN that he had no favourite; but among 


the ries ny nobles 'of his court Was O 


Onanatrct had two Hg Ane 


and SHELIMAEH. At the birth of ALMERINE, _ 
the fairy ELFARINA had preſided; and, in com- 

pliance with the importunate and reiterated re- F 
queſt of the parents, had endowed her with every _ 


natural excellence both of body and mind, 'and 


decreed that ſhe ſhould be wh Foil in 3 


« by a ſovereign prince.” _ ! 
WHEN the wife of S was Breg- 
nant with SHELIMAH, the fairy ELFARINA was 


again invoked ; at which FARiMINA, another 
power of the aerial kingdom, was offended. 
2 ARIMINA, | 


we 


— 
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FARIMINA was inexorable and cruel; the num- 
ber of her votaries, therefore, was few. Er- 
FARINA was placable and benevolent; and 
 Fairrts of this character were obſerved to be 
' ſuperior in power, whether becauſe it is the na- 
ture of vice to defeat its own purpoſe, or 
whether the calm and equal tenor of a virtuous 
mind prevents thoſe miſtakes, which are com- 
mitted in the tumult and precipitation of out- 
rageous malevolence. But FARIMIN A, from 
whatever cauſe, reſolved that her influence ſhould 
not be wanting; ſhe, therefore, as far as ſhe was 
able, precluded the influence of ELTA RINA, by 
firſt pronouncing the incantation which deter- 
mined the fortune of the infant, whom ſhe dif- 
covered by divination. to be a girl. FARIMINA, 
that the innocent object of her malice might be 
deſpiſed by others, and perpetually employed in 
tormenting herſelf, decreed, that “ her perſon 
e ſhould be rendered hideous by every ſpecies of 
c deformity, and that all her wiſhes ſhould 

“ ſpontaneouſly, produce an oppoſite effect.“ 
Tux parents dreaded the birth of the infant 
1 this malediction, with which EL FARIN A 
had acquainted them, and which ſhe could not 
reverſe. i The moment they beheld it, they were 
ſollicitous only to conceal it from the world; they 
conſidered the complicated deformity of unhappy 
Int n as ſome reproach to. themſelves ; 
and 


SLY, 
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and as they could not hope to change her ap- 
pearance, they dig not find themſelves intereſted 
in her felicity, They made no requeſt to Ex- 
FARINA, that ſhe would by any intellectual en- 
dowment alleviate miſeries which they - ſhould 
not participate, but ſeemed content that a being 
ſo hideous ſhould ſuffer perpetual diſappointment ; 
and, indeed, they concurred to injure an infant 
which they could not behold with complacency, 
by ſending her with only one attendant to a re- 
mote caſtle which ſtood on the _ of a 
wood. 

ELFARINA, Fa did not thus forſake 
innocence in diſtreſs; but to counterbalance the 
evils of obſcurity, neglect, and uglineſs, ſhe de- 

creed, that “ to the taſte of SHELIMAHN the 
& coarſeſt food ſhould be the moſt exquiſite 
« dainty; that the rags which covered her, 
% ſhould in her eſtimation be equal to cloth of 
c“ gold; that ſhe ſhould prize a palace leſs than 
&« a cottage; and that in theſs circumſtances * 

„ love ſhould be a ſtranger to her breaſt.” 

To prevent the vexation which would ariſe from 
the continual diſappointment of her wiſhes, ap- 
peared at firſt to be more difficult 5 but this was 
at length perfectly effected by emen her with 
CONTENT. | 

WHILE SHELIMAH was immured in a remote 

caſtle, neglected and forgotten, every city in the 
dominions 


dominions of SOLIMAN contributed to decorate 


the perſon, or cultivate the mind of ALMERINE. 


The houſe of her father was the reſort of all 
who excelled in learning of whatever claſs; and 
as the wit of ALMERINE was equal to her beau- 


wit. 
Thus accompliſhed, ſhe became the object 


of univerſal admiration; every heart throbbed at 


her approach, every tongue was filent when ſhe 
ſpoke; at the glance of her eye every cheek was 


covered with bluſhes of diffidence or deſire, and at 
her command every foot became ſwift as that of 


the roe. But ALMERINE, whom ambition was 


thus jealous to obey, who was reverenced by 


| hoary wiſdom, and beloved by youthful beauty, 


| was perhaps the moſt wretched of her ſex. Per- 


petual adulation had made her haughty and fierce; 
her penetration and delicacy rendered almoſt 


every object offenſive ; ſhe was diſguſted with 


imperfections which others could not diſcover; 


her breaſt was corroded by deteſtation, when 


others were ſoftened by pity ;: ſhe loſt the ſweet- 


neſs of ſleep by the want of exerciſe, and the 


reliſh of food by continual luxury: but her life 
became yet more wretched, by her ſenſibility of 
that paſſion, on which the Narren of life is be- 


en e to nen 


Pl Novnzin; 


ty, her nnn Was ſoon equal to her 


SS + 
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NovRassIN, the phyſician of SolMAN, was 
of noble birth, and celebrated for his ſkill through. 
all the Eaſt. He had juſt attained the meridian 
of life; his perſon was graceful, and his manner 
ſoft and inſinuating. Among many others, by 
whom ALMERINE had been taught to inveſtigate 
nature, NOURASSIN had acquainted her with the 
qualities of trees and herbs. Of him ſhe learned, 
how an innumerable progeny are contained in 
the parent plant, how they expand and quicken 
by degrees, how from the ſame ſoil each imbibes 
a different juice, which riſing from the root har- 
dens into branches above, ſwells into leaves, and 
flowers, and fruits, infinitely various in colour, 
and taſte, and ſmell; of power to repel diſeaſes, 
or precipitate the ſtroke of death, 
WHETHER by the caprice which is common 
to violent paſſions,” or whether by ſome. potion 
which NovuRassiN found means to adminiſter to 
his ſcholar, is not known; but of Nour assin 
ſhe became enamoured to the moſt romantic ex- 
ceſs. The pleaſure with which ſhe had before _ 
reflected on the decree of the F AIRY, „ that ſhe 
« ſhould be ſought 1 in marriage by a ſovereign 
« prince,” was now at an end. It was the cuſ> 
tom of the nobles to preſent their daughters to 
the king, when they entered their eighteenth 


year; an event which ALMERINE had often anti- 


cipated with impatience and hope, but now 
4 . 
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wiſhed to prevent with ſollicitude and terror. 
The period, urged forward, like every thing 
future, with ſilent and irreſiſtible rapidity, at 
length arrived. The curioſity of SoL1MAN had 
been raifed, as well by accidental, encomiums, 
s by the artifices of OMARADDIN, who now 
haſted to gratify it with the utmoſt anxiety and 
perturbation: he diſcovered the confuſion of his 
daughter, and imagined that it was produced like 
His own, by the uncertainty and importance of 
an event, which would be determined before the 
day ſhould be pafſed. He endeavoured to give 
her a peaceful confidence in the promiſe of the 
Fairy, which he wanted himſelf; and percei- 
ved, with regret, that her diftreſs rather in- 
creaſed than diminiſhed : this incident, however, 
as he had no ſuſpicion of the ' cauſe, only ren- 
dered him more 1mpatient of delay; and ALME- 
RINE, covered with ornaments by which art and. 
nature were exhauſted, was, however reluctant, 
introduced to the king. 
SoLIMAN was now in his thirticth year. He 
had ſate ten years upon the throne, and for the 
ſteadineſs of his virtue had been ſirnamed the 
JosT. He had hitherto conſidered the gratifica- 
tion of appetite as a low enjoyment, allotted to 
weakneſs and obſcurity ; and the exerciſe of he- 
roic virtue, as the ſuperior felicity of eminence 


| and power. He had as yet taken n no wife; nor 
. . bad 


55 
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had he immured in his palace a multitude of un- 
happy beauties, in whom defire had no choice, 
and affection no object, to be ſucceſſively for- 
ſaken after unreſiſted violation, and at laſt ſink 
into the grave without having anſwered any 
nobler purpoſe, than ſometimes to have gratiſied 
the caprice of a tyrant, whom they ſaw at no 
other ſeaſon, and whoſe preſence could raiſe 
no paſſion more remote from deteſtation than 
fear. T3 
SUCH was ee ee who, having gazed 
ſome moments upon ALMERINE with ſilent ad- 
miration, roſe up, and turning to the princes wha 
ſtood round him, To-morrow,” faid he, I 
& will grant the requeſt which you have ſo often 
% repeated, and place a beauty upon my throne, 
„ by whom I may tranſmit my dominion to poſ- 
<< terity : to-morrow, the daughter of OMARAD= 
„ pix ſhall be my wife.“ c 
TRE joy with which OuARADD heard this 
declaration, was abated by the effect which it 
produced upon ALMERINE ; who, after ſome 
ineffectual ſtruggles with the paſſions which agi- 
tated her mind, threw herſelf into the arms of 
her women, and burſt into tears. SolIMAN im- 
mediately diſmiſſed his attendants ; and taking 
her in his arms, enquired the cauſe of her diſ- 
treſs : this, however, was a ſecret, which neither 


her pride nor her fear would ſuffer her to reveal. 
She 


— 
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She continued ſilent and inconſolable; and 
 SOLIMAN, though he ſecretly ſuſpected ſome | 

other ene yet appeared to be ſatisfied 1 

with the ſuggeſtions of her father, that her 

emotion was only ſuch as is common to the ſex 
upon any great and unexpected event, He de- 
- fiſted from farther importunity, and commanded 
that her women ſhould remove her to a private | 
apartment of the palace, -and that ſhe ſhould be 
; attended by his phyſician NouRassiN. | 


CE OT? 
| Nox. hr: SaTuRDAY, W ; 17 53: 


oy i 
. .. . Ben 


— WY Ver certe 7 Sag 
77 fanguille per uirtutem patet unica vitæ. Joy. 


But only virtue ſhews the paths of Pede. 


TOURA SSIN, who had altekidy learned 
what had happened, found his deſpair re- 
lieved by this opportunity of another interview. 
The lovers, however, were reſtrained from con- 
dolence and conſultation, by the preſence of the 

women who could not be diſmiſſed; but Nov- _ 
© RASSIN puta ſmall vial into the hand of ALME- 
RIN E as he departed, and told her, that it con- 
tained a cordial, which, if adminiſtered in time, 
1 infallibly reſtore che chearfulneſs and 

| vigour 


* 
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vigour that ſhe had loſt. Theſe words were 


heard by the attendants, though they were un- 


derſtood only by ALMERINE ; ſhe readily com- 
prehended, that the potion ſhe had received was 
poiſon, which would relieve her from languor 


and melancholy by removing the cauſe, if it 
could be given to the king before her marriage 
was compleated. After NovuRAsSIN was gone, 
| ſhe ſate ruminating on the infelicity of her ſituation 


and the dreadful events of the morrow, till the 
night was far ſpent; and then, exhauſted with 


perturbation and watching, ſhe ſunk down 00 


the ſofa, and fell into a deep ſleep. 
Tk king, whoſe reſt had been {ani 


by the effects which the beauty of ALMERINE 


had produced upon his mind, roſe at the dawn of 


day; and ſending for her principal attendant 
who had been ordered to watch in her chamber, 


eagerly enquired what had been her behaviour, 


and whether ſhe had recovered from her ſurpriſe. 
He was acquainted, that ſhe had lately fallen 
aſleep; and that a cordial had been left by 


NovRaAssIN, which he affirmed would, if not too 
long delayed, ſuddenly recover her from languor | 


and dejection, and which notwithſtanding ſhe 
had neglected to take. SOLIMAN derived new 
hopes from this intelligence; and that ſhe might 
meet him at the hour of marriage, with the 
» cheat vivacity which the cordial of NoUR ASSIN 


_ wo uld 
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would inſpire, he ordered that it ſhould, without 
aſking her any queſtion, be mixed with whatever 
the firſt drank in the morning. Frets 


ALMERINE, in whoſe blood the long continued 
tumult of her mind had produced a feveriſh hear, 
awaked parched with thirſt, and called eagerly. 
for ſherbet : her attendant, having firſt emptied 
the vial into the bowl, as ſhe had been com- 
manded by the king, preſented it to her, and 
ſhe drank it off. As ſoon as ſhe had recollected 
the horrid buſineſs of the day, ſhe miſſed the 
vial, and in a few moments ſhe learned how it 
had been applied. The ſudden terror which 
no ſeized her, haſtened the effect of the poifon ; 
and ſhe felt already the fire kindled in her veins, 
by which in a few hours ſhe would be deſtroyed. 

Her diforder was now apparent, though the 
cauſe was not ſuſpected: NoURAsSIN' was again 
introduced, and acquainted with the - miſtake; 
an antidote was immediately prepared and ad- 

miniſtered; and ALMERINE waited the event 
in agonies of body and mind, which are not to 
be deſcribed. The internal commotion every 
inſtant increaſed; ſudden and intollerable heat 
and cold ſucceeded each other; and in leſs than 
an hour, ſhe was covered with a leproſy; her 
hair fell, her head ſwelled, and every ſeature in 
her countenance was diſtorted. NovuRassiN, 
who was doubtful of the event, had withdrawn 
5 | | to 
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to conceal his confuſion ; and ALMERINE, not 
knowing that theſe dreadful appearances were the 
preſages of recovery, and ſhewed that the fatal 
effects of the poiſon were expelled from the 
citadel of life, conceived her diſſolution to be 
near, and in the agony of remorſe and terror 
earneſtly requeſted to ſee the king. SoLIMAN 
haſtily entered her apartment, and beheld the 
ruins. of her beauty with aſtoniſhment, which 
every moment increaſed, while the diſcovered 
the miſchief which had been intended againſt 
him, and which had now fallen upon her own 
Hed. 1 5 
| SoLtMan, after he had recovered from his 
aſtoniſhment, retired to his own apartment; 
and in this interval of recollection he ſoon diſ- 
covered, that the deſire of beauty had ſeduced 
him from the path of juſtice, and that he ought 
to have diſmiſſed the perſon whoſe affections he 
believed to have another object. He did not, 
therefore, take away the life of NouxAssix for 
a crime, to which he had himſelf furniſned the 
temptation; but as ſome puniſhment was ne- 
ceſſary as a ſanction to the laws, he condemned 
him to perpetual baniſhment. He commanded, 
that ALMERINE ſhould be ſent back to her 
father, that her life might be a memorial of his 
folly ; and he determined, if poffible, to atone 


oy a ſecond marriage for the errors of the firſt. 
He 


* Fa 


He conſidered, how he might enforce and illu- 


ſtrate ſome general precept ; which would con- 


tribute more to the felicity of his people, than 


his leaving them a ſovereign of his own blood; 
and at length he determined to publiſh this pro- 
clamation, throughout all the provinces of his 
empire: SOLIMAN, whoſe judgment has been 


„ perverted, and whoſe life endangered, by the 


% influence and the treachery, of unrivalled 


« beauty, is now reſolved to place equal defor- 


ce mity upon his throne ; that, when this: event 
« is recorded, the world miy know, that by 
& Vice beauty became yet more odious than 
c uglineſs ; and learn, like SoLIMAN, to de- 
<< ſpiſe that excellence, which, without VIRTUE, 
« is only a ſpecious evil, the reproach of me 
cc poſſeſſor, and the ſnare of others.“ 
SHELIMAH, during theſe events, excerienced 
a very different fortune. She remained, till 
the was thirteen years of age, in the caſtle; and 
it happened that, about this time, the perſon to 
whoſe care ſhe had been committed, after a ſhort 
ſickneſs died. SHELIMAH imagined that ſhe 
ſlept; but perceiving that all her attempts to 
awaken her were ineffectual, and her ſtock of 
proviſions being exhauſted, ſhe found means to 
open the wicket, and wandered alone into the 
wood. She ſatisfied her hunger with ſuch ber- 
des and wild fruits as ſhe Sound, Alb: at night, 
not 
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not being able to find her way back, ſhe lay 
down under a thicket and ſlept. Here ſhe was 


_ . awaked early in the mornilig by a peaſant, whoſe 


_ compaſſion happened to be proof againſt defor- 
mity. The man aſked her many queſtions ; 
but her anſwers rather increaſing than gratifying 
his curioſity, he ſet her before him on his beaſt, 
and carried her to his houſe in the next village, 
at the diſtance of about fix leagues.” In his fa- 
mily ſhe was the jeſt of ſome, and the pity of 
others; ſhe was employed in the meaneſt offices, 
and her figure procured her the name of Goblin. 
But amidſt all the diſadvantages of her ſituation, 
| ſhe enjoyed the utmoſt felicity of food and reſt ; 
as ſhe formed no wiſhes, ſhe ſuffered no diſap- 
pointment; her body was healthful, nd: m_ 
mind at peace. 

Id this ſtation ſhe had to) four years, 
ikew the heralds appeared in the village with 
the proclamation of SOLIMAN. - SHELIMAH ran 
out with others to gaze at the parade; ſhe liſtened -- 
to the proclamation with great attention, and, 
when it was ended, ſhe perceived that the eyes 
of the multitude were fixed upon her. One of 
the horſemen at the ſame time alighted, and with 
great ceremony intreated her to enter a chariot. 
which was in the retinue, telling her, that ſhe 
was without doubt the perſon whom NaTuRE 


and SOLIMAN had 2 to be their queen. 
SHELIMAH | 
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SHELIMAH replied with a ſmile, that ſhe had n 
deſire to be great; 6 but,” ſaid ſthe „ if your | 
% proclamation be true, I ſhould. rejoice to be 
the inſtrument of ſuch admonition to mankind ; 
% and, upon this condition, I wiſh that I were 
< indeed the moſt deformed of my ſpecies.” The 
moment this wiſh was uttered, the ſpell of 
FARIMINA produced the contrary effect: her 
ſkin, which was ſcaly and yellow, became ſmooth 
and white, her ſtature was perceived gradually to 
Increaſe, her neck roſe like a pillar of ivory, her 
boſom expanded, and her waiſt became leſs; her 
hair, which before was thin and of a dirty red, 

was now black as the feathers of the raven, and 
flowed in large ringlets on her ſhoulders; the 
moſt exquiſite ſenſibility now ſparkled in her 
eye, her cheeks were tinged with the bluſhes of 
the morning, and her lips moiſtened with the 
_ dew; every limb was perfect, and every motion 
Was graceful. A white robe was thrown over 
her by an inviſible hand, the croud fell back in 
aſtoniſhment, and gazed with inſatiable curio- 
ſity upon ſuch beauty as before they had never 
ſeen. | SHELIMAH was not leſs aſtoniſhed than 
the croud : ſhe ſtood a while with her eyes fixed 
upon the ground, and finding her confuſion 
Increaſe would have retired in ſilence; but ſhe 
was prevented by the heralds, who having with 
much importunity prevailed upon her to enter the 

chariot, 
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chariot, returned with her to the metropolis, 
ene her to bag wars and related the . 
prodig „ Z 3 STO To 
Ps OE looked round upon the - aſſerably; in 
doubt whether to proſecute or to relinquiſh his 
purpoſe ; when ABBARAN, a hoary ſage” who 
had preſided in the council of his father, came 
forward, and placing his forehead on the foot 
ſtool of the throne ; © Let the King,” ſaid he, 
cc accept the reward of virtue, and take SHE= 
% LIMAH to his bed. In what age, and in 
< what nation, ſhall not the beauty of SRELIMAH 
“ be honoured ? to whom will it be tranſmitted 
„ alone? Will not the ſtory of the wife of 
„ SoLIMAN deſcend with her name? will it 
<« not be known, that thy deſire of beauty was 
< not gratified, till it had been ſubdued ? that 
< by an iniquitous purpoſe” beauty became 
<< hideous, and by a ane rer, be- 
«© came fair?“ | 
— SoLtMAN, who had fixed his eyes upon She 
LIMAH, diſcovered a mixture of joy and con- 
fuſion in her countenance, which determined 
his choice, and was an earneſt of his felicity; 
for at that moment, Love, who during her ſtate 
of deformity, had been excluded by the fairy 
ELTARINA's interdiction, took Fame * her 
an . . e 
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4 TEE nuptial ceremony Was not long delaye d 8 


and ELFARINA honoured it with her preſence. 
When ſhe departed, ſhe beſtowed on both her 


benediction; and put into the hand of SHELIMAH 


a ſcroll of vellum, on which was this inſcrip- 
tion in letters of gold: 


„% REMEMBER, N Fo | fate a of 
«© ALMERINE, who ſtill lives the reproach of 


c parental folly, of degraded beauty, and per- 
N 40 verted ſenſe. Remember ALMERINE; and 
let her example and thy own experience teach 
<< thee, that wit and beauty, learning affluence 
«© and honour, are not eſſential to human feli- 
4 city; with theſe ſhe was wretched, and 
4 without them thou waſt happy. The advan- 


<6 tages which I have hitherto beſtowed; muſt 
« now be obtained by an effort of thy own: 
«© that which gives reliſh to the coarſeſt food, is 


„ TEMPERANCE 3 the apparel and the dwelling 
* of a peaſant and a prince, are equal in the 
4 eſtimation of HuMiLiTy ; and the torment 


< of ineffectual deſires is prevented, by the 


| « reſignation of PIETY to the will of Heaven; 


c advantages which are in the power of every 


4 « wretch, who repines at the unequal diſtribution 
«6 of good and evil, and imputes to NaTuRE 
40 the effects of his own 8 


12 HE king, to whom eee commu- 


| auen theſe Precepts of the Fairy, cauſed 


them 


T4 
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them to be tranſcribed, and with an account of 
the events which had produced them diſtributed 
over all his dominions. Precepts which were 
thus enforced, had an immediate and extenſive 
influence; and the happineſs of Soli AN and 
of SHELIMAH was thus communicated to the 
multitudes whom "__ wither *** 
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oye wing comicam kan NANDRUS,. Mu Fane? ejus 


ætatis magis quam operis, Philemon ac Diphilus, & 


invenere intra ine annos, neque imitandam 
ne DO me OE n 


MENAN DER, dhe with Philemon and Di- 


W who muſt be named with him rather as 


his cotemporaries than his equals, invented with - 
in the compaſs of a few years a new kind of co- 
medy, and left it age . n of imitation. 
| To 850 ApysxTVURBR. PENS dab 
S I Rs Tf 135 
ORALITY, taſte, andlithraniedt Kane 
ever ſuffered more irreparably, than by 
the loſs of the comedies of MENANDER; ſome of 
whoſe fragments, agreeably to my promiſe, I 
am now going to lay before you, which I ſhould 
OX”; imagine 
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imagine would be as highly prized by the cu- 


rious, as was the Coan Venus, which APELLES | 
left imperfect and unfiniſhed. 


MENAN DER was celebrated for the wetneſs, 
. and ſententiouſneſs of his ſtyle. He 


was fond of Evur1Pipes,” fays QUINTILIAN, 


< and nearly imitated the manner of this tragic 


<< writer, though in a different kind of work. 
« He is a complete pattern of oratorial ex- 


cc cellence: iti omnem vitæ imaginem expreſſit, 
cc tanta in eo inveniendi copia, & eloquendi fa- 
ce cultas; ita eſt omnibus rebus, perſonis, af- 


ec fectibus, accommodatus: ſo various, and ſo 
< juſt, are all his pictures of life; ſo copious is 
“ his invention, ſo maſterly his elocution; ſo 


<« wonderfully is he adapted to all kinds of ſub- 
cc jects, perſons, and paſſions.” This panegyric 


reflects equal honour on the critic, and on the 
comedian. QUINTILIAN has here painted M- 
"NANDER with as lively and expreſſive ſtrokes, as 
ME NAND ER had characterized the Athenians. 


BolLEAu, in his celebrated eighth ſatire, has 
not repreſented the miſery and folly of man, ſa 


forcibly c or amour as MENANDER, 


Ararre r & lr. ee e . 
Ka vouv Exo pwankor abpurs Tot. 
Toy 370 beat seg Meare TEIN, 
"Ovros xaxedaiuur i oh. TY 

| 5 Ter 
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 T8Tw »ax% 0 avrhy n yiyuras, 


Huetg 0} vgl TWV &vayuaiu taxi, 


Auro reg GuTH) Kaen, rern, T 


AuT3ued', av „re is' & elern KANO 


Ogi &y n Tis benny ova 


degli * e d uα en, Sedo 


"Avywviet, OF, PrhoTyales, 15 1c0ky 
"ATarra Tait inidera TH ob Karo. 
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cc 


All animals are more happy, and have more 
underſtanding than man. Look, for inſtance, 
on yonder aſs; all allow him to be miſerable: 
his evils, however, are not brought on him 
by himſelf and his own fault; he feels only 
thoſe which nature has inflicted. We, on the 
contrary, beſides our neceſſary ills, draw upon 
ourſelves a multitude of others. We are me- 
lancholy, if any perſon happen to ſneeze; we 
are angry, if any ſpeak reproachfully of us; one 
man i is affrighted with an unlucky dream, ano- 
ther at the hooting of an owl. Our con- 


tentions, our anxieties, our opinions, our 


ambition, our laws, are all evils, which we 


cc ourſelves have ſuperadded to nature.” Com- 
pariſons betwixt the conditions of the brutal and 
human ſpecies, have been frequently drawn; but 
this of MENANDER, as it PUB On the ne 
ſo it is the beſt I have ever n. 


8 Ir 
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Ix this paſſage is admirable for the vivacity 
"und ſeverity of its ſatire, the following certainly x, 
deſerves deeper attention for ee . ; 


and een and e of 0 


EI 7205 5 uoles 3 4 8 ; 
e Te Ne. 4 zie, 15 n Ala, 
- Exigus reinen, "1 rer u KATE 5 
55 5 Nees T0b1oa; Ne- 7 NT'0b wopPvengy. . 
AH ip, 1 ν „ | 
Ew vote Toy Seb vb, ,, 
maar kene, g Geba; wipe; E.. E 
q 5 Atr Yee wy Adee ebe i 
My Tag0ives n e 4 Hax 10% 
Er rora, x en Xenuaruy XK 
Muds BeAdung Ser fHH sri ede, 
e 0 0 Sed HN ersi ci n ae, 1 


200. He that offers. in ſacrifice, 2 e 
. cc multitude of bulls and of goats, of golden 
C yeſtments, or purple garments,. or figures of 
© ivory, or precious gems ; and imagines by this 
4 to conciliate the favour of GOD, is groſſy 
c m miſtaken, and has no ſolid underſtanding. 
For he that would ſacrifice with ſucceſs, ought 
c to be chaſte and charitable, no corrupter of 
s virgins, no adulterer, no robber or murderer 
| cc for the ſake of lucre. Covet not, O Pam- 
cc philus, even the thread of another man's 
F cc needle ; 


40 * 25 G0. WER is ne 
cc petually beholds thy actions. “ 


bee . ; 


TeurzxAxcE, and- juſtice, and purity,” ae. Ry 


heys inculcated in the ſtrongeſt manner, and upon 
the moſt powerful motive, the OMniscience of /A 
the DEITY; at the ſame time ſuperſtition and 
the idolatry of the heathen are artfully ridiculed. 
I know not among the antients any paſlage that 
contains ſuch exalted and ſpiritualiſed thoughts of 
religion. Yet if theſe refined ſentiments were to- 
be inſerted in a modern comedy, I fear they 
would be rejected with diſdain and diſapprobation. 
The Athenians could endure to hear GOD and 
ViRTUE mentioned in the theatre; while an 
Engliſh and a CHRISTIAN audience can laugh at 
adultery as a jeſt, think obſcenity wit, and de- 
bauchery amiable. The murderer, if a duelliſt, 
is a man of honour, the gameſter underſtands - 
the art of living, the knave has penetration and: 
knows mankind, the ſpendthrift is a fellow of 
fine ſpirit, the rake has only robbed a freſh 
country girl of her innocence and honour, the 
jilt and the coquet have a great deal of vivacity 
and fire; but a faithful huſband is a dupe and a. 
cuckold, and a plain country gentleman a no- 
vice and a fool. The wretch that dared to ri- 
dicule SocRATEs, abounds. not in ſo much falſe 
| ſatire, ribaldry, obſcenity, and. blaſphemy, as 
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- our witty and wicked triumvirate, Wrchzxry 
enen and V ANBRUGH. _— 
: MenanDER has another very nn re- 
a worthy even that divine religion, which 
the laſt- mentioned writers fo impotently endea- 


voured to deride. It relates to the forgiveneſs 


of enemies, a precept not totally unknown to 


the ancient ſages, as hath raſhly been affirmed; 


though never inculcated with ſuch frequency 
fervor and cogency, and on motives ſo weighty 
and efficacious, as by the founder of the CHRIS 
TIAN SYSTEM. 


ob 22A rig 85. args 4 1 0 
"Or; Nn mhiior ET aTes Beo rd. 


« He, O Gorgias, is the moſt virtuous man, 


„ who beſt knows among mortals how to bear 


injuries with patience,” 
IT may not be improper to alleviate the ſeri- 


ouſneſs of theſe moral reflections, by the addition 


of a paſſage of a more light and ſprightly turn. 


O ww Eri 789 Oedg c A, 
ü - 7 : e 33 ef — W Fa . 
Axt ung, vowes Yynv, 1Aov, Tue, & gi 
| E Y v erlHo xpnoipes eras Orsc 
_ T' aeyverer 1pir g r xevoion prove. 
2 E 7 | / 8 * 3 / 85 
Lev - TeTE; yas tis T1 ixiay 
Eda 74 But, Tata c YEYLOET AL, 
"Avyedc, oncices, hegckerorreg, a οονανι a 


Duda, Aua, jagTuge;e 


Fs : | ce Epi- 
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2 Epicharmus, indeed, calls the winds, the water, 


the earth, the ſun, the fire, and the ſtars, Gods. 15 0 
« But I am of opinion that gold and filver are 
6 our only powerful and propitious deities. For 
© when once you have introduced theſe ' into 


your houſe, wiſh for what you will, you ſhall ” 
quickly obtain it; an eſtate, a habitttten, 
« ſervants, plate, friends, judges, witneſſes.” 


From theſe ſhort ſpecimens, we may in ſome _ 
| meaſure be enabled to judge of MENAnDER's 
way of thinking and of writing; remembering 
always how much his elegance is injured by a a 
plain profaic tranſlation, and by conſidering the 
paſſages ſingly and ſeparately, without knowing 


the characters of the perſonages that ſpoke them, 
and the aptneſs and agar Wer 3 e 
: Were introduced. | o ALI 
Trax delicacy and decorum Ses N 
by MENANDER, rendered him the darling writer 


of the Athenians at a time when the Athenians 
were arrived at the height of proſperity and po- 


liteneſs, and could no longer reliſh the coarſe” 
railleries, the brutal mirth, and illiberal wit, of, 
an indecent ARISTOPHANES. ** MENAND ER,“ 


ſays PLUTARCH, *© abounds in a precious Attic " 


« falt, which ſeems to have been taken from 
«© the fame ſea, whence Venus herſelf aroſe.” 
« But the falt of ARISTOPHANES is bitter, diſ- 


ws guſting, and corrolive,” ; 


« 4 
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2 
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>, 
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give us a mean opinion of the taſte of the Ro- 


>: MANSs for comic entertainments: that in the Au- 


guſtan age itſelf, notwithſtanding the cenſure of 


Hon ack, they preferred the low buffoonry and 


drollery of PLauTvus to the delicacy and civility 


of 'FERENCE, the faithful copier of MENANnDER;; 


and that 'I'ERENCE, to gratify an audience un- 
acquainted with the real excellencies of the 


drama, found himſelf obliged to violate the fim- 
plicity'of MENANDER's plots, and work up two 


ſtories into one in each of his comedies, except 
the excellent and exact HECYRA. But this du- 
> lies of fable abounding in various turns of 
„Ene neceſſarily draws off the attention from 

what/ought to be its chief object in a . 
comedy, CHARACTER and HUMOUR. || 
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Your humble ſervant, 
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"SYN HERE are two n ee chat r may juſtly 


-- * 


PALAEOPHILUS. 


